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Dan Van Mackelberg, 21, left, and Dan Pillon, 35, right, are the newest additions to the Essex Police

Service. The pair graduated from the Ontario Police College in July.

Essex Police Service
welcomes new recruits

New grads move vets to investigation division

By DANIEL SCHWAB

The Essex Police Service has hired
two new officers in an effort to
strengthen its criminal investigative
branch, said Const. Gary Gamberta.

Dan Van Mackelberg, 21, and Dan
Pillon, 35, were recently hired to give
more experienced officers an oppor-
tunity to concentrate on three areas:
drugs, youth crime and domestic vio-
lence.

Gamberta said there hasn’t been an
increase in this type of activity, but
the service hasn’t been able to spend
enough time investigating the matters
because of street calls.

“This is still a new and developing
service,” Gamberta said. “These new
officers are starting out with the serv-
ice — at the ground level.”
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The Town of Tecumseh Municipal Offices
917 Lesperance Road
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Van Mackelberg and Pillon both
graduated from the Ontario Police
College in Aylmer, Ont. after apply-
ing to the Essex Service in December
and passing a three-month interview
process.

They attended classes from May 1
to July 27 in the school’s biggest
class ever of 470 students.

Since graduation, the new recruits
have been training with coach offi-
cers at police headquarters in
Harrow.

They will be sworn in as consta-
bles Aug. 14 during a ceremony at the
Windsor Court House.

Pillon has been working toward a
career in law enforcement for 16
years. The St. Joachim native former-
ly worked as a security guard at
Casino Windsor and the city’s Ford
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Assembly Plant.

“This is something I’ve wanted to
do my whole life,” Pillon said. “I
love it, so far it’s everything I expect-
ed it to be.”

Van Mackelberg, who’s lived in
Essex for most of his life, said he
always hoped to work in the area.

Gamberta said the pair will have a
“very good future with the service
with a real chance for advancement.”

There are a handful of local offi-
cers who are nearing retirement and
will probably leave the service with-
in five years, Gamberta added.

The department is in the process of
hiring another officer and plans on
sending the recruit to the Ontario
Police College in September. The
new officers were hired with help
from a provincial grant.
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Sept 12 - Shipshewana Flea Market, shopping $62.00

Sept 13 - Vegas Knights, Port Dover, Tribute to Vegas icons, Sinatra, Elvis, lunch incl. $99.00
Sept 23 - “South Pacific”” Stratford Fest, dinner incl $145.00 (Limited Seats)

Oct 14 - “Corpse” Schoolhouse Theatre, St Jacobs, Murder Mystery, lunch incl $99.00

Oct 14 - St. Jacobs, Shopping, market & village, lunch included $76.00

Oct 25 - Turkeyville dinner theatre “The Bathtub Gin Murders” roaring ‘20’s theme $89.00
Oct 2-4 - Red, Orange & Gold, Orillia, Midland, Muskoka $399.00

Oct 10-13 - *Vermont Fall Colours, lunch at Vontrapp Family Lodge & more $549.00

Dec. 31 - Jan 1 * New Years Eve ‘The Royal Canadians’ Guy Lombardo salute, incl 3 meals,
big band show, visit to Niagara Falls, Bus 1 is SOLD OUT, Don’t miss out we are taking names
for Bus 2

* indicates guaranteed departure
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