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THANK YOU FOR NOTHING

As will be seen elsewhere on this page, we
have suceceeded in annoying F. J. Prittie, who
edits The Property Owner, published by the
Property Owner's Association of Toronto.

Mr. Prittie objects to Wartime Housing's
privitege of using land, the price of which
has in effect been subsidized by the munici-
palities, to enable houses to be built quickly

and rented to veterans at prices they can
afford. Private industry, points out Mr. Prit-
tie, could have done a. better job with a

similar subsidy

We agree.” Private industry could have done
all that Mr. Prittie claims for it. The point
remains that private industry did not. In-
stead, private industry has been responsible
for an increase in land prices, and an increase
in the cost of house building. Further, pri-
vate industry has shown little inclination to
make such housing available for rental pur-
POSEs,

That is, private enterprise as displayed 1n
the housing industry, has shown a natural de-
sire for a profit. With this there can be little
quarrel from any supporter of private ent-
erprise. Unfortunately private enterprise in its
search for profit, is more interested in build-
ing the larger type of home and selling it
to many who are now able to afford this type,
than it is in building small units and renting
them to the men who have been absent from
this. country for the past flve years on maore
urgent business in Europe.

Private enterprise has purchased land dur-
ing the war vears and now wishes to sell it, at
inflated prices, to those who paid an even
higher price {or that land, on the field of bat-
tle. That may be a little high-sounding, Mr.
Prittie, but the phrases are no more high-
sounding than those we read on the posters
urging men to enlist,

Now, we grant once more that private en-
terprise is entitled to its profits. We will
admit, further, that subsidizing the cost of
land on which Wartime Housing will build,
gives the government an advantage over pri-
vate enterprise.

But let’'s look at it from the point of view
of the man who has spent the war years in
the armed forces: The most the rank and
file will receive as a re-establishment credit
is around a thousand dollars. With this and
his gratuity he must clothe himself anew, find
a home and furnish it. He finds no attempt
has been made to control land prices (lucky
property owners!) so that his thousand dol-
lars goes down the drain without making up
the difference between housing costs at the
time he enlistéd and the time he was dis-
charged.

The re-establishment credit of the ex-ser-
viceman is therefore paid to the land-owner
and builder, And what is that, Mr, Prittie,
but a government subsidy to private industry”?
The government subsidized the readers of your
magazine when it left the price of building

lots and houses free from price control. We
don't see -any builders or real estate men
coing broke these days,

But we do see a horde of ex-service men

who can find no house to rent, no house they
an afford to buy. That is why, Mr. Prittie,
that we are grateful to the government for
Wartime Housing Limited a gratitude we
are unable to extend to the housing industry
at laree. .

And incidently, Mr. Prittie, we've printed
your letter in full how would yvou feel about
reprinting this editorial in The Property
Owner?

GUARD OUR FREEDOM

Under the above heading, the Barrie Ex-
aminer sticks its editorial oar into the dis-
cussions of the recent “spy-ring"” disclosures
at Ottawa, and drags forth the following
pertinent observations:

Igor Gouzenko, the Russian embassy clerk
who informed on the spy ring, operating in
this country, gave a remarkable testimony
to the Canadian way-eof .life. when, he ap-
peared on the witness stand at Montreal.
This young man, who so admired our dem-
ocracy that he risked his tife to*give warn-
ing of danger to its security, has mentally
grasped what the majority of Canadians fail
to realize the true value of our freedom.

Gouzenko has observed conditions in Can-
ada and in Russia. In making comparisons
he was greatly impressed by what is taken
all too lightly. We think his statements
should be given wide publicity. Here are
some of the things he sald:

In Russia there is only one man
mentioned on a ballot, and what remains
for the people? There is no right of choice,
absolutely none It is not a democratic way
of life in Russia there is no democratic
procedure tor elections and, of course, the
man who 1Is alone on the ballot will be
elected

“Then there is the question of the right
person Also, here, a man is actually mas-
ter of his own fate, and he has possibilities;
he has the right of a ehoice where to work
and can be distinguished among others. In
Russia you are not master of your own life.

“And the important and valuable thing in

democratic life is the right of free speech.
“In Canada 1 was witness to this. During
the two vears 1 saw that every person, ev-

erybody in Canada could speak what he liked
and he can criticize the government. Such
a thing in Russia is impossible.

“If you are very noticeable and .are crit-
ical of Soviet life vou :would soon be in Si-
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and, just as obviously, could use a little in-
terest from those with wider experience.

POLICE COURT NEWS

The practice generally followed by Lhose
editing police court news is to let the re-
cord speak for itself to include all names

and particulars of those whose names appear
on the docket, let the chips fall where they
may.

It is argued that the editor is in no position
to judge the merits of the cases, and has no
right to exclude any matter dealt with In a
public court. People who appear Iin court
on trivial charges are included with those up
for serious crimes, although the same degree

of censure may not be directed to them. -This,
perhaps, the course the wise editor should
follow. *“That which God has permitted to

happen, I should not be ashamed to print”
is the wording which we quote (probably in-
accurately) from the masthead of The North-
ern News of Kirkland Lake — and is one with
which most editors will agree.

Readers of the police court news in this
paper, however, will find that its editor falls
far short of the ideal in this, as in other,
respects, Unwisely, but. unashamedly, this
editor. leaves many mnames out of the police

court news. .If you park your car too long,
if . your rear light isn't showing, you have
little hope of getting in our police court
news. Other trivial offences which prove

nothing except it is human to err, are re-
ported with the names deleted.

We are particularly lax about voung people.
Unless they have definitely stepped out of
line, we find we can maintain our circulation
without their names appearing in print. Fam-
ilyv squabbles, where no definite injury to per-
son or pride is proven, are also left out, or
reported with the names deleted. Many
horder-line cases which are remanded, are
left out until they again come up in court,
and even then, if the charge is dismissed,
we follow the magistrate’s lead, and forget
about them

To generalize, we have better use for our
space than to use it up in reporting the trivial
frailities to which all flesh Is heir,

If, however, you can whip up something a
little more interesting, something which will
show that you are succeeding in your ambi-
tion to become a definite menace to your
fellow man, we shall be glad to include your

name and initials, as accurately as circum-
stances permit.
All of which is to explain why it is not

necessary to ask us to leave your name out
of the paper in some cases, and why, in other

cases, it is quite useless for you to Keep

us from reporting the facts. For we can be

as stubborn, on ocecasion, as we are unwise,
' March 29th, 1946.
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s Grummett, M.P.P., Zone E‘u-m:n;nuiv:'.l"'1']1:.-4 inspiring address is_a ‘highlight With the need for food production
who on | in the addr:sses at this club; and will; even greater than it was ‘during the
remain so for mahy 4 day,” said Presi-: war, said Mr. Carroll, it ig felt that
possible to be present. | dent RoOss. | the people of Ontario should co-operate
, Reflerring to the great work accom- | Kiwanian W Rinn .called iﬂt[‘llliﬂl];;m actively as possible in the cultiva-
| plished by the Kiwanis during the *-'~'=H'.1HT the club members to the big bon-ition of food gardens, while horticul-
' | tural societies are being encouraged,

Lthe

Lario

vion, and

-

1111 -

'and other invited gu’sis

| count. of other duties had found 1t

iy of mind, and a joy of heart, that

]

i

| .
| A careful reporter, Paul had a quali-
|

i made the reading of his work a plea-

surable and profitable experience, H¢
still has -- for Paul is not dead. He
has merely decided to go somewhere
else. .

| We wish him good luck 5
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Drilling; To Begin
In Vimy (xuld Mines

The first machine is
ro into the Vimy Gold
week and diamond drilling is slated
to begin soon. The ming 15 In the
Ramore area adjoining the Golden
Arrow Gold Mine on the north east.

scheduled to
Mines this

Following geophysical survey, dia-
mond drilling will commence on the
Caramora Porcupineg adjoining the

Golden Arrow Gold Mine on the south
west.

{ where conditions make it ssible
2 T, - s / I { _{ﬂ_“ o, 1‘]‘””“‘ 4 “:"JIE' .m Diamond drilling has also started on
3 ; = . ':5' AT A3 i RE:?"::}: [(}m:::fl::j_?:t 1.',11.1:1{.11 ]Jmm kor the Lansdowne Porcupine situated npear
| : . T x L =8 0 : SIS, : i
. l : Porquis Junction, it was learned this
| L .
1 = 5 = - - week,
1 II' - q []
| . Vehicles Collide
‘; e — L Wilson Ave, at 945 a.m. on Tuesday,
| - By DEAN HALLIDAY i Slight damage was done to cars|Np charges were lald by police
| Released by Central Press Canadian driven bv John Relia of Muun:ju_‘-‘i -
Hedges of delicious shrubs need , does not reach the lower pavt of il | Township and Hector Bazinet of 109 Having been taken to church for the
sarticulai wention in the early | @and consequently it is usually bale Harold Ave.,, South Porcupine, waen ! first time, the little boy said:
b HI : erally d -1-1;1 | of foliage and gawky lopking, | the wvehicles were in collision at thr.‘! “The music was good, but T didn™
znring. { 15 generally a oo yian | ErEis : ; . : i -
- P1E i T F A hedge should be trimmed =o | Intersection of Mattagami Blvd. andlike the news

before growth starts to cul IRE|that all parts of it flourish. When -

i hedge back to a litile less than the | trimmed in the cone-shape, illus-

trated, the sloping sides permit suii-
light to reach the lowest branchas
causes them to put. dorin

height desired. Then, after the new |
srowth is well started, trim it back

again 1o encourage it to fill out at | and

TO THE

EDITOR

the sides and to conirol growth | healthy foliage. A hedge. that ¢ .
that is too rank. cone-shaped also sheds snaw moie .
The frequency with which a|easily.
hedge should be pruned during the If a hedge has been  sevelely | The Editor, All that we have to sugpgest is that
arowing season depends upon the winter-Killed, or is weaﬁtam! &-11.:1'&;.; | The Porcupine Advance the municipality deal equally with
| ‘e O adoa and * con=-| gly for any reason, It mus 2 ; A e R _
. LV P [ hedge and '-‘-L'I.!'I!'_". con I-['-J- for n? ] 2 P ] ¥ In a recent Issue vou carricd an|private enterprise, and that bullders
' ditions. Privet hedges need to pe|pruned severely. It should, ai | editorial dealii ikt ’ hich | of houses, whether for sale or for rent
irimmed several times each season.|least, be cut back Lo the live wocd, | cdiiorial dealing with the faets which | 0l houses, whether for sale or for rent,
Japanese barberry, on the other|and it will probably be a. bellcr | We have made publie, and which simp-  be told by municipaliti taaat they
hand. needs very little cutting. hedge if it is cut back to within a ' 1y amounted to showing that private |can obtain lof from the muni-
The right and the wrong way (0| few Inches of the ground. DMo:t chterprise was building better and per- | Cipallties at the same price, and on
, t ko e §E 0 H ] * il ol 2k it kel ; | 3 | g ] q
irim a hegge 15 snown the ac- | privet hedges will ,.!F jmnd. e  manent brick cotlages a$ a lower price | e same conditions as those lots are
- t iis treatment, if they areé give e Sl : : R : i o ad
companying Garden-Graph o this treatment, il Rty a6 &5ve | than is being charged or the semi- |turned over lo Wartime Housing
When the top of the hedge 15 It an abundance of water and a little : b : | :
¢n th | : permanent frame houst without | Limited

vider than the bottlo nlight ! fertilizer.
-

basements,

| Limited.
You then went on to poin! that

the houSes "l,:lu..!'f!_".;}' privaile enierpris

pullt by Wartime Housing

QLT

are on land, the price of which 1s so0
hj,;h that impossible {or service
men to buy these houses, without us-
'ing up their entire gratuities You
| argue that this shows that any attemp.
IUI private enterprise to provide nous-
ting will only amount to an exploiia-
! ijon of the =ervice men by the propert)

UWIllels,
We are vers

raised this

e heliid l.rll v LIL R

point, for we had not dealt

¢
= | JLFL # A

|
|

il

t All that we

Onee 1

arrafgement 18 Imadi Wi
hall

then be In a position to repub-
our material. and that the
saving which can be made by permit-

show

private enlierprise to operate, In
plage of allowing the Government Lo
build temporary houst very real
el
The present system simply amount
to a subsidy of municipalitie at the
expense ol e propel owners of
those municipalities, to enable a IDo-
minion Government agency Lo obtain

building houses.
fact be

A speciagl acvantage In

" - ¥ # ks 4 g |
H BT 1 a4 5 8 bl

L r r:
Ass'n of Toronlo

with it in our publicits As vou know. , made plain to vour aclen and we
what happens s that ':';:1:-:::;a.:.1‘;4.--i--r"' obliged to you I tressing it, al-
IlJru‘-".fh' lots for the bullding ol "u.'.';.r-::il:{a:tr;h this wa not apparently your
time Housing Limited cottages, at a }iniention
nominal price, usually $1.00 per loi, | Yours truly
and on a special cost of the semi-; E. J. Prittie
OTHER GOOD HEDGE FORMS permanent frame cottages, there s ‘,h--i : Editor .
; |.'1:I{j{jE'Il cost of a subsidy given by 1‘.1f-5 I'me Property Owner
Fel /7 | municipality. in the form of a cheapl|! (Published by Property Ownel




