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Christmas festivitiesinotherlands

Yuletide greetings to all! We

want to keep on building friend-
ships with all of you out there!
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The joy of Christmas is
boundless — it circles the
globe and is celebrated In
as many ways as there are
nations.

In Panama, for instance,
Christmas is a time for
visiting. The visits begin on
Christmas Eve, when
friends come to your home.
Together, you go on to yet
another friend’s home. So
the visits continue, until
Christmas night, when it’s
time for a party. Children
open their gifts at midnight
in this country, where dec-
orated trees, both artificial
and green, add to the holi-
day atmosphere. On Christ-
mas Day, special fruitcakes
and yellow cakes are serv-
ed in honor of the holiday.

Italian children look for-
ward each Christmas to the
arrival of Babbo Natale or
Father Christmas. Another
Italian custom popular with
youngsters is the exchang-

ing of panettone, special
cakes baked at Christmas
time. Attending mass and
gathering together with
other family members for a
big dinner are other Christ-
mas traditions in Italy.

In Brazil, the holiday
celebrations begin at mid-
night on Christmas Eve.

- Factories sound off their
sirens at this time, and the
cities are brightly decorat-
ed with lights, as stores stay
open al! night. After church
services, families gather
together for a feast of
turkey or lamb, tropical
fruits and Christmas cake.
And, they toast each other
with champagne. In this
country, you’ll find only
artificial trees in the homes,
because of the warm
climate.

Bavarian children eager-
ly await a visit from Knecht
Ruprecht on December 6.
This _Santa-like figure

distributes candy to good
children, while naughty
youngsters get a spanking
from ‘‘Grumbles,”’ a
devilish figure carrying
sticks or a switch. The
Christkindl or Christ Child

brings presents on
Christmas Day as well.

It’s summertime in Peru
during the Christmas
season, so instead of going
sledding, youngsters there
go roller skating and biking
on Christmas Day. The
festivities begin with mid-
night mass on Christmas
Eve, after which families
go home for hot chocolate
with panettone (an Italian
cake bread) and open pre-
sents. There is food in
abundance at this time,
notably roast pig or turkey,
either cooked on a spit or
in the ground. Musical in-
struments are played while
everyone sings folk songs
and there is much dancing.
Firecrackers are set off
during these holiday parties
in Peru.

St. Lucia’s Day,
December 13, ushers in the

We're sending
friends our recipe
for a bright and
healthy 1987!

holiday season in Sweden.
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Tradition dictates that the
eldest daughter of the fami-
ly should rise at dawn to
serve coffee and cakes to
the household. As St. Lucia
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white-robed girls can be
seen 1n schools and civic
buildings on St. Lucia’s
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on December 16. For nine
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o | search for a room at the
AKE RY inn, a reenactment known

as Las Posadas. At the end

nous vous souhaitons un Joyeux Noel '
et une Bonne et Heureuse Annee |

DE GILLES ET SUZANNE

TERRACE BA

POULIOT :

P H 0 N E 825-9039 ET LE PERSONEL DE VOTRE 9 of the nine nights, the sear-
CIRCONSCRIPTION chers are finally given a
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For the children, the
highlight of the fiesta is the
breaking of the pinata, a
clay container stuffed with
goodies.

Denmark celebrates
Christmas as the greatest
holiday of the year and
preparations are elaborate
indeed in this Scandinavian
country. The season begins
with Baking Day, when the
dough 1s mixed for
brunekage, a paper-thin
spice cookie served at
Christmas. Mixing is done
two or three weeks before

....... Dot ot = S e the baking in order to allow

e B v o the

; I A flavors to blend. Families.
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Christmas Eve, and after
dinner, the father and
mother disappear into the
parlor or living room,
which has been kept lock-
ed. The doors are flung
7 open to reveal the
o Christmas tree, decorated
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the family clasp hands and

May sleighbells ring a tune of
glad-tidings and cheer, remembering
Y a our blessings. Our many thanks to
7 4 all of you this Christmas.

circle the tree, they sing
Danish songs and carols.




