Letters

Alternatives

This is in response to
the letter by Ms. Vivian
Ludington published in
the Terrace Bay Schrei-
ber News on November
14, 1984.

The issue of abortion
is an extremely contro-
versial and emotional
one. Like many number
of people, I tend to be-
come very emotional
when I read an article

that supports abortion

and praises a self-
righteous murderer such
as Dr. Henry Morgen-
taler. I certainly do not
view his recent acquit-
tal as ‘‘a victory for
women everywhere’’, to
paraphrase ‘‘the good
doctor’s”’ post-trial
statement.

1 was as thoroughly
disgusted and outraged
by Ms. Ludington’s op-
inion concerning the
abortion issue and her
approval of Dr. Morgen-
taler. In each example
that this woman cites,
she suggests abortion as
the only viable solu-
tion to the situation.
However, 1 believe that
there are very real, very
workable alternatives to
outright murder.

The education of chil-
dren, teenagers, and
adults is probably one of
the major choices. It is
not only young rape vic-
tims, teenage girls, or
women who are carry-
ing deformed or re-
tarded children, who
seek abortion. Young
women in their late
teens or early twenties
and career-orientated
women in their thirties,
who face an unwanted
pregnancy, also view
abortion as their only
answer. Educating chil-
dren, teens, and adults
with regard to the sev-
eral excellent and ef-
fective methods of birth
control is a less traum-
atic  answer than the
final one of abortion.

The prevention of an
unwanted  pregnancy
seems more desirable
than the murder of an
unborn child. If an un-
wanted pregnancy does
occur as a result of a
rape or for another rea-
son, there are excel-
lent pregnancy counsel-
ling centres. These cen-
tres provide much need-
ed emotional support,
encouragement, under-
standing, and compas-
sion.

Every pregnant wo-
man, but especially a
womar. carrying a baby
she does not want,
needs the love and sup-
port of parents, family,
close friends, and spe-
cially-trained = profes-

sional people who truly

care for her. Aborting
the unborn child of a
young rape victim would
certainly not end ‘‘the
violent and emotionally
upsetting experience.”
if anything, I think an
abortion would com-
pound the experience,

double the anguish.
Abortion would not
erase the memory of the
rape. Even a twelve year
old child can have a
definite opinion about
an issue as current as
abortion. If such a young
girl has strong feelings
against taking the life of
an unborn baby, then an
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further. Her guilt might
be unbearable.

Adoption is also a
very real and desirable
alternative to abortion,
especially in this day
and agc when so many
young girls choose to
keep their children.
Maybe the girl would
spend the rest of her life
wondering where her
child might have been if
he had been allowed to
be born.

Pregnancies are not
only terminated in the
first couple of weeks. In
some cases, a woman
will carry a baby nearly
to term and, then for
either very selfish rea-
sons or because of sud-
den tragedy (ie. the
death of the husband),
will choose to abort the
child - and it is done! In
one recorded case his-
tory, a woman had her
child aborted at between
six and seven months
but, because of the
method used, the child
was still alive. And yes,
the doctor and nurses
present did hear this
aborted baby’s cry. She
was brought to neo-natal
intensive care and two
years later, she cele-
brated her second birth-
day with the family who
adopted her.

This particular story
was discussed in a pro-
life film shown in St.
Martin’s church base-
ment a few years ago. I
wish 1 could recall the
name of the film but,
unfortunately, 1 ' can-
not. This film also
showed pictures of gar-
bage cans full of aborted
babies, pictures that
have appeared in anti-
abortion articles in mag-
azines and papers. How-
ever, 1 have seen no
pictures of smiling
twelve year olds or thirty
year old career women
following their abor-
tions. As the expres-
sion goes; ‘‘A picture is
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worth a ' thousand
words.”’

I am not sure that I
would be able to handle
a baby that is retarded
or deformed in some
way but I would certain-
ly examine my choices
as opposed to the one
choice of abortion.
There are special people
who willingly adopt
these ‘‘special’’ chil-
dren. There are several

s of community pro-
grams to aid the parents
of a retarded or handi-
capped child. There are
infant stimulation pro-
grams and infant de-
velopment programs to
help these children pro-
gress to a certain stage
of independence and to
keep them out of insti-
tutions. As a more final

alternative, there are in- -

stitutions that provide
care for the handicapped
child. Abortion is def-
initely not the sole an-
swer.

Peoples’ opinions and
ideas cannot be altered
overnight - ie. the
““macho’’ husband who

-refuses to have a vasec-

tomy for fear he will be
less of a man or the man
who refuses to allow his
wife to undergo a tubal
ligation - but educating
these people is a better
answer than abortion.
Change, particularly a
change for the better-
ment of mankind will
take time but, in the
end, it will be worth the
wait. Something must
be done to protect the
lives of our unborn chil-
dren and it must be done
now. It has to be ac-
complished before we
find Dr. Morgentaler’s
future abortion clinic on
Restaurant Row,
squeezed in between the
golden arches of Mc-
Donalds and Colonel

Saunders Kentucky
Fried Chicken.

Sincerely,

Helen Pelto.

we wish to express our deepest

sympathy for your loss

MOONY’S TEAM

—RRACE BAY QUINARD
OLDTIMERS

Vs ;
MONTREAL CANADIAN
OLDTIMERS
Friday, Dec. 7, 1984
_ 8:00 p.m.
Admission - $7.00 per person

(available at Moore’s, Western Pro Hardware
or team members)

Dance - 9:30 - 1:00 a.m. L.S.H.S.

Is there such a lack of
heroes these days that
we applaud this man?

Dr. Morgentaler
needs = prayers, guid-
ance, a change of heart
and attitude. He does
not need praise.

Let’s stop thinking of
abortion as some fast,
easy, uncomplicated so-
lution to unwanted preg-
nancies.

Abortion is a crime
not a right. It has be-
come one of the most
horrible,  devastating
wrong doings of our so-
ciety.

It destroys one of our
most basic, sacred
rights, the right to live.

Life is not an accident.
It is a gift from God to be
respected and cher-
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ished. No one can as-
sume the right to ar-
bitrarily end that life, for
any reason.

Anyone considering
an abortion should first
be sure they have as
many of the available
facts as possible.

Find out about preg-
nancy. Look seriously
into the process of adop-
tion. Then take a very
close look at abortion.

What happens to the
fetus? What will happen
to you physically and
mentally immediately
following the abortion
and afterwards?

Sit through a slide or
film presentation deal-
ing with abortion clinics
such as those run by Dr.
Morgentaler.

South Cuur't St. at Fort William Road

Thunder Bay, Ont.

Open Tues., Wed., Sat. 9a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Thurs. &
Fri. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Closed Mondays.

30.60.90 Day No Interest Scotia Plan Available

=== FREELAY-A-AWAY &@
OSAM CONSTRUCTION LTD.

new homes - plumbing
additions - fireplaces
alterations - chimneys

painting
Specializing in masonry work and
concrete.

Call anytime for free estimates

REG LEVERT
OWNER/OPERATOR

205 BRUNSWICK
SCHREIBER, ONT.

i Bros. Ltd.

Cars & Trucks, daily,
weekly, monthly & long
term leasing. -

Call Stan at 8_24-2043

there are available ex-

Chuck & Don Bougie
Proprietors

““Hooray for Dr. Morgentaler??”

councillors, and ther-
apists that exist to help
continued on page 6

Besides information,

cellent support groups,

Schreiber Progressive

- Conservative Party

is holding a meeting at the
Chimo Club at Schreiber

on November 29th at 7:30 p.m.

Welcome Extended
to all

| GFIF.YHUUNBS
GOING . . . across Canada!

TWIN SPOT RESTAURANT
BIRCH MOTORS LTD.

Package 24 Hour Towing Service
express Your Agent For
tours

fﬂ:g‘er SUPERIOR  GULF
824-2833 PROPANE OIL

Prestige Cabinets
824-3408 Schreiber

FREE Estimates

Reasonable Prices

Kitchen Cabinets and Bathroom

Red Oak, Maple, Birch, Melamine, Pine.
Special Orders for others also available.

Terrace Bay, Ont.

825-9468

after 5 p.m.
Painting, Wallpapering
Trim finishing, Renovations,
Plumbing Repairs

'FREE ESTIMATES

John's Texaco

Your service centre Your mini-Mart for

for gas, car repairs groceries, milk &
& towing. cigarettes.
£ SERVICE
‘Mon. to Fri 7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
; 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
12:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Superior Propane
Service Center
fill up for
Automobile, Tanks & Cylinders

Corner Highway 17 & Mill Rd.

Terrace Bay
Phone: 825-9582




