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have to say, I supposc, and act uccord-
ing to my best judgmené.” .

Lora released her hand from that of
her lover, and saucily said : AL

wOf course ycu must lioth hear and
heed what he f::*.ﬁ'tu say, jrapa, for did I
not tell you that he is nry best friend,
rot even excepting you and Ma Julia 2
And she effected hicr cyvane into the
Liouso. : 1l .

Ford compress~d his thin lips under
his heavy moustache, and with o courte..
ous movement,turned toward the avéhue,
through which the two slowly walked
under the shadow of the over-crehing
trees, as they talked together. - '

Nugent, perfectly reassured by his
companion’s maunner, rocovered from his
nervousness, and frankly said:

"] came hither this morning, Br.
Ford, to tecll you how dearly 1 love your
daughter, and to ask your sanction te
‘an affection which I beliove is- fully re-
turned. Lora joinel me as I caine ur
from- tho river, and explained to me
your intcution to remove hor [rom Glen-
valo immediately. 1 do uot ask you to
rive her to me at once, only to approve
the encagement we have formed, n:nd
allow me to look forward to our. unlon
before an unreasonable time has elapsed.
My fumily is good: my position a faur
one, with n possibility that wealth may
come to my parcnis before very long,
and I am their-oniv eltd.”

Ford listoncd atieatively, and sauvely
replicd : - %

%] have heard you to the end without
interruption, Mr. Nugent, and I have
nothing to say against thoe statements
you have made. It is o surpnse to ma
to find that my danghter has been allow-
cd to form anatthchmpnt to you or to
any one. She is ver'y young; has seen
nothing of the world; and I thuelkiat will
be only fair to her to allow her to cpter
gociety and understand what will con-
tribute most to her future happiness
before fettering hersolf by a promisc
which may become burdensome. Pardon
me, but if you knew women as well as I
do, you would not count on the first
fancy of a giddy girl who hardly knows
what she wants, or what the nceds of
her life may be in tho time to come.”

«+ T the honr ever comes in which Lora
rogards her promise to me as a fetter,
she will bo free to break it,” replicd the
young man, with erzotion. - ** For all the
world can give I would not hold he-

ouna to me 1t she wished to beo frec.
tut so far as Lora is concerned, I think

coance.”
~hed softly

4 If that 18 all you ask,
already been conceded to
not said that as the po
hoards of Jares Ross, you may MALITY
my daughter? Unless y
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icr $ill sho is gray o
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that I shall use cvery
hor to put rom
gibly leng befo
Leanty is pass. _
-yourself, Ar. Nugent,
Inen as sanguine of snccess,
encowed by nature aud cduc
arc, who failed to win the
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tion as will ent
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not occupy me at that time. As my
mother's representativo, I
South very soon to look into her clains
to.the succession of her cousin, James
‘Ross, latoly of Rio Janeiro. ~ Txcreis a
quarier of a miliion comin
vided o young girl cannot
was spirited away by her step-father
when she was. but ‘an 'infant, that- lic
gain possessioun of. her es
and complicated story, Mr. Ford,
for thet child was reported as dead, when
there is rcason to believo that she may
| If I can prove the de-
cease of Cora Ross tho cstate falls ta
' If she is found alive, of
conrse it must go to her. That, sir, is
the history of my prospective fortuno.”

A singular change came over the fnce
of the listener when the name of James
Ross and the amount of his fortune was
r{ltgmly to the young
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. Ross the brother of
William Ross, of New Orleans, who mar.
ried the heiress of Joel Liyman, a rich
morchant of that city 2"

. #Yea, sir; I know that was tl
name of my cousin Wjllium's wife, and
the South American trador was his only

- brother. Did youknow the elder bro-
ther? Can you tell me anytling of the *
man his widow subsequently married?
It is his villainy I mnst inquire into and-
expose, for Samuel Flotcher got posses.
sion of the little girl, who is the heiress
to this money, if she can be found.":

By this time Ford was his usual*cool.
he indifferently re.
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impussive sclf, and
plicd: *
“1 was acquainied with W
. many years ago, and his name naturally
startled me o little in connection witk
the singular story you had just referred
ta. What is the.story about the child’s
death ?- and why should i$ be discredit.
ed?"” '
“Thero was a davghter by
marriage of Mus. Ross, who died in her in-
funcy; but the step-father declared thad
tho eldest child had died, and claimed
tor tho younger one the cstate left by
Lher mother. By the will of his vrife
Fiatcher had the right to dispose of the
whole of the propursy in case the eldesl
child should dic, and he practised this
deceplion to enabive him to do so."
“ Have you any proof tha
the case?’ asked I'ord, abruptly.
“ Fletcher's agent in Louisiana had o
letter from him speaking of the death ol
" his own daughter,.in which no mention
wag madc. of Cora Ross.
the proporty way afterwands effected by-
representing that tho elder child ha
dicd. The agent was paid a large sum.
to silence his scruples, and he kept the
secret a3 long as he lived. Mr. Pagand.
the lawyer who wrote to.m
lately, was employed to sottle the estite
of the deceased man, and found.the let-
ters of Fleteher among' his priers.
toolk pozsession of thent as evidence that
misht be useful at some future day, and
only a few months afterward a copy of
James Ross's will was sent to him from
Rio Janciro, which showed that the do-
frauded heiress was entitled to a much
larger fortune than tho one she had been
As my mother is next
in the succession, Mr. Pagand wrote to
my father, and sont his letter to the
firm in New York from which mny
‘retired when he moved to the West., It
wns forwarded to him, and reached him-
this morning.” '
rd made no immediate reply;-he
geemad to be immersed in deep thought,
agd Nugent hoped that he wag retall-
ing somwe reminiscence of Willinm Ross
wutch would be uscful to lum in %ho
scarch he was about to undertake. -Bub
this hope was speedily daghed. His
nion coldly said: : -
nces to gain this
uncertain,
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on in the world. Moncy
whieh thal is moved, as you
out for yourself. As to the quest
dispute, it may nover riso up to temp
on to a less disinterested Weciston. 1
ike you personally, Mr. Nugent, for you
bave manlincss cnough to speik -oub’
your true thoughts, oven at the risk of
displeasing, where it is to your intcrest
to concilinte. I have no desire to como
in collision with mny daughtor just.as I
sm boginning to make her nequaintanco ;-
my child to learn to love me and .
look on mie as her true friend.” I cannot
rive my sanction to a
tent, but I will not gafuse all hope to.
as they arc; I
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Let things ro
will rcmove my daughter from y
vicinity, and show hcr what life is worth
to & young, lovely, and
are going on your woy il search of tho
fortunc which - you hope to sccure, and
thus separated, you can’ both test the '
rincerity of your aficction for each other.’ .
I will rclent so fer as - to say that if, at-
the cud of two years, you/and Lora still
remain of the same mind/I will not play’
part of tiic hard-hearted parent..
With so wilful a crectnro a8 I fear my
daughter is, it would Le of little uso.’”: |
Mo years socm a long time to wait,.
but as I can hopeo for no tll)lotbbr terms I
accopt these,” ré
“ I+, is much to have tho gght, '
lo hope on-=I have faith 'in Lora. 5ho
will not be dazzled by:pros
ag to bo untrus to thwe pl
ven me,’ and L shall love
end, let what will como between us.”
 You think so now, no doubt, hut we
shall sco—we shall sce,” as the cynical
“ We understand ecach other
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supposs I must

] think your chz
fortuno are very
Mr. Nugens.
Lopes upon them.
true hidiress will turn up
steps are taken to find her.
futher is still living,
come forward and prove

vacuo and
should myself build no
You may be sure tho
when proper

1f licr Ht{]pf
l:o0 will certainly
her claim to
Such a man as

ity so far,
ge she has
her to tho

reply.

you are mistaken, Mr. Ford. - She was {},iy larpe inheritance.
pot easily won, I assure you; Wut 00w EFlatcher will not h
that I am so happy as to claim her ..

troth, I do not think she wik be willing
to break it. Let her see the Dﬂtﬂlﬂﬂ

d further wordsy c:tn this subject -
go back to the

nosw, an
aro uscless, Shell we
house? ™ . :

Nugent turned, and they moved for {
ward almost in silence. '

to to confess s
doing so, lic can lny
irl's fortune.” |

for she is bare-
‘Put I think X

csita

_."’.—— - .'._'_'- pois

n infamy if, by
his grasp upon the g
«« He might do the last,

L
-

world, if that is your wish. Iam will- ly cighteen years of age.

ing that she shall have the op rtunit
to compare me with others, andall I

In spito of the cdnceﬂjainn Ford. had’.
made, and the smooth suavity of hik.
tones and manner, the reflections of the:

s

behalf if sho
who had de-
should not have tho

s=ci TR T
e
s

would male a fight in ber

can bo found. ‘I'he man

of you s to allow her perfect freedom of ¢ 3.4 her once,
choice when the time comes for hexfinal ooy to do it & secon

decision." e
~ After o slight pause, Ford replied 1o
his most genial manner: .

« That soems fair enough, Mr. Nugent,

———

e M nay

young man were by no means cowmpli-
r:entary to his companion.
ing impression e had made on him ab.
his first introduction was completely
dispelled, and he feit ha had a crafty,.
ungcrupulcus man to deal with, in whom:
conscicnce was dead und honoura thing;

d time if thero is
vend it."”

my . dear - 8ir;
You wounld do much better to compro-

mise with Fletcher if he males a claim
r, and securc half of

If, or ruther for your .
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any law to pro

é Quixotic, quixoticl
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and you are more reasonable than I, 5. step-deughte

feared & fiery young lover would prove. iy . nstate for yourse

My dauchter is a very important per-
suiageut% me, although I have left her 8o
long to the care of others. A motherless

is o heavy charge to a man of the
g:;rlﬂ, and I was :;tglﬂﬁﬁd to know that

to be trampled in the dust
of sclf-interest. :

Yet, such as he wus, |
was the fatherof tho girl he adored, and.
had the right to control her fate for yeara, -

he mistrust awakened by Mrs..
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at the bidding:

d accomplish that. e |
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mother. I1f you coul

now, I should regard y
Lora in a more favourab

Ford regarded the
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it

Grafton’s conduct on tha provious night
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cn grow pale. :I:.u'n low,

.and truc & woman as Mrs. Graftonis. ...

She  has _mnt;ured_d ii;ta Eill l%'i;aly and
charming girl, and she W a Very
rich one. 'glnhﬂ.vu~ looked forward to a
briliiant marriage for hier, and I confes:
that it will be a great disappointment &«
me if she does not make one. Candidly.
now, do you think that your posifior
cntitles yon to be considered & suitable
match, for one so -highly endowed by
sature and fortune as Lora is 2 I know
nothing of you, remember, and if remains
for you to show meon what

mont.” - iy tee LY By T gt
"His tono_was 80, Wnﬂl'lmthm
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