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We Guarantee:
• To provide a safe, caring and stimulating environment, that developmentally meets 

your child’s social, emotional, speech, intellectual, motor, creative and self-help needs.
• To promote early literacy through age appropriate experiences and to read to the 

children every day.
• To meet health, safety, fire and licensing requirements.
• Check out our guarantees too numerous to mention.

Our commitment to our program is so strong we offer a money back guarantee.

Story Book Early Learning Centre
26 ARTHUR AVENUE • ESSEX, ONTARIO, N8M 2M8 • TEL. 776-7772

Early Education & Child Care
Enriched inclusive program
For children 3 months to 6 years
Info: 519-776-7772

Story Book Sun Parlor Site
492 County Rd. #8, Maidstone Ave.
Jr. K. & Sr. K. Alternate Day
Latchkey to 9 years
Info: 519-776-5O44

Open both sites 6:3O a.m. to 6:OO p.m.

Story Book

Early
Learning

Centre

“COME PLAY

WITH US”

ENROLL NOW.CALL 519-776-8992 
OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE AT
www.townofessex.on.ca

FOR REGISTRATION AND 
PROGRAM INFORMATION

FOR THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
ESSEX RECREATION COMPLEX
242 Talbot St. S. (next to Essex High School)

HARROW & COL. S. COMMUNITY CENTRE
243 McAffee Street, Harrow

ESSEX COMMUNITY CENTRE
35 Gosfield Townline W. (beside new library, old Holy Name building)

PROGRAM INSTRUCTOR POSTIONS ARE AVAILABLE.
PLEASE CONTACT CYNTHIA AT 519-776-8992 

OR DROP OFF AN APPLICATION AT THE RECREATION COMPLEX.

PARKS AND RECREATION
WINTER AQUATIC &

RECREATION PROGRAMS
WILL START JANUARY 7TH, 2007

Holocaust survivor brings message to youngsters
BY DANIEL SCHWAB

More than 60 years after it happened, Windsor resident
Magda Berger can still vividly retell the story of her expe-
rience as a Jewish girl in a Nazi concentration camp.

Silence fell over the group of two Grade 7 classes at
Holy Name School Nov. 30, as Berger provided a detailed
account of her struggle to survive the Holocaust.

“I was just a little bit older than you kids,” said Berger,
a small, be-spectacled woman with gray hair.

One April night during Passover in 1942, 14-year-old
Berger and her family were woken up when soldiers
arrived at the door of their home in Hungary, she told the
students.

They were told to pack up whatever belongings they
could carry and leave.

The family, along with other Jews from the area, were
then loaded into trucks and taken to a nearby ghetto.

Unable to leave, Berger could no longer attend her
Catholic school and her parents were no longer allowed to
go to work. The family was forced to survive on whatever
rations were provided.

Berger stayed in the ghetto for six weeks, living on very
little food and sharing a room with six to eight people.

“We were like slaves,” Berger said. “We worked with-
out pay. It was unbelievable how bad it was.”

Then, during the late hours of one night in May, police
guards came and took Berger, her parents, and her three
siblings to a nearby train station.

“There was nothing you could do,” Berger recalled.
“There was a whole line of cattle cars. We didn’t know
what that was for. We later learned it was for our trans-
portation.”

As many people as possible were packed into each car,
leaving no room to sit and barely any room to stand,
Berger said.

The family wasn’t told where they were going.
Without food, many didn’t survive the trip, including

elderly people and babies, Berger said.
Two days later, they ended up in Auschwitz, the largest

concentration camp in Poland.
When the doors of the train were opened, a line of Nazi

SS officers carrying machine guns met the captives.
After stepping off into the camp, Berger was hit by a

horrible stench.
“It was unbelievable,” she told the students. “We soon

found out this was from the ovens. They were built for sys-
tematically burning people. I don’t know if you kids ever
smelled burning skin or hair, but you can’t imagine how
sickening it is.”

They were then told to undress, had their hair shaved off

and taken inside a room to shower.
“One had water and the others had gas,” Berger said.

“Those people not strong enough to work went to the gas
chamber. I was young and healthy enough I guess so I did-
n’t get gassed. But for others, that was the last day of their
lives. That was the last time I saw my father.”

The rest of the family stayed in Auschwitz for three

Holocaust survivor Magda Berger shows students at
Holy Name School photographs from her visit to
Auschwitz, Poland in 1992. Berger shared with students
her experiences as a young Jewish girl in a Nazi con-
centration camp.

months, surviving on meager meals of bread and black
coffee.

From there they were taken to different factories to
work.

Three weeks later, Berger’s mother was taken away. She
would be unsure of her fate until after the war.

Berger and her sister were then taken to another concen-
tration camp in Krakow, Poland.

Wearing rags for clothes and wooden clogs for shoes,
the girls were put to work building an airport runway.

Berger described to the students the daily horrors the
workers sustained while at the camp.

“SS men were always there with dogs,” she recalled.
“One time, there was one officer, I don’t know if he was
drunk or having fun. He counted out every ten people in
line and shot them. That was the type of conditions we
were living with every day.”

After the runway was finished, the girls were transport-
ed back to Auschwitz and then to an ammunition factory
where they stayed until the end of the war.

They reunited with their mother and two brothers and
headed back to their home in Hungary.

But the devastations of war had left few opportunities
for work in the area and the family decided to start a new
life in Canada.

A day after arriving in Windsor, Berger met her future
husband, Harvey.

Harvey, a Polish Jew, spent five years in concentration
camps and was the only member of his family to survive
the war.

In 1992, the couple joined a group of Holocaust sur-
vivors and revisited Auschwitz.

“I have to tell you, it was very hard to go back to the
camps,” Berger told the students. “There’s plaques that
tells you what went on there, but nobody that wasn’t there
can really comprehend or imagine what it was like.”

Asked by one of the students about how she lives with
the horrors of her past, Berger said, “It takes time. You can
either go through life hating people or eating your heart
out thinking about why it happened…I chose not to go
through life hating.”

After telling students her story, Berger had a message
for the youngsters.

“We have to stand up for each other, we only have one
world,” she said. “If we’re quiet when people persecute
each other, we’re not going to have a world.”

Holy Name School Grade 7 teacher Laura Andreozzi
said she hopes the students will be able to walk away from
the presentation with bigger hearts and a stronger aware-
ness about the dangers of stereotypes.

 


