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Performance Machine Inc.

35 Victoria Avenue, Essex 776-6761
www.siefker.com

Complete Auto Machine Shop Service 
For Over 25 Years
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Uncle Earl

SEPTIC, HOLDING TANK PUMPING
& EEL SERVICE

“A PLEDGE OF SERVICE”

(519) 738-3309
(519) 791-7964

CELL

SANITATION

Weekend

Service

Available

FREE
ESTIMATES

Call Abe 919-0157 
or 325-0733

Communication 
confusion around 

programs
by Ron Bonnett, President

Ontario Federation of Agriculture

Government programs
for farmers are only useful
to farmers if they are well
communicated and fill an

identified need.
In July the federal gov-

ernment announced the
Canadian Farm Families

Options Program with an
application deadline of
October 31. As of
September 25th applica-
tions for 20 million dollars
of the available 550 million
dollars had been submitted.

There is a definite need
for additional income for
many farm families, how-
ever, there does not seem
to be widespread support

for this program. There
may be a number of rea-
sons for this: the qualifica-
tion criteria may have
diminished the number of
potential applicants; mini-
mal gross income require-
ments, maximum family
income contributions and
committing to long-term
retraining do put restric-
tions on many farmers.

There are a number of
business management sup-
port programs tied to the
Canadian Farm Family
Options Program. Farm
Business Assessment,
Canadian Farm Business
Advisory Services and the
Canadian Agricultural
Skills Service are all valu-
able tools, but they should
not be viewed as a solution
to farm incomes devastated
by foreign subsidies.

Farmers are facing
impossible economic con-
ditions. Governments need
to respond with programs
that work.

It seems obvious that
most of the 550 million
dollars will NOT be needed
for this Canadian Farm
Families Options Program.
Government documents
indicate that 45 per cent of
the funds paid out have
gone to farm families in
one province – not Ontario.

Communication is more

than just promoting new
and existing programs. It is
listening and responding to
feedback received.
Farmers are saying the
Families Options Program
is not the solution. The
government has an oppor-
tunity to respond to this
message.

OFA is calling on
Agriculture and Agri-Food
Minister Strahl to re-direct
the money to the provinces
so it can be used to get
money into the hands of
farm families working to
hold onto their operations.

That money would be
very helpful to pay for 60
per cent of the cost of fed-
eral-provincial programs
such as Self Directed Risk
Management for producers
of honey, maple products
and horticultural crops not
covered by production
insurance. It would also be
useful to jump-start the
Risk Management Program
grains and oilseeds produc-
ers have been requesting.

There’s confusion in
agricultural circles as well

because of names attached
to various government pro-
grams. As well as the feder-
al government’s ‘options’
program, Agricorp, a
provincial agency, recently
mailed Ontario CAIS par-
ticipants fee option notices.

In the past, our govern-
ments have attached terms
such as ‘transition’ and
‘disaster’ to programs
available to farmers, so dif-
ferentiating between such
programs has been an
unnecessary challenge.
These are just two exam-
ples of how terminology
can create confusion.

To create effective farm
programs, communications
must be two-way.
Governments need to listen
more and act on advice
provided, and be better
prepared to provide clear
program details to farmers.

Ontario farmers and
their organizations want to
be able to provide con-
sumers with the best possi-
ble products, and to be able
to do it with a minimum of
confusion.

The Canadian Oil Heat Association (COHA) in conjunction with the

Technical Standards and Safety Authority (TSSA), the regulatory agency
responsible for fuels safety in Ontario, including furnace oil distributors,
wishes to inform all fuel oil consumers of the following:

Ontario regulation 213/01,passed in June 2001, requires that all fuel oil (including

furnace oil) consumers have a safety inspection of their oil systems by certain deadlines.

Failure to comply will legally require that distributors terminate the fuel oil supply to any

premise until a comprehensive inspection of all oil-related equipment has been completed.

This safety inspection verifies that the operational condition and installation of

your oil system complies with national safety standards and codes put in place to

maintain the safety of you and your family.

To ensure continued oil delivery and safe use of your oil equipment, the COHA and

TSSA request that you provide your distributor the opportunity to inspect your system.

Furnace oil consumers that have not had a comprehensive inspection completed should

immediately contact their fuel oil supplier to arrange for this important safety inspection.

For more information, contact the Canadian Oil Heat Association at 1•800•257•1593 or visit the website

at www.coha.ca. For more information on fuel safety visit TSSA’s website at www.TSSA.org

URGENT
SAFETY NOTICE to fuel oil consumers without

a Comprehensive Safety Inspection

Retirement Auction
Saturday at 10:00 a.m.

October 28, 2006
At the place of business

of
Hoffy & Sons Construction

2710 Lansing
Windsor, Ontario

(off Huron Church Road)

Tools, plumbing supplies, steel siding, pallets of blocks
and bricks, doors, windows, and much, much, more...

No reserve everything goes

Phone: (519)728-2120   Fax: (519)728-3537

Terms and Conditions of Sale:
Cash, Interac, Visa, Mastercard and Bank Transfer Payment
due at time of sale. All items to be removed no later than
Monday unless other arrangements have been made with
EPD Auction. 10% Buyer’s premium applies...

REMINDER AD
TREES, SHRUBS, TRUCKS

Saturday, October 21st at 9:30 A.M.
Sale to be conducted at 18725 Tecumseh Road,

Tilbury (just south of Lighthouse Cove)
From County Road 42, take the Gracie Side Road (#37)
north to Tecumseh Road. Turn right on Tecumseh Road

to Yardworks Landscaping & Garden Centre.
Viewing Saturday from 8:00 A.M.

LACASSE AUCTIONS INC.
(519) 733-3541

FOR PHOTOS AND LISTINGS
www.lacasseauctions.com

Jack Morris                                           Auctions Inc.
Auction Sale

Saturday, October 28 at 10:30 A.M.
The property of Earl Maynard Cline and Elaine Mildred
Cline located at 1094 - 7th Conc. former Twsp. of
Maidstone, now ‘Lakeshore’. From Co. Rd. 42 at Patillo
Rd. take Conc. 7 south to farm.
Property: 48.9 acre tiled farm w/house and out build-
ings.
Household: db. pedestal drop leaf dining room table,
chairs, other furniture; glass and china; few tools and
misc. items. Details and terms at www,jackmorrisauc-
tions.com

Auctioneer: Jack Morris, 519-687-2530 
or 1-800-462-3561


