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High school competition tests computer programming skills

By DANIEL SCHWAB

WINDSOR — A computer
programming competition
designed to test the skills of
high school students drew
more than 100 participants
to the University of
Windsor Dec. 8.

Thirteen schools, each
represented by two or three
teams, competed against
each other in the third annu-
al event.

Participation dramatical-
ly increased since last year,
when the event drew only
about 30 students.
“Computer programming
is a big thing right now,”
said Margaret Mayer-
McKnight, one of the
organizers of the event. “It
sparks an interest with the
students and they get a lot
of enjoyment out of it. It
doesn’t cost them any
money to come here and
they can learn a little, have
a lot of fun and they can
compete. With 100 students
coming, compared to 30
last year, it shows that
they’re interested in this
field and this gives them the
opportunity to have some
hands-on exposure to it.”
Two teams of six stu-
dents from Essex District
High School attended the

event.

Elwin Kuley, who teach-
es computer science classes
for students in grades 10 to
12 at EDHS, said although
the students were unsure
about what to expect from
the competition, they were
enthusiastic about testing
their skills behind a key-
board.

“It not only exposes the
kids to the programming
language at a higher level
than just what they’d do in
the classroom, but they get
to see their peers with the
same motivation as they do
to enjoy programming,”
Kuley said. “So they are
impressed when they come
and say, ‘Hey, there’s kids
like me here too.””

All participating students
were invited to the universi-
ty for two training sessions
last month.

During the competition,
students were asked to com-
plete a series of questions,
using any programming
language to test their prob-
lem solving abilities.

Although Kuley was not
allowed to guide the stu-
dents during the competi-
tion, he said the criteria
were deeply rooted in diffi-
cult math and tougher than
anything his students had
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Essex District High School’s computer programming feam fakes a breather Friday after participating in a compe-
fition organized by the University of Windsor. The third annual event tested more than 100 high school students’
computer programming skills. From left: Robert McCloskey, Curtis Makish, Matt Shaheen, Alex Hamilton and

Brendon Armstrong.

experienced in the class-
room.

“It’s definitely a chal-
lenge,” Kuley said. “It’s
also a learning experience —
a self-test and an eye-open-
er. This may give the kids
an idea if they can really
become programmers.”

Another benefit to the
competition is that students
get the opportunity to expe-
rience life at the university
level, said organizer Adlane
Habed, an assistant profes-
sor of computer science.

“After they finish high
school, at least after this

competition, they have an
idea of what’s going on at a
university,” Habed said.
“When they came during
the first workshop, they got
to see what types of equip-
ment we have here and they
communicated with stu-
dents and professors and
were given answers to dif-
ferent questions they had
about our programs.”

After the competition,
organizers held an award
ceremony for all partici-
pants.

EDHS Grade 12 student
and team member Curtis

room
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New this year is the
“Ripped Raiders” workout
group — a club for students
to workout in the weight
after school to
improve speed, strength, and
endurance.

On December 5, the
Essex Planeteers traveled to
Flat Rock, Mich. to attend
the State of the Strait
Conference. The Planeteers

our focus is you

learned about how scientists
monitor wildlife in the area.
On Dec. 6, the Arts
Department at the school
held an evening of “Arts
Alive!” where parents could
examine the arts and talents
of students. The night con-
sisted of music, dance, poet-
ry and art presentations.
The Leadership class, stu-
dent council and senior stu-
dents will be embarking on a
town-wide can drive Dec.
18. Students will be going

out into the community from
9 am. to 2 p.m. to pick up
any cans that are left on our
neighbour’s porches.
Students will be celebrat-
ing the holiday season with
some special events this
year. There will be a door
decorating contest, a canned
food drive, a Christmas vari-
ety show, a toy drive, and a
gingerbread house building
contest. Students will also
be served an amazing break-
fast by the Entrepreneurial
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Architectural Technology

Programs
are still
openin:

Business

Automotive Product Design

Construction Engineering Technology
Civil Engineering Technology

General Arts & Science
Pre-Health Science
Pre-Nursing

You can register right now on campus or
call for a free admissions consultation at
519-972-2727 Ext. 4248

ST.CLAIR

P COLLEGE

Class on Dec. 22.

Schools interested in join-
ing the can drive should con-
tact EDHS to pick up any
cans you collect from your
schools.
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lation of numbers, were
“very difficult.”

Makish said the questions,
which involved the manipu-

Enioy the sounds of a CELTIC CHRISTMAS

with harp, guitars, fiddles, vocalists, etc.

Monday, December 18 from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m
atthe ESSEX LIBRARY &.

County Library

The Essex Youth Centre
is pleased to announce that

The Delta Driving School

(29 Years In Business)

will continue to serve the youth of
Essex and the surrounding area.

M.T.O. Approved Beginner Driver Education
Course Provider

DEC. 27, 28. 29 & 30
JAN.2,.3.48 5

9:00 A.M. - 3:45 PM.

dsurance )

<25 Hours in the classroom >

“‘When You Drive With Us ...
You Also Support The Youth Centre.”

Register by calling

061-8383 « 967-1303




