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Study to examine county library system

By ANDY COMBER

A comprehensive study of
the Essex County Library
system, including its 14
library branches, is under-
way to help plan future
library service delivery in
Essex County.

"It may change the way
we do business," said
Edward George, chief librar-
ian for Essex County
Library, speaking of a library
planning study being con-
ducted by dmA Planning and
Management Services of
Mississauga.

In view of ever-changing
technology and social and

economic trends, George
said the library study was
necessary to help make deci-
sions towards providing the

optimum library service
delivery model for Essex
County.

"It is going to tell us what
people would like available
to them," George said, noting
the study should be ready for
public review in May 2007.

Specialists in library proj-
ects, dmA has worked with
over 30 library systems
across North America to
address issues concerning
technology, hours of opera-
tions, expanded services,
marketing, and collection
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Cultural enrichment - Branch assistant Marg McMaster

holds one of her acrylic paintings at the Essex Library.
The paintfing is on display as part of an initiative by co-
worker Nancy Brown, also a branch assistant, to
"enhance the library experience" by sharing the works

of local arfists.

improvements.

The consultants will also
examine the size and number
of facilities within the library
system and could recom-
mend the closure of some
branches, George said.

"That is a possibility ...
many of the libraries are way
too small. Some facilities are
not worth expanding — that is
to be determined," said
George, noting the impor-
tance of examining the
library system as a whole.

Public input will be a cru-
cial part of the study. Results
of an online survey conduct-
ed at each of the Essex
County branches in October
form part of the study. Public
meetings will be held in the
near future.

The online survey asked
library patrons various ques-
tions regarding their use of
the county library system,
including locations used, the
frequency of visits, and the
type of services they use.
Participants in the survey
were also asked to make
comments on additional
services or amenities they
would like to see in the
library system.

"The survey is one of the
tools being used to study our
library facilities,"  said
George. "The feedback will
help us build a better system
for the future."

The new library in the
Town of Essex may demon-
strate  what improvements
can do to improve both serv-
ices and the public use of
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libraries in this area.

"Our circulation increased
by 55 percent," said Nancy
Brown, an Essex branch
assistant, speaking of the
greater use of the local
library. Housed in a renovat-
ed space in the former Holy
Name School building, the
new library occupies one
floor and offers improved
accessibility.

Brown said the increase in
area and separate rooms at
the new library have allowed
the expansions of both adult
and children programs.

With 28 years of library
experience, Brown under-
stands the problems inherent
in providing adequate serv-
ice in a smaller facility. She

worked at the McGregor
library for 20 years, from
1980 to 2000.

"It takes some inventive
ideas to take it to its full
potential," said Brown,
speaking of the difficulties of
working and providing serv-
ices in smaller quarters. "It is
a matter of putting every
inch to greater use.”

From lessons learned over
the years, Brown has initiat-
ed a program at the Essex
library of displaying the
works of local artists.

"Libraries should be a cul-
tural place," said Brown, not-
ing that the Essex County
Library mission includes
providing "cultural enrich-
ment" for local residents.

"It is good to go beyond
the books, magazines and
newspapers," she said.

Interestingly, Brown per-
suaded a co-worker to be the
first artist to display works of
art at the Essex library.

"I volunteered to go first,"
said Marg McMaster, an
Essex branch assistant who
is a self-taught acrylic
painter.

“They’re mostly rural
landscapes," said McMaster,
speaking of the works she
has displayed, including
paintings of local scenes.

Brown said the display
encourages residents to visit
the library, including new
patrons who might not other-
wise be interested.

(®
©

« Authentic tree

« Stone fireplace with wood supplied
« Comfortable fireside seating

Christmas at Gessfwood

Have you thought of Gesstwood Camp
for your gathering?

Gesstwood will be beautifully decorated for the Christmas season.

« Full length windows with view of woods
« Full kitchen w/ dishwasher (Catering available)
. All tables and chairs included

Gesstwood Camp & Retreat Centre
For Rental Information Contact: Duane Horton (776—8089)

1034 Mole Side Rd, Essex

GRADUATING OSSD STUDENTS

How to make your first really
smart Business decision:

It’s easy — just choose the school that focuses more attention on you, has
more student-faculty interaction, more experience-based learning and a fast
track to success with entry into our business programs directly from high school.

Visit the OUAC Web site and choose one
of Windsor’s business programs

The Odette School of Business at the University of Windsor offers the
following undergraduate business degrees:

also including:
* PICKEREL * HALIBUT
* FROG LEGS » CATFISH

* ORANGE ROUGHY
e BROASTER CHICKEN
il ° P1ZZA FROM SCRATCH
DINING
* 1/2 Ib. BURGERS * WRAPS

AT IT’S

BEST! and MORE!

Sun. - Wed. 11 am - 11 pm; Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 11 am - 2 am

Did you know? You can bring your own wine!

Every Wed. | Every Thurs. | Fri. & Sat. Book

3 pe. Fish | Come out | % gyeat | . YOU
- Holida
& Chips | for Entertainment] Partics

with coleslaw Parties
$649, | Karaoke | 7 - * 2| Now

9278 County Road 41, Harrow * 519-738-BEER

e Bachelor of Commerce Learn more.
® Bachelor of Commerce Co-op

e Bachelor of Commerce & Economics
 Bachelor of Commerce & Computer Science
® Bachelor of Commerce &

Computer Science Co-op

www.uwindsor.ca/business
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