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By the Anthor of “Mmorzp Trzrvaxron,®
“ Lot Lorp Bxmresromp,” * Pxyiiis,”
“2Alorry Bawx,” Erc !

-

Lady Bouverie's hands trembli

: slightly as they rest upon the chair near

her; but her face remains impassive.
‘** For this dutiful speech,” she says,

"4 have to thank Miss—I mean the girl

—— A S

Dolores. Really "—with an insolent
smile—* one forgets at times that she
no longer has aname!” Then, pointing
impﬂriﬂﬂﬂl{ to the door, * Go!’ she
‘I have done with you!l"

% e x 3 %

Lady Bouverie's threat to her son to
gno down to Greylands and interview

i

" Miss Maturin on the subject of this sad

. tragedy that has fallen into his life

. proves no idle one.
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sge ‘bestowed upon the late fins of
Hustler & Melivnzie, T bag to an-
aounve thal I will continue the
business as before, and trust that by
usiug nrst-class waderinl and the
tiest, -skilled Inbor witl continue to
pive the same attisfaction to customs-
ers ux did the lat: Hrn,
Call andd examine 1nvy NEw STeCK.
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To order her car-
riaye, dress herself with almost nnusuoal

tion. i8 but the work of & few minates.
No womanly hesitation, no godly
shrisking from such godless worlk, stays
her. An overpowering desire to bring
down shame on the head of her rebel-
lious son nrges her forward. She will
either gain the victory over him or leave
him nbased in the eyes of the world so
dear to her, ;

As sho enters the library at Grey.
lands, Miss Maturin rises instinctive 5
to her feet. She is looking pale an
baggard, There is a world of expectant
misery in her face, a strange outward
gaze &t thinys that she would {fend from
her, were that possible.

Fear and misery mark her. It gseems

' indeed as though a lifetime has swept
. over her since last she and Lady Bou.

, verio stood thus face to face. The old

proud sweet gracionsness is gono from
her, and she looks crushed, despoiled of
hope, of peace, of all that makes life
pleasant to tha soul. |

But yeaterday, and she had been a

comely smiling womun holding old age

—that barren desert—as still far awa

from Ler in a region as yet untraversed.
To-day sho is feabls, broken, already en-
tered on the nnloved herituge, standing
shrinkine on the outskirts of it, with

_the last shreds of youth and hope lying

.well behind. . |

he makes no attamnt to greet her
vis.tor beyond that involuatary upris-
inw; she makes noatep towards her. All
her bravery ant her high courage have
forsaken hier, aud there is something al-
wnnst torriblein the ti:nidity of the glance
slio casts at Lady Bonveria,:

She stan 4, irresolnte sapplication in
her whole torm, her hoad buwed upon
har hreast, her hody siightly bent, her
hends ciasped together with a convul.
give presaurs.

.To s-o her standing thns—humbled,
Racerinuas—areatss in Lady Bouverie's
rrenst a senze of vindictive pleasure.
‘I'ho poorsoul is pleading voicelessly for
ti:a . Liappiness of the creature who
makes her hanpiness, waiting hopelessly
for & merey that some kind inner spirit
wwarns ber will not be granted. To
Lady Bonreric it is even exhilaratjng to
kuow that the waiting is hopeless, and
that the most passionate prayer for
merey will fall on sterile gronud.-

 This is &.very unpleasant affair,"
says Lady Bouverie,at last breaking tbe
gilence, and speaking in her clearest,
most staceato tone. e

Miss Maturin, raising her maquchﬁly_

eyes, regards her wistfully, - -
'* A very sad one,” she murmurs, in a
voice scarcely audible. - |

oAyl

. "% You mean,"” begins

'I'ﬂNnt friandship 1" saysMiss
'u L v ;
‘% Don't deprociate is; it is, I assure
you, & very great friendship,” returns
Lady Bouverie, still smoothly smiling.
** But, great asit it, I fear it muasb cease
from to.day." - § Haiiy

Miss Maturin s{arts and, if possible,
grows a shade paler than before.

“Yes, from to-day,” repeats Lady
Bouverie, the cold society
on herlips. ‘* And 'to insure this ar-
rangement I look to you for assistance.”
: ‘““Tome ?" says Miss Maturin faint.

y '

'*“You! Of courso,” goes on Lady
Bouverie, shuttiog up her fan with a
little click. -** You see it is absolutely
naceau'arg' that Richard should be con-
vinced that no falsity lies in the state-
ment made to me by Colonel Oswald
about Miss Lorne. . You are the one to
confirm all that he hagsaid1" | -~

‘She leans back in hor seat and gazes
with calm scrutinising eyes upon her
victim. A dull colour flames into Miss
Maturin's cheeks.  Hitherto she has
been standiog; now she sinks upon a
loungo near her, ag though physically
unsble longer to! support hsz owa
1|I:freigl.ﬂ;. o AR | :

. CHAPTER XXI.

"You wounld have me be my child's
murderer!' Misa Maturin cries, in a
choking- vdéice. Then, & moment later
— It 18 imposyibla!” She covers her
face with her hauds -and a dry sob
hursts from her. * Yet stay!' she says
gnddenly, a fuverish light coming into
her eyes. '*I am wrong. You a}:mll
hear all the pitiful ‘tale of my child's
Lirth; and make what evil use of it yon
, Her happiness "—solemnly—
' lies not in my hands or yours, but in
his—your son’s—keeping. Let him be
truo and all the world false, and still
somea joy may be hers!" ‘

L

Lady Bouverie
angrily, forgetting her assumed réle of
calmness and half starting to her feet.
" wWhat have I said,” says Miss Matu-
rin slowly, absently. ‘Let him hear
the entire truth; 'let nothing be with.
Lheld. Then, if the strain be too great,
why, then—" An expression of agony
crosses hor face, but she does not con-
tinne the sentence. -* But, if, when he
hears all,” she goes on hurriedly, * he
gtill remains faithifal, there is hope
belore her yet!” She ceases abruptly,
as thoogh lost in some hnpprtmm of
thought too bright for the soul’s compre-
Lieosion. | T } i TR

. » I ¢trust I misunderstand yon,"” breaks
in Lady Bouverie,. with haughty dis-
pleasure; * but, if you really imagine
that any son of mine would wittingly
ally himself withdishonour and disgracs,
yon woefully miscalculate, and raise
within yourself false hopes that no
earthly power can realise.” .

"« And yet there' is something about
him—Dick," saya Miss Mattrin dreamily
—4 that still hids'me hﬂlLﬁ-- .And, in
trath, madam * turning to her with sad
dign:ty—** there is/that in the mournful
story E am about to relato to you which
might well soften any heart towards the
innocent child who alone survives the
storm to battle with thoshame connected
with it.” But I crave no pity from
youl' she exclaims, breaking off nhrppt-
ly. * Hear this story, and rapeat it to
your son if you will,;and let him decide
if love be sirong enongh to crush tho
fear of the world I | Nie
- Lady Bouverie flings her fan upon the
table with a little crashing noise, and,
learing back in her seat, folds her hands
tightly. g '

1 -

smile still up-

‘me. She bad gons away—unweadded
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of her birth, she. is herself a :

iast kind death released him and me,
and left me free to seek my English
Lhome onoce more, it was to find that
time in my absence had created tragedy
for me, and that home was homeé no
longer. An empty mest awaited mel
It was shorn of its brightest treasure,
The being who had been all in all to me
since my mother's death had betrayed
with James Belton. Oh, the shame of
it I" she cries, in a voico sharp with
pain, flinging out her bands in an un.
conscious protess against fate. There
is at this moment strong upon her a
cruel retlex of that terrible far.off time
when first dishononr came to her. i

“ Yery unpleasant—really distress.
ing!" murmors Lady Bouverie.  Yon
perhaps followed her?* =~ - -

_“There was no ﬂluﬂ-—nﬂthing-—ﬂl:llﬁ

a line or two {rom her, to na.y she
been compelled to ly with him, as his
uncle, from whom ho had expectations,
and who had arranged a e for
him with some heiress, would disinheri$
him were he to disobey his orders; so,
for the sake of worldly gain, he sacri.
ficed » hunman lifa."” i '

‘* I beg you will not excite yourself,”
says Lady Bouverie, applying a dainty
-smelling-bottle to her aristocratic nose.
“It is, after all, only a .very ordinary
occurrence belonging to every-day life
—it is, I assure you, though I grieve to
acknowledge it of the world in which 1
hnlld. a part. Women are 5o mistak.
an " o : .

“ Aud men are so wicked!” supple.
ments Miss Maturin sternly, thoungh
perbaps no woman born was ever kinder
or a-better friend to young men than
she. * But it is not to moralise that Iso
stand before you. Hear me to the end.
When & whole miserahle year had
dregged by without word or sign from
my sister, when I had come to the con-
clusion that' all my searchings were of
no avail, a letter came to me ih her
handwriting, but so faint, so feable, as
to bealmost illegible. It wasaddrossed
from a' small village in Brittany. I
went to her. Tbat journey, short as it
may sound to you, will live in my brain
for ever—ay, death itself wll not
quench the remembranceof it. You see
my hair!” cries she, lifting her hands to
beriron-gray head. I wasbuttwanty-six
then; yet, when I got to that journey's
end, it was no less white then than it is
now," *- e

““And, when you did arrive,” asks
Lady Bouverie, careless of the other's
angoish, and anxious to know only -the
raﬂn;t of the meeting, **what did-she
say. 2" ‘

'?:Sha_ was dead,” says Miss Matarin,

A singular silence follows slhiis solemn
announcement, broken at last by Miss
Maturin,

¢ Quite dead,' she says,ina
—'" dead for an hour at least. ]
little time it seemed, but yet it carried
her beyond all recall. I stooped over

dall waYy

_her, and, as I did so, » faint cry came to

me. I pulled down the clothes; there
—thore a baby lay upon her breast!' Ib
wag alive, It is impossible to describe
to you tho sense of comfort, of hope, of
courage I sustained as I heard that
feeble :E issuing, as it were, from the
very dead herself. It was part of her—
a recoguition to me from her from tha
invisible nntraversahle land to which
she had gons. I lifted the baby and
laid her upon my heart; and there she
bas lain ever since." - it

* No doubt 'Providence is all-wise,”
romarks Lady Bouverie, with a pious
but protesting li{sing of her brows; but,
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perfect creature boyond all pricel"’ . _ gey
“ That depends. on the price,” says R
Lady Bouverie, with su insolent smile; = =
“ yon forget that sle inberits hermo- - - G
ther's blood I"
The entire ooa
hardly

ess of this remark -
reaches Miss Maturin, who bas
grown confused with“the day's misery;

but that something has been said to
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naraqe her idolis clear to her. i
“ Whatever her story may be,"” she [ \

says, rising to hor feet and advancing ° LA
towards Lady Bouverie, ** I must iusist 5 e A1
that you will treat her—absont or pre- CERt R i
vent—with respect.". G G e . |
. ;v Her story!" exclaims Lady Bou- B - {{
verie, throwing down the gauntlet at (e S O
last, and in turn pushing back her ,55;.&' fya i -
- ¢thair and standing haughtily erect. " * I ABER LT
wouder you aro not ashamed to allude- BT 24

to it Knowing"—with a wicked snear 7wl B
—'* this story, you bronght her herol A 42

You allowod my son to make love to o 4
lior! You deliberately planned a mar- B il 0
riage betwoén them—a marriaye with i~ arhl PR
hor—her!" . et - | o

- No words could expreas the insolence’ ¢ E y
that her emphasis on the pronvun con- 5 e M |
veys to Miss Matorin, SRR g -

‘It was a fraud, a sawindle 1" goes on g

Lady Bouveris, carried away by her
loosed passion, so long pent up. * Yon
threw her intothe decent society around
vou, knowing well it' would recoil from
fter as from a Euntiluucﬂ. wore the truth
lkwown to it. Y
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o T e
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ou inveigled my son into’
ni acnnaintanes here. Yon drew him
into your net, hopinz to wed him to this
nameless girl, and so cover her shame
by bestowing upon her the shadow of a
avrinless ancestry. . Yon would have
forcod upon us this base-born girt with

Miss Maturin, laying her hand sud- -
denly upon Lady Bouverie's arm, checks
her words and forces her backwards
until once again she sinks into her seat.

“ Not another word |" she says hoarse- _
ly. *“Ofme—what you will ; but of hor
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stands back a little, though without ra- 2 1 & &
moving her eyeas from her advorsary. i g
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am disheartoned only in that I bave i - ). 2
Aaniled.” - - S B LY le
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varie, with slow vindictiveness, * for e
which I am almost certain youcould bs . A4 |
panislied by law." . ot 2
For a full minuts Miss Maturin's eyes B -

rest scarchingly on hers, Then— g TR
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mind !I"'—and she turns from her. i AR Al

¢ Let me folly understand you,” in.- TR 54,

gists Lady Bouverie,n dark flush risinyg e

to her face; *“Do yol recline to put ax W

vud to this engagement botween Ef son o B

aud youor niece ? Do you absolately re- Bl

fuso to deny himaccess to your house 2 s

¢ Absolutely,” Miss Matarin. sl

1.3
“Let him actashe m’lil I shall neithe
help norhinder him." -
' "iI'hia is your final decision ?"
ok t‘ iﬂ-l" . :

“ Then I shall have recourse to other
means to save my son,” says Lady Bou-.
verie, in a. low threatening tone. *“If
aitch means prove displensing to you,
r:t_:{ufmmber, you brought them om your-
self.” Saoh -
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