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LA (T SuEMON TN KXOX -CRURGE BY| THE BXV. X. | ‘rapidand impressive the change! “The |
TR FETER MACLEAX, 'P.:8.|L, BEFORE A | light and ‘animation’‘of the eye have | «
- v/ VEBY LARGE AUDIENOR, - - | ’gones the expression has left the face, |
e p s e e o o | and you feel that the intellectual prin. |-
: .nﬁﬂ;-dsysmswﬁhgmp‘mwf’_. “ciple has departed.” The real man has
et MU Y experience an testim onyof men |. €108 Of she spin 18 le ind, Itisa | a little one. just one mov
LTSN v in every age and condition of life, to. | 88d mistake $o suppose that all we ever | shuttle, bu?it mh:sn;;"ﬂtf:ﬂﬂg :Ilt 3:3
% worketh death. Will you not give your
cause into the hands of Christ, for he
will break every chain of gin that binds
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#7i- \  abundantly confirm th:y OF IOSDITASIN: | “of the soul that - once looked out of the
25 m ._With the rapid flight of time. _gz. the energy that: filled the frame,
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{0 the- spiritnal world..  How

comaion Lo C exalted Cprivileges.! oy take a calm, | lips, and say are they committed to the :yn?Vthﬂrnihd 7mlmﬂ 5 cases
770 T Vintelligent view of the éntire situation, | 8rave? ‘Nol The house Las only been J will be cxanlaéd.’ Tha pl?e&gog cloth
FaraR A Unlike Cicero with his calture, philo: | - taken down, while the inmate has de- | that comes from the loom is examired

by the buyer. The web of life is tested

e ] __passage has sugges

.. ter, we gladly place against such un.

' sophy. and eloquence, : whe i

-

-in" the
daugh.

)86- who have no' ho
disease of his beloved, beau

o) ocertainty the .experiénce of patriarch;

-

-could still honor the sup

. apostle, J)i:d}gﬁ'éhjg'aint.' thase of whom,;
R __ deprivation: of :health, wealth;
AR AR loss of life and comfo

in the
oil of wormwood - which self-righteous

 friends poured into their g:}j._pg wounds,

possess’ their souls in . patience.- Suc.
oessive storms, which wouid hay

others away, only raised those grand

6ld heroes on their mountain billows to -

higher altitudes.of faith,
e g L '
3 '8 m révelation, is a great
mystery. - It is not wonderfal tliagtrtB;n

. - multitudinous forms of vegetable- life,
. .. when they have accomp
ject of their creation, should wither-
and die. . Neither is it very strange that-

“ .7 . the various tribes of -inferior animals,

" .7 tionary

possessing no power of thought nor re-
sponsibility, should, generation after
generation, die, and pass away from

- - earthly habitations. But it is astonish.

ingly strange that a being co formed as
man, with high -intellectual powers,
capable of profound reasoning" and
Nastaties. for. ket with

roluctance for death, w ongi
e

‘after immortality, having undev

capacities, often when thess powers of
the mind have attained their maturity
and the soul ‘enriched with|experience
and knowledge—science being unable.

. to find & flaw in the human system that
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“ life.

-wnultd n&ceasq.pilly lead ﬂt; dm'th";fﬁ 3
great mystery; 1 say, t man sho
gicken, wither u.mf die. ' |Revelation
removes the chaos. : “The wages of sin
is death.” - “My days are swifter than.
a x;ﬁe‘aévar'a ghutﬂé.j‘ : |H SR
- ependauce n the Holy Spiri
for guidance, let E: ask earnest con-
gideration -to four| truths which this
_ ted to my mind.
1st. The shuttle flies swiftly, so does
I'hose truths with which we are
most familiar would seem |to be the.
most difficult to learn and appreciate.
The prophet may|say, ‘‘Son of man,
behold I will take away from thee the
desire of thine eyes with a stroke.” We
see this prophecy fulfilled in every walk

- of life, from a8 Vanderbilt with his mil-

. gold
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| withstanding the often repea

lions to the little child on its mother's
breast. .Only to the few it has a per-
sonal voice. We hope that the Dispenser

.of life and death will pass us by, not-

warn- .
’!'da.ya 816

ing in His word. that our
shuttle.”

gwifter than - a. weaver's

- Whether you number your days numer-

)

.. often gpecial
righteous, but in:this God is declaring a

L

ically,

or count them by .your activity
in works of philanthropy and love, are
they not few and full of evil? Have
you listened fo- the voices which are
sent to separate between tha dross and -
of life? The rod, the fire, the
and ‘even death itself, reveal a
loving Father, who chasteneth His
children not for His pleasure, but for
their eternal profit.. ‘We do not under-
gtand why the main support of a family,
wit] .so many comforts of home, should
be removed so suddenly, nor can we

comprehend the many and sore and
afflictions which befall the

€roias,

funddmental principle in .the govern-
ment of the world. - He shuts us up to
h.ith.w;hili:ﬁﬁjnming in this proba-
not be called into exercise if all were
clear and perfect, in God'sirevelation,
in His providential dealings .with us.
#What I do thou knowest not-now, but

i - thon shalt kmow héreafter.” Wo do not
--.know the purposes of our heavenly -

from
shall know hereafter.. We
know that his days were few—cut down
in the prime of life. ‘The web of life
was woven - ‘iswifter than ‘a weaver's

- our

gickness. Each

‘dav was full of mercy;  did we fuf]gﬁ

-8 iate them ?. -Each hour was

~i2 + ‘because*The wheel

" of opportunities;’ did wa 'use them
wlsgllj?::r abuse them, or, forsooth, we .

life is

rbfufpm'ma.'in the | 8ltitudes of life, to

8 swept

ished the ob-.

a love. for |life and a .

- He has placed

'your heritage shall be love, peace
- Joy-

- Of how great impo

Faith and trust would ;

. pufferings

. cannot sink
. How_ prone we.are not to.
A days until- they are gone..
{:%: 7" . Heslth is scarcely ever valuned correct-- |
b + 1w until after a bed- of

‘let them pass by forever ? - The web of

el wil never grind t

quickly, this is done! : *Swifter than a
weaver's shuttle,” ' It is done by our
8overeign Lord, our heavenly Father,
in infinite . mercy, in the plenitude of
Hllﬂdflrm' not to rot but to enrich, not
to kill with grief, but to raise to higher

for His own people. i
. IL."As the weaver works according to
a givep pattern, so man should bave a
~ purpose in life.- The shuttle flies swiftly
to and fro, and every thread adds so
much to‘the pattern,in the weaver's

mind. ‘In weaving the great web of

life thero should be a, definite purpose.
You can never rise ilighar thIaJ.n your

_model. | Water only rises as high as its
- fountain. Brethren, make your mark

high,because you can with all certainty
expect - great things from. God. Our
‘brother, whose death we commermorate
to-day, toiled faithfully up the hill of
knowledge amid many difficulties, until
he reached the honored position which
he filled for some years, up to the hour

* of his death. Labor has sure reward.

' I would ask you with all sincerity to
have a pattern in the spiritual, as well

as in the natural, or intellectual world. .

The heathen orator wounld ask you to
follow Cicero, or Cato, or some of their
false gods, but to the christian there is
only one perfect example—the Lord
Jesu1 Christ, who said, “Follow me."
Work according to the pattern which
fore us in His life,and
all is well. O Christian, partaker of
most exalted privileges! Yours are .
justification by the righteousness of
Christ, ~ adoption by the infinite love
of God, regeneration by the Holy Spirit

"applying the work of Christ, sanctifica.

tion by the unmerited favor of God, and
rseverence in holiness through tho

" intercession of Christ.; You are not
‘ kept  from persecution; nor aflction,

nor temptation, not even death, but
you are kept in these things, watched
over by an all-wise and all-powerful
Being. Weave tho web of life carefully,
according to the Divine model, png
an
Sudden death to you shall be sud-
den gloty. *My days are swifter than
a weaver's shuttle.” i
III. The durability .iof the pioce
woven depends on the guality of each
thread, so the quality of life tlupar_ldﬂ
on the character of the élements which
compose it. The strength of a chain
depends on the strength of the weakest
l.i.uf:.3 It is the weak threads in the web
of life that determine our moral worth.

‘It is this part in the fabric that calls..

for earnost consideration. . Each day

adds a thread to the web which we are -
weaving. No hand can move the

. ghuttle but thine own. We are only

responsible for our own weaving. Your
neighbor may be weaving a garment of
many colors, but that av you no-
thing. . Turn your eye inward to thine
heart and behold what a clash of

.colors!’ How many of them refuse to

blend into an article of intrinsic worth?
Each day has its far-reaching influences
for good or evil, for sin or holiness, for

God or the great enémy ~of our souls.
' rtance, then, ‘‘to

number -our days,” and assiduously
watch every element that enters into

~the great loom of life, out of which

garments are woven in time and worn
in eternity. “Whatsoever a man soweth,

" that shall he also reap.’” = °

On what are you resting your hope of.
gsalvation.? Is it nearer now than when
you believed 2. Twice blessed are they
that have a sincere desire to be con.
formed to the likeness of Jesus Christ.

Press onward, brethren, to the Golden

City: amid all discouragements, deliver-
ance will come! . -Let us prefer-the
of the new life of faith, to
' the tantalizing sweets of the old. = We
guwn here and rest in

worldly’ delights’; we want a better
country.  Let our conduct rest upon
the hope of immortal blessedness. This
ired country therefore is beyond the

region of death. The day g bedark
m:lgd1 heavy, but ‘
that at evening time -1t L
‘YWhen our lives are brought into
that we were believers, all
ghall be attribu

efects in the'lives,of

red by the .

masions propared

- stand the investigation.

- parted bro

ted to Christ..

by the world, and though the flaw may
pass undetected through this life, rest

agsured that death cannot possibly be -

deceived. There isione’ possibility of
escape! We must fall before this last
enemy, like the field of corn before the
reaper’'s sickle. It is an undeniable fact
that death is mo ter of age, per-
son, condition or character. On the:

same day I have taken the lovely infant

from its mother's bosom, and man in
the prime of life from his affectionate
wife and loving family, and placed both
in the tomb; sweet childhood, and
vigor of life as well |as withered age;-
the blooming bride as well as the way-.

worn p' im; the vanguard and rear - -
.guard of life. Among '
_aristocrats and peasants, exal

kings and subjects,
_ . and
obscure, known and junknown, strong

and feeble, healthy and sickly, death is

no respecter of persons. His sway is

universal and inexorable:;. from the

poor. and wretched [to the rich and

" noble: from the obscure tenant to the

gorgeous chamber and palatial home.
““The saint is on the same footing with
the sinner ; the man of God as thechild
of Bolial ; the humble, praying, devoted
man or woman as the man or woman

‘devoted to mammon, |or fashion or vice. .

and evil-doing. Death is blind to all

‘moral distinctions: he as soon and as

remorsely strikes down the most emin.
ent, the most - useful, the most holy and '

" sainted, as the vagabond, the. usoless,
the immoral’ and vicious. He never

raises the question” a3 to readiness, or
as to times and seasons, or as to how.
many hearts will |be wrung - with

anguish, how mauny interests will suffer, °

how many ‘bouls, in all their sins,
hurried into eternity.” Brethren, you
cannot meet|this last enemy, unless

you meet him)in Christ, who has taken

 away the sting of death. -

" Go to the marble city on either side
of our town, and lpok on those last

dwelling places of the{rail body, and

‘after investigation you will see that the
- majority are carri -

home in childhood.
The reaper would rather, it scems, cut
the blossoms and gather the flowers

‘than wait for the ripened grain.* The
queen of fashion will not- necessarily *
" wear the white' robe of purity yonder.

What is the texture and coloring of tho
web of life, viewed with the light thad
comes from the tomb? O} thatour

lives were hid! with Christ in God—
porfect robe of His .

clothed with the

a

righteousness ||

'Teos ; it Is well! The evening shadows lengthen i

- Home's golden gatés shina'on vurravished sight

And though the tenderties we strove tostrengthen

Break one by one—at evening-timetis light.

 *Tis well 1 The earth will all Ber myrlad volces

Has lost the power our senses to enthrall
We hear, above thie tumult and the noises,

,Buft tunes of musie, like anapgel's call.”
:- I‘ - 4 i- *
Every structure, which is built,, must

be tested at the final day of reckoning,

before the Supreme Reviewer. Timé
is the enemy of fallacy, and will try
every fabric in life. The one that is
built upon the'*Rock of Ages” wlll only
The blush of
gshame will be an infallible witness
against us. Why is it that Eddystone
Jighthouse stands

against it—the mighty avalanches of

wator that roll overit? 1Is it not that

the ingenuity lof John-Smeaton dove-

tailed into the living rock and built his

gtructure from a sure foundation ? Sv,
brethren, .the life |that is built upon
Christ, the living rock, endores every
storm or wave that beats against it. In
the Rock that was cleft for us, we are
safe. No enemy can dislodge us; no
foe mortally wound us! We *‘are kep#
by the power of God, through' faith,
unto salvation.” |
~ Is it well with
Are you weaving the web of life in this

"Joom ? .Is your foundation sure in the

land of our pilgrimage? Was our de- - .
r lu@]&ng to Christ for
has gone to give an

strength? He

acconnt of his stewardship to. the

Master. - I had many pleasant conver- . -
. He

sations with him. |He a firm
of.the great truths of christianity

acknowledged his' weakness, but the
mises were' 80 strong and full that
Ba could not ‘doubt. He confessed
Christ before the world, and com.
memorated ¢che dying love of our blessed
Lord. He said he attended to the one .
Prayer was always ob- .

8. D¢
that hewasnotafraid ~

to die, but if spared, he would do
work than ever for his Master.
' over his

the storms that beas’

you, my brethren ?

more
form, anf:l :




