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Brianne Thompson, right, stands with
12-year-old Derrick in front of a railroad
crossing display in Essex. Thompson started
the Operation Bumblebee initiative that will
soon include signs being erected in Essex. She
said the project was created to ensure safety
for individuals with disabilities. Pictured below
is the warning painted on the sidewalk.

By DANIEL SCHWAB

One day last year when
Brianne Thompson was
driving home in Essex she
witnessed a man with a dis-
ability standing dangerously
close to a moving train.

The driver of the car in
front of Thompson’s got out
and pulled the man back
from the tracks.

“It’s just bothered me
because I saw someone
standing so close to a pass-
ing train,” said Thompson,
22. “It also bothered me to
see someone having to pull
them back instead of them
having a way to know where
to stand. There has to be a
better way.”

The event influenced
Thompson to start Operation
Bumblebee.

Since  February, the
fourth-year University of
Windsor student has been
working on the community
safety initiative. The idea
was to notify citizens about
where to safely stand while
waiting at a railroad cross-
ing.

She contacted CN Rail,

perayftio"n Bumblebe

which informed her that the
safest place for a person to
wait for a train was not at the
edge of the sidewalk, but 25
feet away.

“And so I went into town
one Saturday with a big bill-
board of (the design) I want-
ed and placed it on the
ground and measured it with
tape measure,” she said. “I
got quite a few people look-
ing at me like I was crazy
through Essex,” she laughed.

But Thompson was deter-
mined to put her plan into
action. It included painting
two sets of footprints on the
sidewalk included with the
words, “Wait while train is
crossing.”

She photographed the dis-
play and made a presentation
to the Essex accessibility
committee.

“I showed how the end of
the sidewalk, where typical-
ly you’d think it’d be safe to
stand, is only five feet away
from the tracks, which is 20
feet too close,” Thompson
explained.

The accessibility commit-
tee supported the plan and
with their backing,
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Thompson made a similar
presentation to Essex Town
Council last April.

“It was a wonderful idea
and I’'m sure it was 100 per-
cent agreed upon,” Essex
Mayor Ron McDermott
recalled of council’s reaction
to the plan.

McDermott said council
discussed what to do in the
winter when sidewalks are
sometimes covered in Snow,
which would make the paint-
ed instructions difficult to
read. A suggestion for
accompanying signs to be
erected near the tracks was
soon included in the plan.

An initiative was
approved to establish the dis-
plays at railroad crossings on
Talbot, Medora and
Maidstone Streets.

The town’s director of
public  works, Richard
Beausoleil, said the size of
the signs will be about 12 by
8 inches and will most likely
go up within the next two to
three weeks.

Thompson’s goal is to
make Operation Bumblebee
a countywide project.

In October, she presented

her plans to the Essex
County accessibility com-
mittee and a month later she
went to Tecumseh town

council, which also
approved the initiative.
The initial plan,

Thompson explained, was to
help individuals with disabil-
ities.

“A lot of individuals with
disabilities are very literal,”
she said. “It was also meant
for people who have a visual
impairment. But anybody
can benefit from it, really.”

The payoff for her is that
individuals with disabilities
“will be safe in town and be
able to walk with pride.”

“We have several individ-
uals with disabilities in
Essex,” she said. “I do feel
it’s the caregiver and the
community’s responsibility
to help them achieve inde-
pendence and safety.”

Thompson has worked
with individuals with dis-
abilities through Family
Respite Services in Windsor.
Part of the inspiration behind
Operation Bumblebee comes
from working as a respite
provider, she said.

More people voting
since last election
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Voter turnout in the
Town of Essex has
increased by 1,422 since
the last civic election in
2003.

The electorate has grown
by 351 voters in that time.

About 48 percent of eli-
gible voters cast ballots
Nov. 13, up from 40 per-
cent three years ago.

The biggest increase

came in Ward 2, with 1,658
ballots cast accounting for
49 percent of the ward’s
electorate — up from 33 per-
cent in 2003.

Wards 3 and 4 were both
up 8 percent this year,
while Ward 1 increased by
about 2 percent.

The most voters turned
out in Ward 1, with 2,846
people casting a ballot. The
lowest was in Ward 3,
where 1,773 people voted.

Two-car collision ends in
alleged assault
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A LaSalle woman will
be appearing in court next
month after the Essex
Police Service responded
to a two-car collision near
Holy Name School in
Essex Nov. 15.

The accident occurred
on Fairview Avenue and
involved two women — one
driver from Essex and
another from LaSalle,

police said.

According to a police
report, one of the cars was
rear-ended when hit by a
following vehicle. After
the collision, one of the
drivers exited her vehicle
and confronted the other
driver, police said.

The second driver suf-
fered swelling and bruising
to her face after repeatedly
being punched by the other
driver, police allege.
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Dec. 2 - Santa Express, Sparta, Port Stanley, dinner shopping & train ride $87.00

Dec. 11 - “Christmas Calamity” Wallaceburg, dinner theatre, $84.00

Feb 14 & 15 - Valentines, Brantford & Niagara Falls, Music Show, Meals & Winery $239.00
Feb 13-27 - 37th Annual Hawaii Tour, 2 islands from Detroit from $2999.00 usd

Feb. 19 - Mar. 10 Arizona, Las Vegas, New Mexico, Grand Canyon & more by motorcoach,
book by Dec 15 for discount $2799.00. Guaranteed Departure.

Mar. 19 - 28 - Myrtle Beach ocean front rooms breakfasts $1229.00 CAD

Jul 4-14 - Alaska Cruise and tour with Holland America...from $4325.00 CAD

Jul 4-11 - Alaska Inside Passage Cruise Holland America from $2575.00 CAD

Gift Certificates available for holiday giving
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Tom Bain,
Mayor of Lakeshore

Cottam Rotary Club
CHRISTMAS TREE SALES

Begin

SAT., NOV. 25TH, 2006
at the Cottam Rotary Park, COTTAM, ON.

Balsam Fir, Fraser Fir
& Concolor Fir Trees available

Time - MON. - FRI. 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M.
SAT. 9A.M. TO 5 P.M.
SUN. 10 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

TREE LIGHTING
CEREMONY ON
SATURDAY,
DEC. 2, 2006
AT 7:30 P.M.
SANTA CLAUS
ARRIVES AT




