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Calling all family historians and custodians of 
photographic heirlooms ...

WW EE NN EEDEED YY OUROUR HH ELPELP !!
During the lazy, hazy days of summer, we want you to dig out your old photos - the
ones that show how our ancestors used to live in Essex and the surrounding areas.
Local people, events, places and things are all welcome - even if they have 
previously appeared in our newspaper or are available for viewing elsewhere.

The purpose of the Essex Free Press Historic Photo Archive is to
preserve images of our community as it has evolved over time,

along with detailed information about the people, places
and things in each photo.

To participate, simply bring your photo to our
office for scanning ... 16 Centre St., Essex or

email a scanned image (300 dpi 
preferred) to our email address .. 

essexfreepress@on.aibn.com

We need to know as much as 
possible about each photo: who is in

the photo, when it was taken, what is happening in the
photo, why was the moment important. Be sure to
include your name, address and phone number so that
we can contact you, if necessary.

Post Office

Grocery Store

Stokely - Van Camp

Canning Factory

Band Stand

FOR INFO: 519-776-4268
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CommunityProfile
BY SARAH FISHER

Meet Joe Byrne —Joe
Byrne ‘general practice’
lawyer, Joe Byrne farmer,
Joe Byrne husband and
father of five children. If
you didn’t know him and
hadn’t heard what a nice
guy he is, you might be a bit
envious.

Byrne, whose law office
is located on Centre Street
in Essex, is the mild man-
nered member of a local
farming family who counts
his brothers Jim, Kieran,
Anthony and Brendan as
his best friends. When a
Windsor lawyer suggested
in 1992 that he consider law
school, Byrne applied
largely because his wife
completed the paperwork.
But even on his first day of
class in 1993 he wasn’t sure
he would stay. 

“I remember walking
into law school on the first
day thinking ‘I’ll stay until
it gets busy on the farm and
then I’ll leave,’” said Byrne
who was 40 at the time. I
just felt, ‘I don’t have time
for this.’”

Time management, it

turns out, wasn’t really a
concern. Byrne fit law
school around his farming
demands primarily because
of his ability to “sleep
quickly”, he jokes. Some
nights Byrne would start his
reading for class at 2 a.m.
after combining the fields.
He didn’t feel especially
pressured. Law school was
not a life-long ambition. 

Byrne grew up knowing
what he wanted. The fami-
ly’s 100-acre farm in
Lakeshore was the work
and social centre for him
and his brothers. His par-
ents – Jim, who also
worked as a teacher at
Sacred Heart School No. 2,
and Marcella, a Lithuanian
immigrant – assigned
chores to each of their chil-
dren. Byrne never minded.
He didn’t know it was
work, he said. 

That life was his plan
even after obtaining a
degree in Geography in
1974, a Masters degree in
1976 and getting married
two years later. He didn’t
need the degrees to work on
the farm, but said he took
classes at the University of

Windsor because he wanted
to. Years after obtaining his
Masters degree he contin-
ued to take classes, includ-
ing several French classes.
Byrne is also fluent in
French. 

“There was really no pur-
pose other than I enjoyed
school,” Byrne said. 

Byrne’s most recent
accolade is also an accom-
plishment for his family. On
Aug. 5 he traveled to Tokyo
and Nagano, Japan with his
nephew, Jim Byrne, to
accept an award from the
Matsui Corporation for the
family’s “identity pre-
served” soybeans. 

Byrne continues to farm
in Lakeshore with his
brothers, Jim and Brendan,
and his nephew. He said the
Japanese government is
interested in high quality
crops that are not mixed
with any other identities or
varieties. The trip gave him
the opportunity to be an
ambassador for Canadian
soybean farmers. He took
the responsibility seriously.

“The two companies we
met with are in the global
market and have the oppor-

Farming, law natural fit for local lawyer

tunity to buy cheaper soy-
beans than they can get in
Canada,” Byrne said. “We
explained why it’s in their
best interest to pay premi-
um prices to buy our soy-
beans. … It takes a lot of
extra work to produce the
highest possible quality
soybeans that are pure in
terms of variety and are
uncontaminated.” 

Brendan Byrne sees his
brother as someone who
can make difficult tasks
look easy. He said the fami-
ly has photos of Joe study-
ing for law exams in the cab
of a combine. Dual tasking

never stressed him out. 
“He did it the hard way,

but he makes it look easy,”
said Brendan Byrne, a pro-
gram management consult-
ant who works in Michigan
aside from farming with his
brother and nephew. “He’s
just a terrific guy.” 

Byrne has no plans to
retire from farming or law.
He likes meeting people
and loves working in Essex.
His free time is all about
family. He recently invited
his daughter Lianne who is
also a lawyer into his prac-
tice. His son Joe Jr. works
filming music videos,

Stephanie, 23 is attending
law school in Ottawa,
Jocelyne, 24, has a biology
degree, and the youngest,
Marija, is a recent universi-
ty graduate. 

Three of the children are
currently living at home
again. Byrne is far from
irritated by their return. The
farm, he said, is part of
what draws them back. 

“You grow up with it and
it seems to be what you
are,” he said. “You consider
yourself a farmer wherever
you go. There’s an honesty
to it.”

Joe Byrne stands
beside a cornfield
farmed by his family
on the Seventh
Concession in
Lakeshore. Byrne
recently traveled to
Japan to accept an
award for the fami-
ly’s “identity pre-
served” soybeans. 

 


