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PROMISES FOR ESSEX Essex MP Jeff Watson, left, and John Baird, president of the Treosury Board, speak
to local members of the Conservative party at the Essex Railway Station Friday. The party’s Electoral
District Association invited Baird to the area as part of the final leg of a tour of Southwestern Ontario.
The tour focused on discussing issues such as crime and governmental accountability.

Treasury Board president
brings promises to Essex

By DANIEL SCHWAB

Treasury Board President
John Baird visited the Essex
Railway Station Sept. 1 with
promises that the federal gov-
ernment will get “tough on
crime” when the House of
Commons begins its session
this fall.

Essex MP Jeff Watson
accompanied Baird during the
visit, part of the final leg of a
tour of Ontario’s southwest

region.
The event, which was
opened to local members of the

Conservative Party of Canada,
was the fourth roundtable on
crime Baird attended last week.

Baird said two “big” justice
bills will be brought to the

House of Commons this fall,
including one on conditional
sentencing.

“If someone commits violent
crimes or offences involving
children, we have mandatory
minimum sentences that say if
you use a gun in the commis-
sion of an offence, you’re going
to do serious time,” Baird said.

Baird, whose office is
responsible for accountability
and ethics, said the federal gov-
emnment will also be pushing
this fall for the Federal
Accountability Act, which
passed third reading and now
sits in the Liberal Senate.

“It’s going to really overhaul
the way we finance political par-
ties,” Baird said. “No more big
money in politics. No more

unday Brunch
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Serving from 10 - 2 p.m.
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Company Picnics

19 Laird Avenue, Essex

776-5469

high-priced cocktail parties or
big granted cheques like there
used to be. We’re really opening
it up to the middle class.”

Baird also said his govern-
ment is looking into providing
“big, new powers for the
Auditor-General to follow the
money and make sure it’s spent
wisely and well.”

Locally, Watson said the gov-
ermnment is working to get the
proper aid to farmers this fall as
they come out of the fields after
harvest.

He also said the Conservative
platform is shifting to address
major environmental issues.

“We’re trying to play a major
role and that’s critical to our
quality of life in this region
where we have more smog days

than anywhere else in Canada,”
Watson said. “And we have alot
of respiratory problems that are
attributable to that so we want to
see good quality of life returns to
this area.”

Rich Tapping, president of
the Essex Electoral District
Association, said by inviting
Baird to town, the 500-plus
local Conservative Riding
Association members have
the opportunity to have their
voices heard.

“We can help form policy
here from the grassroots,”
said Tapping, who was
elected as the president of
the Essex EDA in April.
“It’s often said that Ontario
stops in London and we’re
breaking that barrier down.”

BEAVERS * CUBS * SCOUTS
REGISTRATION

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2006

ESSEX
UNITED CHURCH

53 TALBOT ST. S.
ESSEX

7:00 - 8:30 PM

FOR MORE INFOR-
MATION CALL

519-776-6233
$ 1 SO/CHILD
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Saturday, September 16, 2006
53 Tualbot St., Essex

FREE ADMISSION

For information contact Shirley
at 519-776-8089

For
All Your §
Financial &
Insurance
Needs...

See Us
Today!

\) DPM INSURANCE GROUP
4 29 Talbot Street North, @

Essex, Ontario $
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Phone: (519) 776-6457
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Established in 1948 m OT 0046911 76 TALBOT ST. N.

Sept 13 - * Vegas Knights, Port Dover, Tribute to Vegas icons, Sinatra, Elvis, lunch incl. $99.00
Oct 14 - “Corpse” Schoolhouse Theatre, St Jacobs, Murder Mystery, lunch incl $99.00

Oct 14 - St. Jacobs, shopping, market & village, lunch incl $76.00

Oct 25 - * Turkeyville dinner theatre “The Bathtub Gin Murders” roaring ‘20’s theme $89.00
Oct 2-4 - * Red, Orange & Gold, Orillia, Midland, Muskoka $399.00

Oct 10-13 - *Vermont Fall Colours, lunch at Vontrapp Family Lodge & more $549.00

Nov. 7,8,9 - * Ohio, Amish country tour, shopping & more $259.00

Nov 10 - Hits of the Blitz, Brantford, WW2 music show & comedy, lunch incl $99.00

Nov 11 - Frankenmuth, shopping, chicken dinner at Zehnders $72.00

Dec 2 - Christmas Carols, Stratford, holiday music choir, dinner incl $84.00

Dec 2 - Santa Express, Port Stanley Christmas train, shopping turkey dinner incl $87.00

Dec 9 - “White Christmas” Fox Theatre Detroit, classic broadway style musical $119.00
Dec 11 - “Christmas Calamity” Wallaceburg, dinner theatre, prizes, treats, & more $84.00
Dec 15 - “Lowe Family” Branson entertainers, Christmas Music show, lunch incl $99.00

* indicates guaranteed departure

Take-A-Break
Ladies’ Morning Out

32 Russell St.,
Corner of Centre St., Essex, ON

SEPT. 13 Waste Management
SEPT. 20 Parkinson Disease
SEPT. 28 | Blk Historical Museum |Puce Rd. (Pool Cars)
OCT. 4 Hiatus House
OCT. 12 Bus Trip Sarnia boat cruise
& Casino

OCT. 18 Macular Degeneration | Dr. Tood Wilbee
OCT. 25 Diabetes
NOV. 1 Ten Thousand Villages

.8 Pelee’s Rock Bottom
NOV.15 | Recognizing Depression [  John Postons
NOV. 22 Exchange Student Mexico

.29 | From Memories to Memoirs
DEC. 6 Aging Skin Care Arline VanDoorn

Lunch at A-1 (on your own)
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