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Ib Fynbo honoured as

By DANIEL SCHWAB

Ib Fynbo, a staple of the business
and volunteer community in Essex for
years, was given a “huge” honour
Oct. 15.

Fynbo was named the 28th Citizen
of the Year during the Essex Fun Fest
this past summer and dozens of
friends, family members and well-
wishers turned out to formally con-
gratulate the Danish immigrant for
years of service to the community
during a reception at Holy Name
Church Hall.

“Some of the people who’ve won
this award in the past are outstand-
ing,” said Fynbo, 67. “To follow in
their footsteps is outstanding.”

Fynbo was accompanied by his
wife Clemence, their two sons Philip
and Eric, and their wives and chil-
dren.

“It’s very gratifying,” Clemence
said of her husband receiving the
award. “It’s an endorsement of what
he’s all about.”

Fynbo came to Canada in 1965
with $200 in his pocket after studying
at a business school in Denmark. His
dream was to run a business, and that
dream was realized when he became
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lo Fynbo and his wife
Clemence pose in
front of a display
board during the 28th
Citizen of the Year
reception at Holy
Name of Jesus Church
Hall Oct. 14. A fixture in
the business communi-
ty, Fynbo was hon-
oured with the award
for his years of volun-

S teerism in the area.

the owner of a Home Hardware store
in Essex in 1978.

After a natural gas explosion in
1980 devastated much of downtown
Essex, Fynbo’s determination had
him working harder than ever. In the
years following he rebuilt the store,
which is now 54,000 square feet, and
“the best Home Hardware in Canada”
according to its owner.

Bill Gay, president of Heritage
Essex, called Fynbo an “eternal opti-
mist...one who builds rather than
destroys. A man who truly knows the
meaning of the old maxim, when the
going gets tough, the tough get
going.”

But during the reception, Fynbo’s
keen business sense and economic
perseverance were second to his good
nature and volunteerism.

It’s a side of the man that is not
always recognized, but always appre-
ciated, said Business Improvement
Area Manager Marlene Markham-
Gay.

“(Fynbo) would not want you to
know about all the little good things
he’s done for people, because that’s
not the way he operates,” she said.
“He does many good deeds, especial-
ly for people who need a little help
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getting back on their feet.”

Fynbo is a founding member of the
BIA. He has also spent years volun-
teering with the Knights of
Columbus, St. Vincent de Paul and
the Rotary Club of Essex.

“I didn’t invent volunteering, you
taught it to me,” Fynbo told the audi-
ence attending the reception. “In this
place, there’s a spirit and a will.”

Fynbo credited Clemence, his wife
of more than 40 years, for being “my
equal partner in business and ahead of
me in family matters.”

The couple’s entrepreneurial legacy
extended to include a Home Furniture
store in 2003.

Before his retirement last year,
Fynbo was credited with Home
Hardware’s Paul Strauss Public
Relations Award.

“You work because you want to,”
Fynbo said. “When you get recog-
nized by all your peers, it’s very
nice.”

Fynbo also received personal con-
gratulations from Essex Mayor Ron
McDermott, Essex MPP Bruce
Crozier and Councillor Morley
Bowman on behalf of Essex MP Jeff
Watson.
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October 28, 2006 @UUENU
10 a.m. -
Woodslee United Church

4 p.m. $2.00

HOURS:
TUES. - FRI., 6:30 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
SAT. - SUN., 8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
CLOSED MONDAYS

105 Talbot St., W.

CALL FOR INFO

913-639-5a66
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Financial & PPrake-outs Adults $12
BEENT Y amwe” Children (6-12) $6
Needs...

~>4 Essex Retirees ™suger

NP HALLOWEEN PARTY
1 Ei%8  Wed, Oct. 28, 2006 - 7 PM.

For
All Your

PRIZES FOR THE WITH COSTUME $5

BEST COSTUME WITHOUT $6

REFRESHMENTS YOU MUST SIGN UP TP
T0 FOLLOW RESERVE BY OCT. 23

YOUR CHOICE - CRIBBAGE,
EVERYONE WELCOME! JAaR ey

DPM INSURANCE GROUP
29 Talbot Street North, @

Essex, Ontario $
n

Phone: (519) 776-6457

DPM

INSURANCE-GROUP

ESL gth

TRAVELSsex 776-6439

ESSEX
Established in 1948 = OT 0046911 76 TALBOT ST. N.

Oct 25 - Turkeyville dinner theatre “The Bathtub Gin Murders™ roaring 20’s theme $89.00
Nov. 7,8,9 - Ohio, Amish country tour, shopping & more $259.00

Nov. 11 - Frankenmuth, shopping, chicken dinner at Zehnders $72.00

Dec. 2 - Christmas Carols, Stratford, holiday music choir, dinner incl $97.00

Dec. 2 - Santa Express, Port Stanley Christmas train, shopping turkey dinner incl $87.00
Dec. 9 - “White Christmas” Fox Theatre Detroit, classic broadway style musical $119.00
Dec. 11 - “Christmas Calamity” Wallaceburg, dinner theatre, prizes, treats, & more $84.00
Feb. 19 - Mar. 10 Arizona, Las Vegas New Mexico inc. 5 night resort stay $2799.00

Mar. 19 - 28 Myrtle Beach, incl., excursions, shows, shopping & more $1229.00

All prices based on sharing twin & include gst.

i"?Eirs’r 169 IRWIN AVE.
SICE Phone:

CHILD CARE  7276-8699

CENTRE

Ages 3 Monthe - 12 Years
Quality Child Care with a
Before/After School Age Program.
Hre. 6:00 am - 6:00 pm

Website: www.tombain.org



