Steamers stymied

The best defence is a good offence—a tried

and true truism (hat fits most subjects; even
hockey . But sooner or later the
going to wade into the defending
. that happens there better be'more than a
good offence to keep them company.

In Oakville Thursday nid‘thﬂ'e was not,
for Milton

Milton Jr
game to Oakville Blades thanks lar
Milton miscues in thejr own zope. It
with less than 30 !im'.thm to play but Bladés
scored an empty'net goal. The puck, as
heavy and final as a curling rock, split the
abandoned Milton net cleanly to give Blades
the twogoal margin.

It was a doubly bitter pill for Milton coach
Gary Hudson to swallow. With four games in
hand on the league leaders, Hudson wanted
o start a major push to gain points. The
- catalyst was Milton's 104 victory over
Georgetown on Dec. 22. But the drive falt-
ered in Oakville when Milton goalier Paolo
Zulian was forced to make stops and
rebound stops time and time again against
Oakville attacks.

“When he's got to clear the puck himself
he's going to take penalties,” Hudson said,
in reference to Zultan's three minors. *'Our
defericemen are killing us. We're ruaning
around in our own zone,"

The Mg ue leading Blades didn't score on
any of Zulian's minors but their high-
powered offence look advantage ‘of the
opportunities to grind at Milton. There were
continual close escapes. Although Oakville
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All locals
earn berth

in pla ).(o#

By ROB
( hampion
Al press time all five entrant. had
gdined a berth in Buvu‘t play-
offs  The four minor squads amt the novices
faced the playoff challenge with Hry1
degrees of possible success. A recap
tournament play to Friday lwuﬂhdﬂv‘

Novice

Milton P.L Robertson Sockets
uphill baille in Beaver action M
division features two extremely
squads, Sault Ste. Marie antl Detroit
Compuware. Sault Ste. Marie blew Milton
out 650 in the first Socket tilt. Milton came
back 1o edge Richmond 4l 43 but they

faltered in their final game, dropping a 3-¥

decision Lo Georgetown.

After Millon's first loss, coach Jeff
Cookson admitted things had been a bit slow
lately. »

"1 theught we could have stayed closer (o
them (Sault Ste. Marie) but they got two
early goals—two in the second shift of the
game. But our aim is to make the playofls
We've been on a three game losing streak
coming into this (the Beaver) and wé're in a
bit of a slump. So we shuffled our line-up a
little bit. We swilched defenceman Kevin
Boyle to wing and Blair Kitchen to defence.
And we shullled two lines around com-
pletely

The only line Cookson left intact was the
high-scoring Carlo DeVito, Ryan Haydar,
Jeff Haydar combination

That line was responsible for two goals as
Milton beat Riclymond Hill, with Ryan
Haydar and DeVito scoring. Kevin Boyle
and Derek Hunter had the other Milton
goals

Against Georgetown, Ryan Haydar
scored Milton's sole goal. Milton was slated
to meet Detroil in the first round of Lhe play-
offs. Detroit Compuware comes from an
organization with an $800,000 yearly hockey
budget and a Michigan-wide drawing area.

Minor Atom

Al the minor atom level Milton's Docs and
Dents were viewed as one of the mos!
danger squads in the event but Milton
has yr%ﬂtlstuuccm in lowrnaments.

“We havent won one yet this year."
Milion coach Tom Sargent pSinted out. “We

hope that the home ice advantage helps us. | ,t

know the boys are ready for it. We've heen
bridesmaids for the last two years. In
league play this year we've won 20 and lost
only two bul we cant seem (0 get up for
tournaments.’

Bob Davidson

opposition is
zone, When .

B Steamers lost a close 75

as 6-5

i'nBlad.eS'

n

'dldn‘l score on Zulian's Ities, they did

pop home four powerplay goals. Milton
scored one. g 2

The two squads appear almost equally
matched. Both play strong skating, offence-
oriented heckey. Neither enjoys a marked

o . size advantage. In & small rink, such as the

‘here was a lotiof this Thurndn in I’lnkvillf Abovr a \lilln-n l’tfﬂ:dﬂ dhu whllf Stea mer
Jie Paolo Zulian turns to face the action. Milton's drfrntr was slipshod.

s Champion

It was an end to end exciting battle when Milton Remax Bantams met West Seneca in
Beaver action. Above, a Milton shooter gets set Lo score.

But with three convincing wins this may
be the tournament jn which Milton's luck
changes. Medics defeated Oshawa 5-1,
edged Brantford 3-1 and pounded Oakville 8-
2. Al press lime Medics were scheduled to
play Orangeville in the playoffs.

Medics jumped all over Oshawa in the
opening game. Ryan Schagffer had two
goals. Jason Cole, Dave Marshall and Jeff
McKenzie added one each. '"The leam
played today,”' Sargent compli-
mented. " re starting to play as a
team, and not as individuals.

By ROBKELLY
Champilon Reporter/

It 's more difficult to find teams than in the
past. It's Jike trying to be a diplomat and &
judge at the same lime. It ends with four
days of organized mayhem and a spate of
trophies, handshakes and heartbreak, It's
the Milton Beaver tournament and for the
fourth time Bob Davidson is the chalrman.

He haunted the rink last
week's extravaganza, leaving only to watch
his own major atom rep leam compete in

F'Ilmbnrn
inding schedule, amply

Despite
illmtrlledhy the flt: ue etched in his face
Friday, Davidson
down.
“We (his wife Chris helps out a great deal)

like deoing it. We've met a lot of good people
and mate a Jot of friepds. It's a Jot of fun. It

really is."

That statement is supported by the
amount of return business the Lournament
receives. Alarge percentage of leams en-

tered come back and uullly

_ spread favorable comments

Beaver, Davidson said.

In their second tilt Milton got a pair from
McKenzie to ‘spearhead the allack
Schaeffer added a single

Rick Warren and Marshall had two each
in the big win against Oakville. Cole, Randy
Symmers, Matt Downs and McKenzie added
the others. Milton was scheduled to play
Orangeville in the first playoff game al
press Lme.

Minor Pee Wees

The team which beat Milton Optimist
mifior peewees in their first game of the
Beaver tourney made the playoffs and
that's just fine with Miiton ml:uger Mike
B-nyla

"It would be nice to meet H-ll'l'l'lltﬂﬂ in the
final,” he said. “They have a’good club,
there's no doubt about it~

Hamilton Huskies shIded Milton 3-2 in the
tournament opener O
win their next two, ting Mississauga
Royals 42, and shutling oul Mississauga

wois 80. Pete Downs was the Miiton
gullit lan Ellis had a hat trick in the game

"We were a little sloppy in the first:
game," Boyle admitted. Huskies got the win
on a breakaway goal with 35 seconds
remaining to play following a Milton give-
awa

gut in the second game the kids were
more relaxed,’’ Boyle continued. The jillers
wore oﬂ and they had it in hand all the

way.’
That discipline carried over (o the final

" whitewash. In addition to Ellis’ hat trick

Trevor Brandt scored twice. Todd Mulley,

‘Russ McLean and Mike Cox added the other

Apum Royals, MclLean, John Cheese-

" man  Brant and Mullews scored. In the

thng tml'nlmenll as lwly o earn money
to pay the high costs assoctated with minor
hockey. It's starting to tell in Milten,
although less so than other cenires.

“I think it's out of hand, | really
Davidson.admitted. ‘I think there are too
many lournaments. ['ve called a lot of other
tournament directors and they say the same
thing. Right now there are 27 minor tour-
nlmmtl being run simultaneously (within a
day’s drive, in Ontario) and there are more

'.lhn 300 OMHA tournaments a year.'

“Despite that | think we've maintained a
high level of competition,” Davidson con-
tinved. "1 think it's consistent with prior

no signs of ' years."

The tournament featured 37 nt>|nll this
ht.minmmwhumm
norm. Consequently were 73 games
instead of 75

Davidson feels that the Milton tournament

is & good deal all around, and that's one of
the main reasons it 8 popular.

“I think it's one of the 10 tournaments
in lerms of the cost viewed against the level
flmp!lmn and the hardware a team can

ake home. And that's whal leams are

But more and more hockey cenires are looking for nowadays, the highest possible

imists came back o .

one at Oakville, each club slaghed into the
ing mne‘Iredbently and effectively.
Steamers could have made the contest
even closer than it was, however, if they had
kept their heads under provbcation
Steamers took 32 minutes in mihors to

+Blades’ 26. SeVeral Milton penalties were of

the push, punch or poke variety, offered
alter some real or imagined insult. They agé
the kind of infractions referees rarely
ignore.

The game keptthe Oakville crowd on the

edge of their seats. When it was over qpg..

sardonic spectator snld with a wink; “There
was never any doubt.”” The woman he was
talking to replied, “It’s not over ‘til it's
ﬂ’d’ﬂ.“

The teams swapped goals throughout. In
Oakville's small arena the crowd rings the
e surface more closely than elsewhere
One can almost hold a conversation with
someone on the other side of the rink while
speaking in normal tones. After every Oak-

' ville goal the cheers rang out loudly and the

scratchy, distorted music system kicked in.
it played the ‘Lone Ranger' theme and then
offered a screeching recorded choral cheer
It sounded like the noise one would imagine
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir would make
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as they plummelted over a cliff in a bus.
\The first period ended in a 2-2 stalemate.
Oakville captain Ron Hoover and Tony
Cizinoski scored for Blades, each getting the
first of their pairs ofigoals on the pight. Stu
Anderson and Bob Landry repifed for
Milton.

Oakville started the second period
-ﬁrungh They scored within the first min-

ute when former Milton player John Stalos 3"'

pounded in a slapshot from the blue line
after Mark Fisher dug the puck out of the
corner and fed him a pass. Milton tied it
three minutes later when Landry shovelled
in a rebound following Pete Jeffrey's initial
shot.

Milton took the lead for the first and only
time halfway through the second following a
face-off in the Oakville zone, Tim Pollen got
behind the entire Oakville® defence, in-
cluding the goalie, to cash in on Perri Hood's

' passoul

Oakville tied it when Cizinoski got his
second dyring a power play. He picked a
high corfier over Zulidh's trapper while
Milton captain Mark Duval sat out a holding
cdll. Oakville went ahead in the 1ast minute
of the period when Mike Pelletier laced in a
slapshot from 40 feet cleanly beating Zulian. .

Steamers started the third with a shot at a
comeback; they had a power play going ',
early on but couldn't tie it. Oakville goalie
Widyne Cowley made several fine saves to
rob the visitors.

In the middle of the period, Zulian held

cont'd on pg. B3

Notice

Championy, sports
deadlines were advanced
for the two holiday issues.
Coverage reflects events
as they stood apapress
time. Normal scheé uling\
resumes next week.

Later it was the thllm turn, h-wn er. Above an \mrr.n uhmtrr hnngn one in. Milton

won 4-3.

opening game Mike Cox got both Milton s
goals. Milton was slated to go up against
Hespeler in first round playoff action al
press (ime. Opts have played Hespeler |
wice, winning and losing. In Milton Opts
beat them 53 and at Hespeler the home
owners look it 3-2.

Minor Bantam

Remax coach Doug Vaughan got one of his
two wishes. His Milton club made it to the
tournament playolls and had a shot at the
final, but they didn't beat Oakville

The bants shut out Preston in their

Harry Wiwcaaryk

return on their dollar.

Il takes $175 to gain entry Lo com petition
For that, each team |is guaranteed three
games, each player gets a pennant and six
players from. each division ge all star
trophies Champlonship game mosl
valuable players get trophies and both sides
in championship tilts take home hardware

"iothart s an opportunity tatake a lot oyt
of It.,” Davidson said. Part of thal op
portinity was provided by the Milton Lion's
Qub and the Hockey Moms. They pul in a
large part of the $1600 it cost to buy all those
new trophies

Despite that allure, Davidson had a tough
time pulling in entrants to the lower age
uleitb\rwu this year

“N's hlrd to gel novices, eveswiminor atom
was tough."” he admitted. “'But then | pulled
ih Depew, New Yurt (minor atem ) and the)

won their division."

The plight is apparent elsewhgre Other
areas have been Iﬂl successiul (han Milton
in recruiling .younger leams. In recenl
tournament s, Davidson said. Brantford wed
only four novice (eams and 1 ondon removed
novice competition entirely due to lack of

entrants. Al an Orilla lournament only siX

-

opening game (340) and then fought af
exciting, end-to-end battle with New York s
West Seneca. Milton came out on top of a 43
score but they had to work hard for it. After
that game Vaughan claimed his squad was
réady for arch rival Oakville

You walk in that dressing room right
now and you'll see they rehigher than a
kite. They re ready

But Oakville managed a 32 win over
Remax with a late tie-breaker ,

Against Preston, Todd McLeod, Lee Finch
and Shawn Healey scored for Milton. In the
West Seneca tit Chris Leblanc had two and
MclLeod and Mark French got the other
Milton goals. In an earlier contest Oakville
had drubbed the Americans 11-1 but the
Yanks ¢game out fired up against Milton and
played a solid game

Against Oakville, Leblanc and Healey
scored. Al press Lime Milton was slated lo
meet Richmond Hill in the playoffs. Oak-
ville faced off against Dundas in the other
playoll game

Minor Midget

The midget division features some tough
competitiion, That was evident Thursday
night when two other playoff-calibre teams
battled it out Paris edged Aurora 65 but
Aurora came from behind Lo close the gap in
a tough apd fast hockey game,

Tough and fast is the way Millon's
Sargent Farms plays it too and at press time
they were pencilled in against the Aurora
squad . in playoff action. Paris faced
Flamboro

Milton beat Flamboro 3-2 in their thirdd
prellmlnan game. Farmer coach Larry °

cont'don pg. B3

Davidson shows no SIghs of letting up

minor atom teams competed and In 8.
(Catharines there were only six minor pee
wee entrants. Miiton had five novice squads
for the Beaver and a full slate of eight teams
in the other four divisions. In most
categories Davidson had too many entrants
and had to turn some teams away. He for-
warded the information to other Lournament
mgnm:rn

‘1 give them to Nov. J0 to register Illd
then | pick the leams for the tournament ™
he pointed out “It is not Srst come first
served.

Davidson shared the credit for making the
tournament a success. “We had a ot of
people working behind the scenes,”” he said.
“(hris did a tremendous amount of work,
For the firsl time we used 'wo arenas
(Thompson, Laurier) full time and Ed Dunn
handled everything over there (al Laurier)
Theé referees dld a super job and tookacut in
pay o do .

The Jourpdment has been budgeled to
make a profit and funds from the operation
20 bagk inte Milton minor hockey.

Al press time there had been three player
injuries, none -u-rml.l enough o reguire
haspital stays




