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Bill Sherk is one of
Canada’s leading authori-
ties on old cars.   He has
written three books on old
cars and the two latest are
in bookstores everywhere
(60 Years Behind the Wheel
and I’ll Never Forget My
First Car).    Since 1991 he
has been a feature writer
for Old Autos newspaper
and is the recipient of an
award from the Antique
Automobile Club of
America for his work as a
Canadian automotive his-
torian.

Since retiring from
teaching history for 31
years to high school stu-
dents, Sherk, now under the
title of “The Old Car
Detective”, searches out
the ownership history of
old cars and the stories that
go with them, which started
with him tracking down
and finding his own first
car – a 1940 Mercury con-
vertible.

Sherk believes there is a
story behind every car and

millions of stories are wait-
ing to be told, all the way
from your grandfather’s
1919 Model T Ford right
up through the ’55 Chevy
you drove in high school.

Sherk’s new column in
this paper will appeal to
everyone who has, or ever
has had, a driver’s license.
Through the magic of
email, you can send your
car stories to Bill Sherk at
bill@carstory.com 

h
The Mustang can trace

its roots back to 1961 when
Ford Division chief Lee
Iacocca was convinced a
growing number of young
and young-at-heart car buy-
ers were hungry for some-
thing sportier than a family
sedan.

To get approval for a
new car, he had to convince
the company it would be
economical to build. And it
was, by utilizing compo-
nents from the Falcon and

Fairlane.
Henry Ford II had the

final say on all the details
of the Mustang project. He
sat in the prototype one day
and said: “It’s a little tight
in the back seat. Add anoth-
er inch.”

In doing so, he was
maintaining a family tradi-
tion. When his grandfather
designed the Model T, he
insisted the space between
the front and back seat on
touring models be wide
enough for a farmer’s milk
cans.

The first Mustang rolled
off the assembly line on
Tuesday, March 9, 1964.

That Mustang was sup-
posed to go to the Henry
Ford Museum in Dearborn.
By mistake, it was shipped
to a Ford dealer in St.
John’s, Newfoundland, and
purchased by an airline
pilot.

The Ford Motor
Company tried to get the
car back but the owner was
having too much fun driv-

ing it to let it go.
Finally the owner gave it

up for a new 1967 Mustang
convertible, and the first
Mustang is now on display
at the Henry Ford Museum.
Meanwhile, Don Brown of
Leamington, Ontario
bought one of the first
Mustangs, and he waited
six months to get it.

“I ordered my new
Mustang in October 1963. I
had seen an artist’s rendi-
tion of the Mustang in
TIME magazine in August
or September.” Brown said.

“I was getting married
on Saturday, May 23, 1964,
and the car arrived on
Tuesday, May 19. It was
white with a red interior. It
had the 260 V-8 with auto-
matic and it was the first

Mustang in Leamington.
“Oddly enough, the car

didn’t stir much interest in
my hometown, but when
we crossed the border into
the U.S., we were swarmed
with crowds whenever we
stopped. 

“We drove it to Florida
on our honeymoon and
there weren’t even many in
Miami when I had mine.
They had just come out.”

The new Mustang was
officially launched on
Friday, April 17, 1964, to
coincide with the New York
World’s Fair.

Full-page ads in 2600
newspapers showed a white
Mustang in profile. The car
also appeared on the front
covers of Time and
Newsweek. Four million

people visited Ford show-
rooms in the first week.

It was sporty and afford-
able, an irresistible combi-
nation for over 418,000
buyers in the first 12
months. It sold so fast, a
bakery put this sign in its
window: “Our hot cakes
sell like Mustangs.”

And Don Brown was
exactly the kind of cus-
tomer the Ford Motor
Company was looking for.
To buy his new Mustang,
Brown traded in his ’63
Corvair, built by General
Motors.

Do you have any old car
stories to share with our
readers? 

Email: bill@carstory.com

Don Brown with his new Mustang at Cumberland Gap en route to Florida on
his honeymoon in May 1964.

The First Mustang In Town

Calling all family historians and custodians of 
photographic heirlooms ...

WW EE NN EEDEED YY OUROUR HH ELPELP !!
We want you to dig out your old photos - the ones that show how our ancestors
used to live in Essex and the surrounding areas. Local people, events, places and
things are all welcome - even if they have 
previously appeared in our newspaper or are available for viewing elsewhere.

The purpose of the Essex Free Press Historic Photo Archive is to
preserve images of our community as it has evolved over time,

along with detailed information about the people, places
and things in each photo.

To participate, simply bring your photos to our
office for scanning ... 16 Centre St., Essex

or email a scanned image (300 dpi 
preferred) to our email address ... 

essexfreepress@on.aibn.com

We need to know as much as 
possible about each photo: who is in

the photo, when it was taken, what is happening in the
photo, why was the moment important. Be sure to
include your name, address and phone number so that
we can contact you, if necessary.
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