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SPORTS SLANTS

- By Ray Shank

Maybe something should be said in this col
umn about the skyrocketing salaries in sports.
Can you imagine a fellow like Marc Tardif,
who was just a so-so forward with Montreal
Ccanadiens until he defected to Los Angeles

charks of the WHA this season, pocketing
$I50,000 a year? |

That's what Marc is making, all right --
$I50,000 smackers. '

Mike Walton, an average player with Toron-
to Maple Leafs and Boston Bruins before he
jumped to Minnesota Fighting Saints of the
same WHA. He's now under a three-year,
$440,000 contract with the Fighting Saints.

T would think Tardif and Walton were lucky
to be making $40,000 a year when they played
in the NHL. |
| And look at Gordie Howe and Bobby Hull,
two super stars when they played with Detroit
and Chicago in the NHL. Howe didn't make
$T00,000 a year until his final season with
the Red Wings -- and that was his 25th cam-
paign with the Detroiters. |

Hull was probably raking in I00 grand or
hetter when he left the Black Hawks, but now
he's under a IO-year, million-dollar contract,

with fringe benefits. e

' - But what the heck, Howe and Hull were the
NHL's premier players. The best deserve the
best, and they're getting 1it. | , |

More fantastic salaries: Brad Park, second
best defenceman in the NHL, of New York Rang-
ers, is said to be making $250,000 a season.
And members of the Rangers' top line =-- Jean
Ratelle, Rod Gilbert and Vic Hadfield -- |
supposedly pocket $I75,000 apiece pé& year.

But those fantastic salaries aren't res-
tricted to pro hockey. . ;

Tn basketball, for instance, Nate Archi-
bald of the Kansas City-Omaha team is under
- contract for $3 million. I don't know exact-
ly how many years Archibald has to play with
the team to make that kind of cash, but even.
if he plays until he's 75 years old, he'll
have made a fabulous salary.

'0.J. Simpson, the fine back of Buffalo
Bills of the National Football League, recent
ly signed a lifetime contract with the team.
It's not known exactly what Simpson signed
for, but you can bet it's somewhere in the
neighborhood of 200 grand a year. That's not
bad for a I4-game season.

It's not quite as bad 1in baseball, since

-hey haven't had renegade leagues enter the
\icture and steal their players. But there
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are a few players -~ like Dick Allen of
Chicago White Sox and Hank Aaron of Atlanta =--
who are pocketing more than $200,000 a year.
I don't really have any complaint about
what anyone makes, except I must say I'm a
little jealous and feeling like I got into
the wrong business when I cash MY company
cheques every two weeks. '

However, I must point out that 1f an
athlete is getting a quarter of a million
dollars today, he will not settle for less in
the future. His salary will increase by
nature. '

What concerns me most is what these astran
-omical salaries to the athlete will do to
Joe Fan, in the way of ticket prices and what
it will do to the stability of the sports
themselves. |

ILet's face it, if salaries keep going up,
ticket prices also have to be raised. It's
just not fair to the fan to pay higher prices
to watch a diluted sport.

Teams like California Golden Seals are
lucky to draw 5,000 fans for a hockey game.
Many teams in the NBA (National Basketball
Association) are lucky to get 3,000 or 4,000
out to a game. And the average salary in the

NBA is about $70,000 a season.
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