
      

  
   

ON GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Much has been heard and read on the proposed 

reforms recommended by the Ontario Economics 

Council. Arecent release follows; 
1. The concept of regional government should be 

expanded to include consideration of the reform of 

the total system of government in Ontario. This 

will require the examination of the organization 

and operation of the provincial services as well as 

the municipal system. The objective of this reform 

should be government which is understandable to 

the electorate, which is capable of providing 

services as efficiently as possible and which can 

be controlled by the democratic process. 

2. In the determination of the transfer of functions 

and revenues to regional government from either 

the existing municipalities or the provincial 

government the operating principle should be that, 

in so far as possible, the elector is able to assign 

responsibility for provision of services to a specific 

level of government and that he is capable of 

provision of services to a specific level of gov- 

ernment and that he is capable of understanding 

the real cost of each service as well as the direct 

and indirect benefits received. Such a pricing of 

public services is a prerequisite to the assignment 

of priorities for public expenditure. 

3. Prior to the intriduction of regional government 

in any area, studies should be undertaken to 

provide the elector with information on the 

current costs of providing public services. These 

studies should also indicate the savings that night 

be effected by the transfer of responsibility to a 

regional government, and the additional costs that 

might result from any improvements or expansions 

of services within specific areas of the region. 

4. Every effort should be made to ensure that 

regional governments have a sufficient tax base to 

provide a minimum level of services without undue 

relaice on conditional or unconditional grants. 

the province must, however, maintatin sufficient 

tax revenues to provide-for its own operation and 

for the provision of "equalization gtants" to the 

regional governments . 

5. Consideration should be given to the possibility 

of codifying the division of responsibilities between 

tne province and the regional governments in a 

single document as one method of introducing 

structural reform in government. This could have 

the added potentio! benefii of helping to rational- 

ize views on the appropriate 
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ihe provincial government which, in turn, could 

serve as a basis for discussions at the federal ~ 

provincial level. 

Included with the release was a booklet entitled 

Government Reform in Ontario. This is a 

comprehensive report with detailed analasys as it 

effects municipal government. The book is av- 

ailable in the News Office and we urge those in- 

terested in future developments at the municipal 

level to read it. 
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