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Ontario Minister of Transportation

Donn

a Cansfield and Essex MPP Bruce Crozier talk with reporters Aug.

1 in Windsor about plans to alleviate traffic on Walker Road. The provincial and federal governments
are funding construction of an underpass at Walker Road and Grand Marais Road and are also work-
ing tfogether on plans for a new border crossing in Windsor. Cansfield says a new border crossing will

be in place by 2013.

Minister announces Walker Road
project, Highway 3 widening

BY SARAH FISHER

Starting in 2007 Essex residents
who travel to Windsor for work may
need to consider an alternate route to
Walker Road. They can also expect
new lanes for Highway 401 and
Highway 3 and a new border crossing
in place by 2013, according to
Minister of Transportation Donna
Cansfield.

Cansfield toured Windsor Aug. 1
with Essex MPP Bruce Crozier. The
minister gave a short press conference
at the corner of Walker Road and
Grand Marais Road about a plan to
divert traffic under the railway cross-
ing at the intersection. About $100
million of the $300 million in federal
and provincial money promised for
highway expansion and road improve-
ment projects in the region have been
spent, Cansfield said.

“I’m coming on a regular basis to
Windsor to make sure the people of
Windsor know that this is a top priori-
ty for our government,” the minister
said about the projects.

Crozier, Windsor West MPP Sandra
Pupatello and Cansfield took a heli-
copter tour of the area about three
weeks ago. Cansfield announced Aug.
1 that a portion of Walker Road would
be closed early in 2007 a few hundred
metres on either side of the intersec-
tion of Grand Marais Road while con-
struction begins on an underpass for
motorists under the railway crossing.

Construction of the underpass is
expected to cost $50 million.

In order for the underpass to be
built, the utilities at the intersection
have to be moved. That task was start-
ed about a month ago. Traffic may be

moved to one lane in both directions
because of that initiative, but the road
will not be closed during that project,
ministry of transportation employees
say.

Tenders for the underpass and rail
bridge will be requested at the end of
this year. Starting in early 2007,
Walker Road will be closed for 18 to
24 months a few hundred metres north
and south of the underpass.

The project is receiving federal and
provincial funding because of its con-
nection with the border initiative.
Traffic is bottlenecked at the location
in part because of delays caused by a
new Vehicle and Cargo Inspection
System. Aside from the new security
issues, the City of Windsor estimates
that 26 “long trains” pass through the
intersection every day.

MTO representatives understand
many people confuse the closing of
part of Walker Road for the underpass
construction with a plan to widen the
entire road. The results of a 2001 envi-
ronmental study completed for the
City of Windsor indicated Walker
Road needed to be widened from
Riverside Drive to the city limits.
According to Wade Bondy, an infra-
structure engineer for the City of
Windsor, while that portion of Walker
Road is closed, the city will oversee a
project to add a turn lane south of the
underpass for a few hundred metres.
Bondy said the city would like to
widen the entire roadway, but because
of the cost involved, widening will
have to take place over time in several
small projects.

“There is a plan, just not right now,”
Bondy said about widening Walker
Road. “Because of the magnitude of

the project it has to be split into little
chunks that we can afford.”

At the press conference, Crozier
took the opportunity to mention plans
to widen Highway 3. An engineering
report about widening Highway 3
from Windsor to Leamington is cur-
rently being studied, Crozier said. The
Essex MPP said he hopes construction
will begin in the spring of 2007. The
cost of the widening endeavour is esti-
mated at between $24 million and $30
million.

“An actual design is being under-
taken and will certainly take the rest of
this fall,” Crozier said. “I hope in
October to announce a starting date for
the improvement of the highway, as
well as the phases, because it’s likely
that this will be done in four phases. I
don’t want to make a local announce-
ment until I’'m given a start date and a
date when everything will be built.”

The start of a widening project on
Highway 401 from Windsor to Tilbury
was announced last month. The high-
way will be expanded from three lanes
to six lanes and is being funded by the
provincial and federal governments.
The project includes five phases. On
June 22, Cansfield announced the start
of the third phase between Highway
77 and Essex County Road 27. The
10-kilometre stretch is expected to
cost $61 million.

Cansfield promised Aug. 1 that the
Windsor border crossing plan was get-
ting the attention of 41 people in gov-
ernment. She said she has also met
with legislators in Michigan and
expects that a specific border location
will be identified and construction will
be completed on a new border cross-
ing by 2013.
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For Co-An Park, McGregor

All Your
Financial &
Insurance

Needs...

o Children under 6: FREE
¢ $1.00 off Seniors on Friday
¢ 3-Day Pass: $10.00

DPM INSURANCE GROUP

29 Talbot Street North, @
Essex, Ontario

Phone: (519) 776-6457 %

TRAVEL Ssex 776-6439

Established in 1948 = OT 0046911 76 TALBOT ST. N.

Sept 12 - * Shipshewana Flea Market, shopping $62.00

Sept 13 - Vegas Knights, Port Dover, Tribute to Vegas icons, Sinatra, Elvis, lunch incl. $99.00
Oct 21 - Oliver at Stratford Festival Theatre & lunch $139.00

Oct 25 - Turkeyville dinner theatre “The Bathtub Gin Murders” roaring 20’s theme $89.00
Oct 2-4 - * Red, Orange & Gold, Orillia, Midland, Muskoka $399.00

Oct 10-13 - *Vermont Fall Colours, lunch at Vontrapp Family Lodge & more $549.00

Nov 3-4 - Royal Winter Fair, Toronto $176.00

Nov 7-9 - Ohio, Amish villages & countryside $259.00

* indicates guaranteed departure

MAIDSTONE TREE FARM

“From the Usual to the Unusual”
1000’s of Trees, Shrubs & Perennials in Stock!
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: Largest Selection in Windsor & Essex County WEEKLY!

120% OFF sz i 4
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, A EERE 1190% OFF
l Many Varieties to Choose From SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30

Come out to the farm & save! 7010 Hwy #3,
Sat 8:30-4:00

N\ Walker Rd. i
Ma’d5t0',e CLOSED MON. CIVIC HOLIDAY

v SR | 519.797-2000

\ Manning Rd.

Tough Jobs Need
Tough Tools

Cutter’s Kit

with purchase of a qualifying
chain saw. Retail Value $79.95

CS-306

Chain Saw

*29

95*
MSRP $319.95

PB-200 Hand-held Blower

$ 1 999M53I:; $239.95

ECHO is the only manufacturer that offers commericial users a min-
imum of one year warranty on all of their products, including life-
fime ignition. Plus, the new Power Boost Vortex™ engine is more
powerful, fuel efficient and environmentally clean.

* Special pricing is in effect until November 30, 2006 at participating ECHO Dealers.

35 Victoria Avenue, Essex, ON.
(519) 776-8778

(In rear next to Siefker Machine)

Great Lakes

Outdoor
Power Equipment
- Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30-5:30pm Sat: 9:00-2:00pm



