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Clean Water Act passes 
second reading

BY CRYSTAL KOTOW

Six months after its introduction in
the House of Commons, Bill 43 – oth-
erwise known as the Clean Water Act –
recently passed second reading.

Introduced Dec. 5, 2005, the legisla-
tion is intended to protect water at its
source to ensure safe drinking water
now and in the future. The Act forms
part of the provincial government’s
plan to implement all recommenda-
tions made by Justice Dennis
O’Connor in his report on the
Walkerton Inquiry.

The government called for a public
inquiry after seven people died and
more than 2,300 Walkerton area resi-
dents became ill in May 2003 as a
direct result of drinking contaminated
water.

According to Environment Minister
Laurel Broten, prevention is key.

“We want to prevent what may go
wrong by creating barriers of protec-
tion,” she said during a news confer-
ence June 29. “If communities are
going to be able to make the right deci-
sions, they must be based on the best
available science.”

Broten said conservation authorities
and municipalities are currently using
advanced research and technology for
watershed planning and mapping.  So
far $67.5 million has been granted to
communities across Ontario, over half
of the proposed total of $120 million.  

Once it’s known where water is
traveling, additional funding will be
provided to enable construction of
comprehensive maps of water
resources. With the maps, authorities
will be able to see where water is flow-
ing which will allow accurate planning
for the prevention of contaminants
flowing from one community’s water
into another.  It will also give authori-
ties an idea of how much water is
available and its quality. 

Though the cost may seem high to
some, Broten said it is more cost effec-
tive to prevent the problem than to deal
with critical issues that occur after the
fact.

“Some studies say it’s been 40 times
more expensive for communities
around the world to fix their water
issues, than it would have been to put
preventative measures in place,” she
said.  “It’s going to take a number of
years before we’ll understand just how
much implementation will cost in a
variety of places.”

According to Broten, full imple-
mentation across Ontario is scheduled
to begin five years from now.  Until
then conservation authorities will be
working to create expropriation plans.
Broten guaranteed that landowners
whose land needed to be expropriated
would be protected under the
Expropriation Act which ensures
landowners receive prior notice and
adequate compensation.

The Essex Region Conservation
Authority has been participating in
background studies for the past year
and is currently starting to prepare
reports.  According to Stan Taylor,
coordinator of source water protection
at ERCA, the Clean Water Act lays a
good foundation for protecting and
improving water.

“This will be successful for two rea-
sons,” he said.  “First, it’s based on
good, sound science.  That’s why
we’re putting so much emphasis on
these technical studies.  Second, the
proposed Clean Water Act requires
representatives from municipalities,
the agriculture community, the health
community, among others, to work on
the plan and to really guide the prepa-
ration of the plan.  It’s a very commu-
nity based process.  It’s not done in a
closet somewhere.  It’s done in a very
transparent and very participatory
way.”

Taylor said the scientific studies are
time consuming but, with respect to
water quality, all time and money
invested into the Clean Water Act is
worthwhile.

“The conservation authorities facili-
tate the process,” he said.  “It’s a lot of
work pulling all the technical informa-
tion together but it’s important.  It’s
going to be useful for so many reasons
and protecting our water resources is
crucial.”

Ontario grain and oilseed
committee appoints 

new chair
At a recent meeting of the

Ontario Grain and Oilseed
Safety Net Committee, Leo
Guilbeault, director with the
Ontario Soybean Growers
and farmer from Essex
County, was appointed to
replace outgoing chairman,
Peter Tuinema. 

“Peter has done an out-
standing job representing
grain and oilseed farmers as
the inaugural chair of our
committee,” said Guilbeault.
“I know I have big shoes to
fill.”

But Tuinema isn’t going
far. He will head up the
organization’s federal lobby
committee. “Recent funding
announcements and ad hoc
payments have left us with
more questions than
answers,” he explains. “We
have a lot of work to do.”

Tuinema is confident that
Guibeault has the energy
and experience required to
meet the challenges facing
the farm community. “Leo’s
leadership, and the support
of volunteers from all of our
member organizations, will
enable our committee to
continue to execute a pro-
fessional, coordinated lob-
bying and communications

strategy.”
Guilbeault’s commitment

to the grain and oilseed sec-
tor is evident. “We have
developed a fair and respon-
sible solution – the Risk
Management program,”
said Guilbeault. “And we
continue to engage produc-
ers and build public support
through our Farmers Feed
Cities! campaign. The prob-
lem isn’t going away, and
neither are we.”

Established in 2005 in
response to growing con-
cern over instability in the
sector, the Ontario Grain
and Oilseed Safety Net
Committee represents the
interest of its seven member
organizations, including:
Ontario Soybean Growers,
Ontario Corn Producers’
Association, Ontario Wheat
Producers’ Marketing
Board, Ontario Canola
Growers’ Association,
Ontario Coloured Bean
Growers’ Association,
Ontario White Bean
Producers’ Marketing Board
and the Seed Corn Growers
of Ontario. Collectively,
they represent more than
29,000 grain and oilseed
farmers across the province.

 


