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to mu  the dea.reat upon nrth." .

Her _voios falters; but: her spid t.
pesn through  her "clear e
eteu.dtaat. in its sad renunciati
~ * You will stay here then !“ asks he
‘esgerly.

* That wounld be impbﬂﬂlbhl " I mus$
Iea.m you, if only to hide myself agaia
. 'from thoso who would seek to persuads

+- ~ e to return home, to their own. detrl-

W, Miﬂ.mn% gtill only balf con-'ment. 1ow hard it is to eglain. haw-
soious. dgeworth, bending over percd as I am by fear of
 him, is applylng some nostzums of her cries she, witha sudden barst of numw-
: own decoc to his mouth and noae" fol impatience. -

: Dolores is holding his ‘hand and ' “1 luwe told you Iwenld not seok %o
|3t him with the keenest anxiety her inquire into your history,” murmurs Mn
dovely eyes. - Bouverie, at & little dis- Mr‘dmn.y snmewhab wistfally. < Bub
tance, is also watching him, with a faci- — -

nated intontness he. dneu not disguise  *Yas, yeal ‘I hwe decided,” inter-
oven from himsalf. Who is it that this ropts she faverishly. ¢ I will confide in
'9ld man resémbles? He, a3 well- 88 you. You shall know all when—when
| Dolores, has discovered in Mr. Mildmay he is gone s.gmn, and I shall bo lefi
a remarkable likeness fo somo person plone!”

Or persons unkpown. - The teuch u! utter desolation in her

“ What cansed the faint, miss? Whas eyes &3 she says this goes to the old
Eﬂn)pened to him 7"’ asks Mrs. Edgewnrbh man’s hoart.

olores, in a low tone. “ Poor child1”. ke whmpm faintly.

“ I don't kinow~—] haven't tho falntesi He 1eans back in his chair, and again
dea,” returns Dolores, in deep distress. the ashen huo oversproads his face. By
+ He cama there to the door to grest me an effort he rouses’ himself, and, mo-

as kindly as usuosl.' I brooght in my. tioning to Dolores to rise to her feot, 3
frienﬂ. and—— How was lt, Dick ?™ turns to Bouaverie.
‘—turnin tﬁuto Bouverie. “Ithink I had ¢I fearI must u.ak
barely time to introduce you to him sir, for this ovening,"” he says, in an e:—
when he fainted—eh 2" hausted tone, but with gontle dign
~ $ Ay, sol"” says the housckeaper curi- * I feel a good deal shaken; that ht o
ously. . She has taken hardly avy notico norvous atte.ck of a monient since has go
of Dick ap to this; but now she regards unstrung me that I am afraid I cannot
him with open eurutiny. in person minister to your comfort to-

“ Yonr name, sir ? " she asks qmeﬂy. night. ButI ieave you in able hands."
with the utmost respect. 'He smiles kindly, with a gesture of the

“Benrene." says Dick, fixing his eycs hand towards Dolores. “ Our little friond
on her. + will entertain youn,” he says gently;

She turns her head nbruptl aside, ¢ doubtless you and she have much to
pretending to busy herself with her say to eachoth
patient, bnt not befors Bonverie has tryingzo parting.”
noticed the dull red thathas flamod into - He touches the girl’s hand affection.
her cheeks and the trembling of her ztely, and then, with much apparent

difficulty, rises from his chair. He looks

c:uust rogrot that my nameo is 1ny old and enfeebled ; Bouverie, going has-
nume." he says calmly, still watching tlly to his side, t"ra.ws his hand through
her, * if, as T mast believe, it has been hisarm,and leads him to the door.
the causc of your master’s illness.™ ¢ T thauk yon, sir,” saya Mr, Mlldmn.y
« The name certainly is Lknown to courteonsly. In some llttle odd way 1
bim,” returns Mrs. Edgoworth, in a con- now becomes epparent to all present
strmned tone. In former days he was that he avoids using Bouverie's name
—was connected with it in somo way, when addressing him.. #I have indeed
and sorrow has e.tta.ehe:l itself ‘to those become an old man,” he says with & sigh
| days. But doubtless, sir, thoré are many —** older than I should he.“ '
of your name,—so many that wo nced -Atthedoor he comes to a gtand-still
not connsct you with those who—whose and regards Dick long aud eamentlg
lives were once mixed up with Mz, Mild- * Not a featurs, net a featurel
ma mutters fo himseli; aud then, nleud

l}er hesitation is u.'}pment. That she * Your face is unfamilar, sir; 1 see 1o
has Tound a difficnlty in pronouncing her likensss—none, though Ifancied Imight
master's namo is felt.by both Diclk and have traced some small resemblance.

| Dolores. inly hover.

. What——" a question is’ pla
41 wish,” she begins, and thon breaks ingupon his lips, but he suppresses it.

ff abro tl to turn her etteation to Mr. * Inough, enough!™ he says hurriedly.
| Stildmas & 5 . What fuelleh thoughts

Mildmay, who has now sufficiently ra- * Tat, tut, tut !
covered from his maconsciousnosa to be we havel To-morrow, perhaps to-mor-
able to recognise those ground him. . rowl!l”
- As if instinctively, hm gla.nee wan. He salates Bouverie' with old.world
ders to Bouverie. courtesy, and, taking the housekeoper's
s I fear I have dmtresseﬂ yon,” ®ays arm, quits the room with her, thus leav-
Dick, advancing to him und speaking ing the lovers alone.
tegretfully. “ Parhups it will be bLLEﬂI‘ o long, long conversation that en-
for me to——" . gues between them has not as yotshown
“ No, no; I bog yon wail eta.y where evea the first signs of wear when Mrs.
you are,” says Mr. M:lﬂ.ma. , rightly in. Edgeworth refurns to them, accompa-
| terpreting his meaning. T Yon bave med by & * neat-handed Phyllis* bear-
done me no harm. -A sudden .thoupht mga. tea-equipage.
—the yremembrancs af some old ties - Acknowlodging berpresence to bo o
now severcd—tha burried return of some fntnl barrier to Iurther love-dreams, Bou-
lost memenen——all helped to upset me: verie, with a mih, comes back to the
and my heart is perhh.pe not altogethier freeent, and shakes himself clear of tho
so strong as it once was. I am to.day ight, happy, but alas, too frazile bande
an older mapy, sir, than I shonld be!” ~ that hope has been weaving round him!
Bouverie is about to speak again, buf e ha,d been lost in an eostatic future,
he checks him. - where Dolores's slight shadowy figure
“ I beg you will stay w:th as to-night, moved as queen—a future ho had ever
and a8 long as you remain in the neigh- ;ﬂuetured to himsolf befores the blight
bourhood. Mrs. Edgeworth will get yoo escended upon them and that cruel
& room—eh #"—turning to the house. bolt had fallon from out the blue of their
keeper. lives to blast their fondeat desires.
«'Certainly, sir, if the gontleman will . Mrs.Edgeworth, stauding respectiully,
notb object to putting up with some mﬂ- poars out their tea and carves_ the fowl
ing inconveniences. Thohousoia small,” (whilst Bouverie cats the dslicate ham
gays Mrs. Edgeworth, with lowered into Thinnest shreds), and presses the
glance. . dainty hot cakes of herown mnkmgn
« 1 anly hope you will give yourself no_the pleasant-voiced young man who
treuble on m account,” says - Dick in so shorl a time made an inroad apon
leasantly. thank you very much, her matronly beart.
iu - Mil mny and "—with = harried . There is too, amongst ell her other
glance ab his little love—* should liko virtues, an inward sense: of symputhy
you to know that I shall be happier here that compels this worthy woman to has-
ﬂmn nnywhere in the world. ot ten over her duties at the teatable. She
« That is well,”” says Mr. Milﬂma refrains from lingering; she cuts many
| ¢ T had hardly time to understand much, small-nsual, but uselsss-services short.
but I think Duleree said you were a She, in a word, helpa the lovers to that
triend of hers ?"—with o koen but ex- remewed golitude where alone & memory
hausted look at the youug man. born of her by.gone days assures her
o More than that,” returns Dick, smi. -they canbe entirely happy.
iing. .%Iam her affianced husband 1" * There is oue thing you cando for
« No, na, Dick,"” says.the girl, with a me,” says Dolores, somewhere in the

fond desultory-talk that follows on Mra.
?:ﬁﬁ:ﬁiﬂtma‘ anl Buu?ene tee Jnc Edgeyworth's 3, second disappearance.
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Reekere, Ladies’ Semn g e
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stmn‘tﬁh'm ltn&'utioh wit.hﬂ
when. yon are my.wife.”- -

i Nnb that word, Dick—-nn
word but that! I shall never our.
wifal . Do aock mlstq.ko me about
thw’.“ IR
“ What & little tyrant! Wounld you
then ‘condemn me to the miseries of ‘an
eternal | bacholorhood ?"' demands. he
lizhtly, with an assumption of gaiety hse
is in reality far from feeling. .

There is a pauso; and then—

“An Iur thl.b." nuhe, in & low tone
end with “ T supposs in
gome oNO ef the far.off yoars you will
hardly ‘remember the thoughts of to-
day. .You 'm.ll marry somebody who

L{lnet be me."” A heavy sigh breaks
from her. ¢ Why should you neb?“ she
says. * Some day, when all this will
be regarded by you as a very old story,
you will perhaps love and be lovod by
some sweet woman, and let her be to
you what I can never be.”

Her voice fails her; but bravely ghe
olotion that
has arisen out &f hor heart's agony, and
gently raises ber face to his.

** One thing, Dick,” she says broken.
ly—“one thing, remember—she—esho

other

will not love you more faithfully than I

do!” -
Here he would hava spokenj but she
checks him, -

] know whab you would say,” she
murmurs; * but it is useless. es, 1
have thought it all over, and I know
#hat in time ynu moy forget. But''—
piteously, breaking down & little—" it
will not be for a long time, will it,
Dick 2"

« T hopa not,” says Bouverie Bteuﬂﬂy.
“ag it wxll only bo when death over-

telses me”

« In spite of horsell, her feco changes
at this passionate answer; & lappier

leam illumines it, and her haad trem-
Elee within his.

“You must tell Lallle overything,”
she says preeentl’ze‘ “* and, when we are
again separated, good to ber.  Yes,
you must be the one to tell her all™

“ You, darling—not ma. To confess
b the trubh to you, I made Mrs, Edge.
worth promise to send a tc'egram to
Miss Maturin an honr &go; that - will
bring her here to-morrow, 1 don’f

doubt.”

“ Al " She flughes wu.rm'!y.. and her

on lue theu the warm

hand $ightens n
a death Iy pallor Itak_el

celm fedes, an
© its place.

Bouverie weteh esher anxicusly. Has
his intelligence been tao much for her?
She raises her head p:eeent.ly, and &
deep sigh escapes her... -

“To see her so soon!" she "i'ﬁhfﬂ ers
faintly; but he can see-thab the light
of a great content is making her fecu
glad. -

4 So be " he
-gays, with affected lightness. warn
you in time that ehe will bring you to
your sensres, though I failod, n.nd will
show yon what & little sinner you have
been. Do you think she will counten-
ance your hard-hearted scheme of con-
demning moe to a life eI ein;,le wrotchod-
ness 2"

“ Ah, do not make thmge too 1:ard for
me 1" she entreats mournfully. ¢ Let
us talk of that no more; believe mo, 1
ghall uever be nearer to you thu.n I _11
to-day.”

She lets her eyee meet his in sorrow-
ful earnestnoss, and so marks the sha.

prepared for a eeultlm

dotw that at last he has found it impos- -

gible to banish from his face. Upon

this her tortured heart knows yet B0~

other pang.

* Darling,' she says, bendmg towards
him, *“do nei; look like that! Kven if
I cannot be to you what' you will, still
I do not deny to you that I fool it a

most sweet and blesssd thing to: have
near me as yau now are. - In all

ou
{he bearron bhours .that lie before us,
we shall at lenat Lave thisone to ro-
member." :

To make her any rejoinder just then
9 geems to him impossible; yet something

erhaps he would have' said bat thab
gIre. Edgeworth, reappearing at this
moment with a swmall tray holding wino
and biscuits, puts an cnd to sentimental
phrases.

She comes jn with quito a little bastle

as put the lovers

and in a few minutes
to ront with great ulnughher. . Havin

¢akes capbive tho younger and weaker
of them, nnd bears her off in triumph to
the dungeon up-stairs, where ghe tucks
her aa!ely into her bed, a;nte of all

protests.
“I'm not going to have you laid mpon

my bands again for any one—no, nob if

the eld man thoughte
his hun;l to Del:.rem
¢ Oome licre,” he says gentiy.
Oﬁ?.le ?:beyu him, and, knesling. duwn
by his side, lays her’ eheek -against his
onlder in ono of the’ pretty caressing
fashions that belong to her.
Bouverie, turning aside, engages Mrs.
Fdgeworthin & W jspered cousultation

' “ You remember that woman we were
# Sc, 851" says

I went on my way here—the woman
who directed yon to t'um cottage ?. Mrs.
'Burnet I think you said her name wasg ?"
s Yes—DNrs. Burnet.". :
% Well,, she was kinder to mo than
I can say, and I should liks to do her a'
kindness in return. She has a daughter,
who loves some one, and by whom she
is belovod; but they cannuh marry be-
Lo up-the Weead of. .youe cause of annbltaele t.hu.t stands between

: gaYS -Mildmay, laying them. "It is mot so bad & ODO &S TNBY
lores'sshoulder. ¢ This which separates 'us,” says she, raisin
will raturn with him? her lustrous oyes to-his, all hea.vy wi
lahi;[ shall suddea tﬂtfal : b:lt;.l iit.dl it :tlnie ulgm
* . There is voice aparf; aud I wonld lower1 could.
Eﬂ most Emrir:‘m al intonation. *‘You. Iﬁ‘ﬁhnt is the obhstacle, umy love 2"
| were like her,” he goes.on musingly ; asks ha softly, ta.hng hor han in both

s all my heart wentout to you. . If my his own. . Th

lived, she conld not - +* Money.:
ﬂﬁ: ﬁughm h:io me; 'and now: I lose want to give it to them. Lallie, if you

art of the country. *

young man—you
ou-will go ‘back to your peop

speaking of just now, into whose cottage|

hnm nene. nnd 1|

ho was as handsome agein!” she says
gternly, beating up the pillows asg if it
were Dolores's own self a.he was in the
act of punishing.

« Wake me early,” begﬂ thu eaptivn :

foobly.
“If Ihear of your iﬁet;hug ont from

. betwsaon thess aheats till ten o'clock to-
morrow, I'll know the reasoa why," re-
torts tha gluler ﬁe:caly. - 5

« Which I've a.lwnyﬂ naiﬂ it, and I'll
gtick ‘to it," says Mrs. Ed{;ewerth to
herself later on, when she Jizs biddon
Dick too good night, with a ro spectful
courtesy, on the threaheld of his deer.
“that ' there's nothing like lm
young -people ina houso; and, of
sorts, give me lovers 1™ - 8ho smiles a
genial " smile.’ ** But Bounverie, Bou-
verie ?” She ponders a while, standing
atill in the middle of the pausage, can-

dlestick in hand. ¢ Well,” sho says

ghall not'see you ‘again. I.tall hﬂfﬂf!ﬁ:wﬂl give them’ tke fow
mt@::oﬂii&Itﬂ llﬂhn:ly 'WE; ﬂnﬂi more hundreds they mm, for my sake.”. .

world, and you'— "Younhnlltaell er- yourseif, and ynn
;n::g::;:;e?dly deeor‘ibahle melan- shall' take ths money- ynnrnell. too,

‘" achber.”: - _
choly steals over his tm:o— ym}hwﬂl ﬂm Barnet's
A ecy.’ ¢ Ob, n Iuh not bé in¢ npositann
[arget, ke mun;uﬂ:m MPIEP T o do ’m shal nok be tose o

gultremnlunﬂl # Do not from 'youn nlL. ]_Zahlll nefer go homu

.' B o L

s Tn forge$ mh love sgain.’
possible. y!

. i o
l.

."

has whom we lrnra!

e B Ad~ yon . will ‘aboub. that, darling.| |
z,be-“ Hemo,"s!tar all, is'only where those'ars}:
.:We can.go awWay to-}: 4

' ntly, as though ruheved.  he's not
E;“ehe old’ buonat in' eny one feature

—t.hst.‘l cert.a.in. Let's hope ha has gnt

uothingta do 'mr.h f.hnt fnmﬂy.
eveats !¥.; _ .

L. erfhifw:nonay. .
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for what may brin

 the hall may be heard, - Dolores,

_you accuse yoursell ina

tined to meet Dolores’s aunt.

8. morblo by some invisible hand as sho;
administered her wine and biscuits, she. riagt e T

. from her, yot it thrills threngh all thm

.you nothing, gir

- *lithla wildly.

I -'mthls?"
-,'inaoold

Eaﬁen foi tho lass fifteon mmntaee.
To those waiting in fearful. e;:peutaney
o them'certain Jeya 7
tiits drags in slothful style. R
How many times has sho glanced at-
the aged clock that etandd upright in 25
the hally as if defyinp its vory self? ==
How bften has its ntohd foco assured her.
that sixty seconds run to ¢very minute,
and net one? Itsmcct:up...h ity preyd ==
upon hers i
Not oven Bouverio is herve to whwper
comlors, and convince her that sheisnot
impaticit. He went & good hour ago—-
ob; wha$ an interminable hour I—ta the =
nearost roilway-station to meet Miss ::.
Maturin and bring-bor bither. Bunt has
ehe come ? Will uhe? He might have :
brm:]iht a thousand aunts here by this
t$iee! Evcnas this extraordinary re-
flection occurs to her o swilt = pufl.n

leaves her place at the window and a
vancos inwards. The door is thrum:l
open hiirriedly; s5ome ono enters. Yes,
it is Lalllo—but bhow strange
altercd! She is white as death 1oee11 *;J%, T
and is trembling in every limb. - :‘*’i& =;:‘{.',§;if'_;_' |
s Child—chi —-du.rlmgl" she mur- & ““”_‘_.}‘
mers brokenly. K
She holds out her arms, and in -;,q.,; o
momeontihas folded Dolores within them. ;,3: |
It is & supreme moment—her lost tren-w Bt
gure has bean regained! - g
¢ Ah, I have n wrong! 'I"=‘f SR
have done what I shenld not—I see i'a ‘ ""“ __ff'
now 1" sobs Dolores, clinging to her, = “
Oh the blessedness of heving th:l."“
kind bosom near her once again to be :; i
the recipiont of her griefs! All last -*‘ “'*
night she had lain awalie, p ru% m" o e
herself for the re BErea.chee, the
ings that at last she has como to eel nru
alone her due ; and now—now! e
« Nots word—nota word, my dnrhng!“
crics Miss Maturin, the tears running
down her chooks. "I will not havd’
way. Oh, to
ere-d my pnur
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think of all you have 8
httle rotty enel" b
sweot condonement of her !nult, 4;
auch generous forgotfulness of ‘all the 2t
migerable hours in which she, "Miss ;:e,:, e?
Maturin horself, bod so suffered, pierces = '.'.".,t NS
Dolores's heart. . With a low lmt vohe: rEr
ment sob, she throwa back her head and? B :
£azes into ‘Miss Maturin’s eyes wm.:
almost o tragic meaning in her own.
* Have you nothing else to e ly o elzle.~
says—" no angry word ? Until I sa'w7
Diok yesterday, I nover thoughs hov
you and he wou!d bave to ondure as 'well i :
gs L. I meant to save you from further: 1
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evil: but I only hurtand grieved almoss =
to death the twe for whom I was givins '_"“”' S
up my fife. I havo becn eelﬁeh—-—mrue.!:ur & %
But :.nll-—n.h what is it I must do nnw?” ; &
criea she, with'a fresh burst of despairs.

¢ Oh, hush, my child I" whispers M.l.,a 4 R
IrIuturm. Icudmg her to o ceueh % :a

Drawing tho |

?—F e

girl down beside her, é
phe pressss the .httle soft shiny lond =
against hor hosom and seeks to euet!*:s s

her with tendorest words.

Not in vain. The volce of her nhm ﬁf
from her earliest:iufancy has ministered’ "‘*"‘i‘e !
to her wants brings be.lm to the wounded ,ﬁ SR
soul of Dolores. Grewing calmer pre-‘;* '3‘ |
sently, she gives Miss Maturin a con. /= L

densed accoant of her flight, her illneea. %% ﬂ-ﬁ
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« I must thank him [” exclaims. MIH
Maturin, rising hurriedly from her. sca
as the broken voice ceases.

4 Come with me then,” says Delere'i,
rising too. *I long to make you knewu
to him—my {riend—my prederver!® =

“ God bless him wherever lip gocs !”
murmurg Miss Maturin, in a low tunu
full of intenss feeling. :

She tightens hor hand upon the
as it lies lovingly withja here, an fel- % -.
lows her across the tiny hall to Mr. i@ -
Mildmay's study. Hero it was he Liad’ N ﬂ b
reeeu‘et{ Bouvorie—here too ho 1is ﬂﬁh- i
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With an eager stcp Mliss Maturin = s E‘eu
crosses the threshold—with an enger*«;h‘_
tearful ennle she goes forward to gr&LI:'*'“ N
3 her darling’s friend. " Ho is sitting inj s
his usual eEeir as she and Dolores entor: ,t;e1 A
the roown: ho riscs—their eyes meets o
There is a smothered ejacnlation from = * .
somewhore, and then tho pleasant ginile’ i
dics from Miss Maturin's face, the llghb F
from her eyes; Bhe locks as heuguf
rhe had been suddenly touched "into:
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stands there motionless, her gazo im- r%ﬁt
movably fixed upon Mr. M:Idme.y with' EERNY
o horror in it indescribable, B e
As for Mr, Mildmay, from tho :111»::::11:3:1.'1«.,s_»;*‘*‘H 3
his glance met hors a terrible changs "= L
hias passed over him. " He is watching *ﬁ,-s ;eﬁj'-
her with a strained half unbelioving air, 2= e |
his face blanched, his hands tremblingd ~—’
In his whole appcarance there is a cufi- &
en? sense of fear, vague bat unm:et.el; 5_ :
ﬂb 2. w2 E.-
. #Yonl" Hnye Miss Matutin ﬂ.t lests 0
Hor .voico is not loud, thero is nd “:'.'-f..“=
violent passion in jt. It is indeed lew.
Almost in a whisper the one word faluis o
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» Lallie,” saya Dolores, to touchin her Jﬂ <
i ﬂghtedly. as thnugh to demun hu:;

'?."H:LJ ;
mnt‘lm i #:.?.. 1}\\:;&_;[; :
Very timidly she lays hér band o _
her arm: but for the ﬁrnt timo in all hi'z’ *.-}- f.':';
lifo—and the lnst—Miss Maturin repm- ::. Lo
ges ber. . “*eei'--_;_'

«Havo you boen living onder ﬂllﬂ:h 3
man's roof 2" she asks, in a voice no one! =S
would recognise as hers, 50 horsh is it, *
and filled with so condensed & hntted——-f B
the hatred of a lifetime. * You have =
ooten of his hrleadls Did lmstmct- u.ll

- ? n : .4,;, B 1
$+Tall me what ?'’ asks Dolores fuintly.
¢ Oh, Dick, come herel"--u Bouveric®
walks into the, rnem through the glass®
somse mun " 88 olores a
, S ¢ FE.le ne{lunﬂmhnd
who—who=——""- _8he nnsea.md

breathlessly-to Mr, s =
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