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Woodslee farmer recognized for environmental practices

Members of the Essex Soil and Crop Improvement Association present Woodslee farmer John Diemer with the
group’s 2006 Conservation Farm Award last week. From left: Henry Denotter, director on the provincial associa-
tion’s board, ESCIA president Marc Rivest, Michael Dick, ERCA’s soil and water conservation technician, Helen
and John Diemer.

BY DANIEL SCHWAB

WOODSLEE – The Essex
Soil and Crop Improvement
Association named
Woodslee farmer John
Diemer as the recipient of
the 2006 Conservation
Farm Award.

Diemer, a graduate of
Ridgetown Agricultural
College in 1965, was hon-
oured for maintaining a
number of environmental-
ly-friendly and conserva-
tion practices on his 650-
acre farm, which includes a
wheat, corn and soybean
rotation.

Features of the farm
include buffer strips that
provide ditch bank protec-
tion, no-till cropping and
rock chutes. The property
also includes a maintained
pond and woodlot.

Although Diemer was
nominated for the award
last year, this season’s win
still came as a surprise.

“I really don’t need the
recognition, but at the same
time it’s nice that ERCA
and Soil and Crop do this
sort of thing to promote the
environment,” he said.

The winner of the annual
award is chosen by a com-
mittee of ESCIA directors.
Judging criteria includes
overall farm maintenance,
tillage practices and crop
rotation.

Diemer and his wife
Helen were presented with
the award during the

ESCIA’s annual meeting
Dec. 7.

ESCIA Election
of Directors

Current ESCIA president
Marc Rivest was elected to
maintain the position for
another year.

Felix Weigt-Bienzle and
Eric Olson were elected as
vice presidents.

Rivest said plans for the
next season include the
introduction of corn plots as
an independent corn adapt-
ability trial. A corn plot is
basically run by volunteer
co-operators; there are no
seed companies involved
pushing any one variety or
the other, Rivest said.

Also this year, the
ESCIA will likely have
four-year application trials
on soybeans to determine if
soybean additives are help-
ful, Rivest added.

Other decisions to be
made include when to spray
for leaf beetles and other
soil insects.

“Surface insects may
come in with the jet stream
like the aphids,” Rivest
warned. “In the future,
we’re looking a lot right
now at soybean rust. It’s
heavy in the U.S. and could
be here in 48 hours.
Fortunately, the spore will
not survive on our leaves
here in the winter because it
freezes. But we could have

something new again to
face next year.”

Attracting new members
Over the next decade,

120,000 farmers in Canada
will be reaching retirement
age. This may cause a
decline in membership to
farming associations such
as the ESCIA. One of the
provincial association’s
goals is to try to increase its
membership by 10 percent.

Henry Denotter, director
on the provincial associa-
tion’s board, said this is a
problem that is hitting
home in Essex County.

“Membership is not a
major issue in some areas
and in other areas it is,”
Denotter said.

“In Essex County, unfor-
tunately our membership is
dwindling and we need to
encourage people to
become members – people
who are currently farming
and even new farmers.”

Denotter said the provin-
cial board is currently look-
ing to other organizations
such as 4-H Clubs in an
attempt to recruit new,
younger members.

“The potential for mem-
bers is out there,” Denotter
said. “But there are still a
lot of people who don’t
want to get involved, so
that’s why we encourage
members to bring their bud-
dies and neighbours –
members have to increase
members.”
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LAVIN AUCTIONS INC.
4 BAY AUTO REPAIR SHOP

CLOSED
Garry St. John (1995) Ltd., a well known auto repair cen-
tre at 2645 Huron Church Rd. in Windsor has closed and
the complete contents will be auctioned on Friday,
December 15th at 10:00 A.M. (Preview 9:00 A.M.)
Equipment, vehicles and inventory to include: 2 rotary
hoists - 7 and 9 ton, “Wheeltronic” scissor drive hoist,
LD emission w/AG machine w/Diag. scope, “Bear Pace”
400 engine analyser and “Bear” dimension 4 head align-
er, “Snap-On” motor vac, Transtec, Snap-On recover-
recharge systems, A/C identifier scanners, A/C dye injec-
tor, leak check machine, “Wynns” coolant recycler
equip., and injector cleaner, “F.M.C.” 8500 tire changer,
brake rotar and drum lathes, exhaust pipe bender, parts
wash tank, Lincoln lubers - oil drains - hose reels - gear
oil pump, oil tanks w/pumps, selection of floor and
bumper jacks, engine lift, trans jack, 12 ton press, Canox
stick welder, torch set, Miotronics ESP-1000 battery-
electrical analyser system w/printer, KD drum and rotar
measurement kit, battery chargers, Lincoln air compres-
sor, drill press, air tools, grinders, storage shelving and
bins, plus many related items. Inventory: filters, wipers,
oils, brake and fuel lines, parts, etc., etc. OFFICE:
Nortel phone system w/4 phones, file cabinets, chairs,
desk, photocopier, fax, printers, etc. VEHICLES: ‘91
Olds “98” w/208 k’s, ‘92 Dodge Spirit w/180 k’s, ‘93
Chev van w/247 k’s. TERMS: Cash or Certified Funds.
NO RESERVE AND NO BUYER PREMIUM.
PLEASE NOTE: All equipment was in service right up
until the last week of Nov. 2006. For further info and pic-
tures go to www.theauctionadvertiser. com or call:

RICHARD LAVIN AUCTIONS INC.
(519) 735-3070 TECUMSEH

Province
expands loan
program to
municipalities

(London, Ont./CNW) –
The McGuinty government
is enhancing Infrastructure
Ontario's highly successful
OSIFA Loan Program to
provide financing for all
capital expenditures by
municipalities and univer-
sities, Minister of
Municipal Affairs and
Housing John Gerretsen
announced Dec. 8.

"The loan program is one
of many tools the province
is using to tackle the infra-
structure deficit and get
more infrastructure built
sooner," said Gerretsen.
"Our government has lis-
tened to and acted on
requests from Ontario's
municipalities and univer-
sities to enhance
Infrastructure Ontario's
loan program."

The expanded program
will further stimulate infra-
structure investments to
improve local police and
fire stations and equipment,
as well as ferries, docks and
airports. With these
changes to the program,
local hydro utilities, transit
corporations, universities'
federated and affiliated col-
leges, and not-for-profit
long-term care service
providers are also eligible
to apply for
affordable loans for key
infrastructure projects.

"The Infrastructure
Ontario loan program has
been a valuable financing
tool for municipalities,"
said Doug Reycraft,
President of the
Association of
Municipalities of Ontario.
"Expanding the eligibility
of qualifying projects will
provide flexibility in build-
ing key infrastructure proj-
ects for our local communi-
ties."

To date, Infrastructure
Ontario has committed to
providing more than $2.8
billion in affordable loans
to municipalities and uni-
versities. The investments
have stimulated more than
1,200 infrastructure proj-
ects to support priorities
such as clean water,
sewage, waste manage-
ment, road and bridge
improvements, teaching
and learning facilities, as
well as recreational and
sports facilities.

This funding initiative
builds on ReNew Ontario,
the government's five-year,
$30 billion plus investment
plan to renew and modern-
ize public infrastructure.

 


