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SPORTS SLANTS

- By Ray Shank

Records, they say, are made to be broken.

Well, guess what folks ... a record that,
a few years ago, people thought could never
be eclipsed is about to be broken ... if not
this year, at least in I974.

The seemingly unattainable mark of 7I5 home
runs will belong to Atlanta Braves' Henry
(Hank) Aaron. Aaron, as of the middle of
last week, was 30 short of tying Babe Ruth's
remarkable career total of 7I4.

When Aaron does break the record, though,
there will be arguments ... arguments to the
same effect that occurred when Bobby Hull,
Bernie Geoffrion, Phil Esposito and, would
vou believe, Rick MacLeish, either broke or
tied Rocket Richard's NHL record of 50 goals
in a season.

(Isn't it funny how I seem to get back to
hockey, no matter what?)

When Geoffrion first tied Richard's record
during the I960-6I season, Montreal people
hated him for it. Geoffrion, they said, took
70 games to score his 50 goals. The Rocket
had done it in 50 games.

So, Rocket Richard fans never really accep-
ted the fact that the Rocket's record had been
tied or broken,whether it was by Geoffrion,
Hull, Esposito, or even Johnny Bucyk.

The same thing is developing in the case of
Aaron. Babe Ruth became a sort of folk hero
in the I920s and I930s, when, according to
those who followed the game then, the game was
at its best.

Those people say that today baseball, like
hockey, is diluted.

The fact is, however (and one has to face
facts), that Aaron is about to break a long-
standing record, no matter what anyone says.

Ruth set the 7I4 mark in 8,399 times at
bat. Aaron has already gone to the plate
more than II,000 times during his 20-year car-
eer.

But, it must be remembered that Aarcn has
played in an era of night games and coast-to-
coast travel which, in their own ways, have
been factors far more strenuous than any of
the players in Ruth's era encountered.

Aaron has received much harassment since it
became obvious that he would break Ruth's rec-
ord. Most of the harassment has been racial.
He receives about 600 letters a day and admits
that a big percentage are of hate nature, say-
ing he is infringing on white American folk-
lore.

The strain of getting close to baseball's
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most fabled record is taking its toll on Hank.

"I'm going to set the record and get out
of baseball," Aaron says. "It's somethind
playing this game, but if you've got to play
and be driven halfway to the crazy house do-
ing it, it's not worth it. Here I am, a black
man trying to infringe on a white man's terr-
itory. You know, it feels kind of bad. I
never said I was as good as Babe Ruth. What
am I supposed to do, stop hitting?"”

Aaron has been attracting more exposure
than Roger Maris, the former New York Yankee,
who hit 6I homers in I96I. Maris has an ast-
erisk beside his name in the record books be-
cause it was done in a I62-game schedule.
Ruth hit 60 in a I54-game sked in I927.

NBC-TV, for instance, is considering buying
rights to televise Raron's every time at bat
after he reached 713 and until he breaks the
record (7I5). The network would break into
regular programming for each appearance, even
in prime time.
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$149.95

You're deep in the woods, and need extra help. While you're
headed for camp, it's costing time and money.

COURIER CADET 23 gets your message across without repetition
or delay: from camp to site, truck to truck. Solid state dependability;
no warm-up; P.A. capability with volume control; full 23 channel,
crystal-controlled operation. Plus a three-year warranty. Sensitivity
and selectivity are the best in the price range: only $149.95*. This is
the transceiver that does the job of larger units for a smaller price.

CADET 23. It will help you save time, effort and money.
Because, in lumbering, you can't really afford to repeat yourself.

25 Bathurst St., Toronto M5V 2P1 Ontario
(416) 363-5011 Telex 02-21264

680 Westhyde Place, N. Vancouver, B.C.
(604) 988-1495
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