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GEORGETOWN CINEMAS

. ¢The movie of

the year?”

“BEACHFS’ IS A HIT FROM COAST TO COAST.

¢ Itis a worthy, wondrous film." @ @

NBC-TV, NEW YORK (3) roronto
:"-':- @ — Pia Lindstrom ®__|....;.:n|:-

BETTE BARBARA
MIDLER HERSHEY

‘nﬁ\i THEY MET ON A BEA(.H 30 YEARS ACO

BEACHES

e . ONCE IN A LIFETIME YOU MAKE A FRIENDSHIP
. THAT LASTS FOREVER.
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\N selected theatres

Evenings at 7:00 & 9:15 p.m.

Matinee Sat. & Sun. at 2:00 p.m.
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Matinee Sat. & Sun. at 2:00 p.m.

2ND GREAT WEEK

Evenings at

7:00 & 9:15 p.m.

. A RICHLY DETAILED CANVAS
BRIGHTLY COLOURED IN
Yy N\ W.ECIMIACI'M

PARENTAL
auiDANCE

ALL SEATS
ANY SHOW
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873-1 999

~ glamorous world of the jet-set with

Hollywood beat

Back to home Base

By DAVID GIAMMARCO

The book is called Bandito. It’s the
biggest thing to ever be smuggled
across the Mex-
ican/American/Canadian borders
in the trunk of a Pinto. The plot, with
ultimate intellectual clarity, con-
cerns a peasant Mexican thief who
opens a dry cleaning store in a
sleepy Mexican = village
and...and...and. .. wait a se-
cond . ..sorry, I got mixed up,
Wrong book.

Splendido is the name of the book
and it’s the latest installment in the

very successful series of books bas-
ed on reluctant hero Tom Coward.

Including its predecessors Matinee
Idol and Foreign Object, Splendido
traces the continuing adventurous
escapades of Coward through the

exotic locales as backdrops for his
James Bondesque misadventures
with the very rich and very
powerful.

The man behind all this mayhem
is none other than author Ron Base.
And if that name sounds familiar, it
should. Base was the Toronto Star
movie critic for seven years. In ad-
dition to the Star, Base’s work has
appeared in numerous magazines
and newspapers all over North
America, including The Chicago
Tribune, The Washington Post, The
New York Post, The Los Angeles
Times, The Midmi Herald, News-
day, Cosmopohtan and Maclean’s.
And if listing every distinguished
publication (except The New York
Post) known to mankind wasn’t
enough, Ron has also co-hosted his
own movie show on TVO, and for the
last several years has been hosting
his nationally syndicated radio show
called Marquee Magazine.

ACROSS

1 Gone
5 Our star
8 Thiow
12 Hunry
13 Peer Gynl's molher
14 Medicinal plant
15 Thought

16 Misl 23 Something

17 Foliowing ol value

18 Eliminate 25 Employ again

20 Knol lace 26 Was sick

22 Wallz 27 Bachelor of Laws
24 Aida, lor example 52 Melal 29 Delerium lremens
£t Sell 53 lowa college 33 Dining

28 Waler nymph 54 Alwavs €9 34 Lybia measure
30 __Vegas 55 1.0".: » 35 Altilude

31 Ullimate, abbr. 58 Terminal 36 Shone

J2 Loses blood 57 Scorch 37 Swiss river

36 Argon and neon 38 Views

39 Begin DOWN 43 Whal we breathe
40 Intertwined 1 Biblical lion 44 Nal. Rifle Assn., init.
41 Chinese pagoda 2 Pack 45 Heavy weight

42 Mineral source 3 WWI hero 47 Age

43 Againsi 4 Desirtes 49 Avenue, abbr.

46 Recenl 5 Make unhappy 50 Sea, Fr.

48 Title 6 Employ 51 Before
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But it’s Ron’s first love—writing
novels—that keeps propelling h1m
back to the home computer, allow-
ing him to unlock his imagination
and wit for yet another sophisticated
thriller. Splendido as Ron sees it, ““is
not my attempt at world peace, but
it is an attempt to do something dif-
ferent with the crime fiction genre,
at least in this country. Canadian
crime fiction has to do with solid,
stolid middle aged sleuths who fit in
perfectly with the exact dullness of
tlie Canadian landscape.”

Tom Coward, the focus of the
books, ‘“‘is not solid, stolid or
reliable.” He’s an anti-hero moving
about in a nch glamorous world

AuthorRonBuo Inlrooontohotoi
hlmrotumlngtromncouphofdnya
spent in Hugh Hefner’s jacuzzi. (Just
kidding . . . it was really an entire

a racing thriller filled with great
humor and sardonic wit.
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that he’s a part of, but not really a
part of at all. He belongs, but he
doesn’t belong. He’s just not your
average, everday hero.”

But it is Canada, 1989, and Ron
Base’s writing just doesn’t seem to
fit into the Canadian stereotype. His
novels read like anything but what
we’ve come to expect from Cana-
dian authors. And no one is more
aware of this than Base, who sees
that ‘Canadians don’t seem to like
things that smack of commer-
cialism. I mean we do, but we like
to get it from the Americans.”

And what about a movie serial
based on Base’s character? “It’s
been suggested for television and for
movies but the problem in this coun-
try is that nobody’s got the kind of
money that it would take to do it.”

Lack of Canadian funds, however,
hasn’t stopped Base’s venture into
the film world, at least from behind
the cameras. He wrote the
screenplay for the 1984 film Heaven-
ly Bodies: and his current
screenplay, entitled Ghostwriter is
set to soon go before the cameras as
well. In addition to film, he’s writ-
ten episodes of Night Heat and
Mount Royal for television.

With all the experience Base has
accumulated from his years involv-
ed with movies and television, the
similarities between Base’s life and

‘his fictitious character’s life makes
us wonder how much of Ron Base is
actually in Tom Coward.

“When I first wrote about Tom
Coward, I was married. Tom was
sort of my alter-ego I suppose. He

was single and travelling around the
world while here I was chained to a
typewriter in a basement office.”

But things change, and after Base

Continued on page 31

Historical Town Hall

Halton Hills will continue with a
procedure that in three weeks will
protect the Acton Town Hall under
the Ontario Heritage Act. Having
gone through the 30 day appeal
period without receiving objections,
Council Monday approved the final
step which will advertise the
passage of the bylaw for three
weeks.
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CORRECTION

We regret that due to limited supply,
the following items may not be
available at all store locations during
the ‘‘Valentine’s Super Saver Sale””

Radio Clock w/Cassette

Sega Cartridge—Outrun
Alari Cartridge—Pacman Jr
Atari Cartridge—Venture

Consumers




