
        

ext time you are in one of those
home renovation-type stores,
take notice of the men around

you (there’ll be no shortage of them).
Observe carefully and you’ll soon realize
that almost all of them can be placed fair-
ly accurately  into one of two categories. 

First there is the type of guy who struts
about the store confidently, picking up
supplies along the way and never, ever
consulting a list. He’s got a swagger and
an aura about him that says to all, “When
it comes to home renovations, I got
game!” He has 2 x 4’s balanced over his
shoulder, a tape measure clutched secure-
ly in hand and a tool belt dangling about
his waist. This is a guy who was born
knowing how to fix things, who never
reads instructions and who easily bal-
ances the several work projects going on
around his house at any given time.
Undoubtedly his pick-up truck awaits him
in the parking lot. This, ladies and gentle-
men, is Practical Man. Do you know
him?

Then there’s the other type—exempli-
fied by the guy who wanders aimlessly
about the store looking not unlike that

deer that keeps getting caught in the
headlights. He hasn’t a clue as to where
to find what he needs—especially since
he’s not sure what that
might be. When he finally
happens upon the right
department and asks ques-
tions of the store associ-
ate, he does so apologeti-
cally while using terms
like “thingamajig” and
“whatchamacallit”. He is
out of his element. Rather
than being in a place like
that, he should be home,
relaxing, in front of the
TV, watching “Jeopardy”.
This is Trivia Man.
I know him well ...
for I am he.

To be fair, there
are others like me--
although membership in
our club is strictly limited to those who
know almost nothing that has any practi-
cal value.  It’s not that we are knowledge-
challenged. It’s just that what we know is
useful to no one. Our heads are crammed

full of information that could charitably
be described as “inconsequential”. Trivia
Man knows the capital city of every U.S.

state, the phone num-
bers of people he hasn’t
called since 1964 and
the height (in feet and
in metres) of Mount
Kilimanjaro—although
you’d be astonished at
how infrequently those
topics come up in casu-
al conversation.

Practical Man, if left
alone on a deserted
island with only a pock-
et knife at his disposal,

would plan and
construct a bi-level
shelter, hunt suc-
cessfully for food
and, eventually,

design and build his
own ingenious means of escape. Trivia
Man, as the buzzards swirl overhead,
would be unable to get the pocket knife
open.

Of course none of us is really either

100% Trivia Man or totally Practical Man
(think Tim the “Tool Man” Taylor for
being about as close as it gets). We all
possess some trivial knowledge and some
that is at least vaguely practical. For
example, I now know that, when wiring a
new light fixture, there is considerable
merit in first turning off the power. 

I wish that I could say that I come
from a long line of Trivia Men and that
genetics must thereby be held to account.
The sad truth is that my grandfather,
father and uncle were Practical Men
through and through and two of the hand-
iest and most proficient guys that I know
are my brother and my son. No, in my
family I must bear this burden alone. 

I have come to realize, however, that
there is one benefit to attaining Trivia
Man status and that is that we rarely get
Saturday morning calls from friends or
neighbours asking for our assistance with
an all-day project. We leave those calls to
you, Practical Man. Now, if you’ll excuse
me, I’m trying to recall the exact number
of Stanley Cups won by the Maple Leafs
since 1967. . . .
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ENERGUIDE CANADA GRANT
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CANC
ELLED

GAS & ELECTRICITY 
prices still on the rise!

If you change your furnace and air conditioner before October 1, 2006
you can upgrade to a 2-STAGE FURNACE

and 2-STAGE THERMOSTAT at 
NO EXTRA CHARGE! ($350 VALUE)(UP TO $350 VALUE)

292 TALBOT ST. N., ESSEX

(519) 776-4020
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Mama’s kitchen will be closed for
renovations starting 2 p.m. Sunday, 

August 27 and we will re-open 
on Tuesday, September 5 at 6 a.m.

PLEASE COME AND SEE OUR NEW LOOK AND NEW NAME

Thank you in advance for your patience and patronage.

m.media@cogeco.ca
519-322-0856 

William “Bill” Gay

INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
NON-PROFITS

• PRINT • TELEVISION• PRINT • TELEVISION
• RADIO • INTERNET• RADIO • INTERNET

• PROMOTIONS• PROMOTIONS

MEDIA MARKETING ASSOCIATES

AAggeess 33 MMoonntthhss -- 1122 YYeeaarrss
QQuuaalliittyy CChhiilldd CCaarree wwiitthh aa

BBeeffoorree//AAfftteerr SScchhooooll AAggee PPrrooggrraamm..
HHrrss.. 66::0000 aamm -- 66::0000 ppmm

116699 IIRRWWIINN AAVVEE..
PPhhoonnee:: 

777766--88669999

Nick Says: SSuuppppoorrtt llooccaall sscchhoooollss
aanndd ssaavvee mmoonneeyy ttoooo!!

You’ll love our great prices on 
back-to-school supplies AND 5% of your
purchase amount will be donated to the

school of your choice from now until
September 15th, 2006.

Across from the old Shopper’s Drugmart
Mon-Thu 9am-6pm Fri 9 am-7pm Sat 10am-4pm

519-776-4600

Practically trivial
N

i’ve got issues
randy chedour

Three airlifted to hospital
after Pelee Island accident

Three local people were
airlifted to a Windsor hospi-
tal Aug. 19 as a result of a
car accident on Pelee Island. 

A report from the Essex
detachment of the Ontario
Provincial Police states that
Justin Mullins, 20, of
Lakeshore was traveling

southbound on Henderson
Road south of Parsons Road
when he lost control of a
2003 Chrysler Sebring at
around 7:15 p.m. Aug. 19,
OPP officers state. The car
rolled several times on the
roadway. Three of the four
occupants of the car were
ejected, according to the
report. 

Mullins, and two back
seat passengers, Kent
Hergott, 21, of Lakeshore
and Lindsay Moskal, 18, of
Essex were airlifted to Hotel
Dieu Hospital. The front
passenger, Nicole Mahon,
18, of Lakeshore was treat-
ed for a fractured ankle and
released, the report states. 

Const. Janet Hayes said
alcohol and speed were fac-
tors in the accident and that
some members of the vehi-
cle were not wearing seat-
belts. Charges are pending,
the officer said. 
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20%OFF
on NEW FALL

ARRIVALS

Children’s fashions sized 0-14
Accessories & Gifts

48 Talbot St. N. Essex • 776-7542
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BBaacckk--ttoo--SScchhooooll 
iinn ssttyyllee!!

BBaacckk--ttoo--SScchhooooll 
iinn ssttyyllee!!

     


