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GAS & ELECTRICITY 
prices still on the rise!

If you change your furnace and air conditioner before October 1, 2006
you can upgrade to a 2-STAGE FURNACE

and 2-STAGE THERMOSTAT at 
NO EXTRA CHARGE! ($350 VALUE)

Story Book Early Learning Centre
26 ARTHUR AVENUE • ESSEX, ONTARIO, N8M 2M8 • TEL. 776-7772

Our commitment to our program is so strong
we offer a money back guarantee.

Call for REGISTRATION information

776-7772
NEW HOURS: 6:30 am - 6:00 pm Mon. to Fri.

ENRICHED PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAM
Children 3 months to 6 yrs. old

Services Provided
• Full and half day programs for children 3 months to 6 years.
• Alternate day Junior and Senior Kindergarten Program.
• Before and after school up to 6 years old.
• Summer and school holiday program to 6 years old.
• Inclusive program for children with special needs.

We Guarantee:
• To provide a safe, caring and stimulating environment, that

developmentally meets your child’s social, emotional,
speech, intellectual, motor, creative and self-help needs.

• To promote early literacy through age appropriate
experiences and to read to the children every day.

• To meet health, safety, fire and licensing requirements.
• Check out our guarantees too numerous to mention.

Muscular Dystrophy Raffle Draw
July 1, 2006

Winning Tickets 0631
Marianne Angus - Windsor, Ontario

Lottery License #M489716

With state-of-the-art equipment, factory-certified parts and meticu-
lous craftsmanship, we’ll get you back on the road quickly and safe-

ly, at a price you can trust.  

Precision Frame Straightening
Custom Colour Matching • Insurance Specialists

245 Talbot St. S., 
Essex

776-6644

Furry and friendly Fun Fest winners
The sixth annual Fun Fest Pet Show attracted a range of pets from furry friends to crustaceans. Sponsored by Barb’z

Trimz and the Essex Animal Clinic, the annual event poses difficult decisions for the judges. This year’s winners are shown
below. Additional contestants appear in our photo spread on pages 12-14.

Jessica Ridder of Essex and her six-year-old
Yorkshire terrier, Tucker, receive their
medals for the best trick. 

Angel gets dressed for Mardi Gras and wins the
best dressed pet category. The four-year-old
Tonkinese cat belongs to Sarah Merkestyn of
Cottam. 

Three-year-old Kale Grona of Essex, shows the
judges how friendly his chicken Miss Kluck is. The
one-year-old chicken won the title of friendliest
pet. 

Meaghan Ridder of Essex and her two-year-old
Yorkshire terrier, Max, win the pet and owner look-
alike contest. 

The Municipal Act requires
that each municipality’s
reports are looked over once
a year to ensure its financial
statements are correct. 

“This year was probably
one of the best years for
testing and review,” said
Essex Treasurer Donna
Hunter. “It took about a
week whereas in the past it’s
taken between two to four
weeks.” 

Hunter said BDO
Dunwoody’s accountants
went through all of the
town’s financial transac-
tions and tested the reports
to ensure the information
was accurate. 

“We started in May,” said
Mike Cowan, an accountant
at BDO Dunwoody’s local
office. “Then we gave a
draft to the town to look
over in early June and made
a presentation to council
June 19.”  

Cowan said the audit
report was “clear.”

“There is nothing materi-
ally incorrect and every-
thing is in accordance with
the generally accepted
Canadian auditing princi-
pals,” Cowan said.

– Free Press Staff

Essex 
financial
records

approved
in annual

audit 
OK from its auditors, BDO
Dunwoody. 

The local accounting firm
has reviewed the town’s
financial reports since 2004.

The Town of Essex’s
finances have received the


