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SOMETHING TO REMEMBER

If John P. Downey had been an easy-going

“let 1t slide” sort of police officer, he would
still be Deputy Police Chief of the town of
Timmins He is not,

Had he been less keen in what he considered

to be his duty, he might never have been
particularly concerned about the fact that
liquor left in the police station vault for

evidence, was occasionally tampered with, But
he was Keen, He was dismissed from the
police force

And if he had possessed less courage, he
would not, after failing to get action from
his superior officer, have taken the matter up
with the Police Commission. He had courage,
however. Now he hasn’t got a job.

Mayor J. E. Brunette, Chairman of the
Police Commission, stated at the hearing on
Tuesday night that “the men have done the
right thing in bringing this matter .before
us."”

But we wonder what Mr. Downey, ex-Deputy
Chief of Police, thinks of the qualities of hon-
esty, Keenness and courage, now? Does he
believe that “doing the right thing” pays off?

We bring attention to this aspect of the
matter, not only because of the effect of the
Commission’s decision on the three dismissed
police officers, but because of the effect that
decision will have on the future administra-
tion of the police force — a matter of im-
portance to every citizen of this community.

For what will a future deputy-chief, looking
back on the decision of the Police Commission,
think when he is tempted, to: display the
qualities of honesty, keenness and courage?

Judging from  the b fate of Deputy-Chief
Downey, may he not in future incline to the
belief that the .wisest course to, follow is to
look the other direction if he is foolish enough
to allow himself to imagine anything wrong
with the police department’'s administration?
It may now seem that if he sees anything
wrong, it will be the wise thing to forget it.
And if he can't forget it, he may at least de-
cide not to do anything about it last of all,
to bring it to the attention the Police
Commission,

He may look back on the past — then think
of his future.

And what will be the attitude of future ser-
geants ol police, with families to feed, who
seek to support what they think is right, but
who have read in the papers of the fate
of Sgt. Gariepy?

True, Sgt. Gariepy did two things: he sup-

0l

ported his deputy-chief, and he admitted
making a mistake. He had set his signature
on a statement which pointed out what he

believed to be faults in the Police Chief's ad-
ministration. And he stated that, on his
Chief’s instruction, he had substituted a bottle
of Robbie Burns Scotch for one which had
disappeared while in police custody. For this
he was dismissed.

But did he not have the right to respect the
Chief’s order and to expect the Chief himself
to report this matter? -

If he had not regretted his mistake and
personally brought it to the Conimission’s at-
tention, the Commission would have known
nothing about it, and Sgt. Gariepy would still
have had his job today. His error, it might
seem, was in regretting his (and the Chief’s)
decision, and in having the honesty and cour-
age to tell the truth about it.

What lessons, we repeat, will future police
sergeants learn from this?

Here, we believe, are what
true facts:

Fact No. 1 If Mr. Downey, as deputy chief
of police, had not brought the matter of the
tampered liquor to the attention of the Police
Commission, the Commission would not have
Known anything about it. This fact was stated
by Magistrate Atkinson, one of the members
of the Police Commission. iyt

Fact No. 2 Had not Mr. Downey insisted
o bringing the matter to the.attention of
the police chief, and -failing to get.-what he
‘econsidered proper-actiony, gone over his chief’s

may be called

head, the Commission would not have had suf-

ficient grounds for stating there was “non-
co-operation” between the chief and deputy
chief. But The Commissions; -::Ala,immu said
bringing the matter to the' Cofhmission was
the right thing to do.

Fact No. 3 — If it were not for Facts No. 1

and 2, Mr Downey would now be deputy-
chief; Mr, Gariepy would now be police ser-
geant.

But these facts evidently do not mean
enough. Mr. Downey may now have a clear
conscience Mr., Gariepy, to use his own
phrase, may now feel “clean inside" — but

they do not have jobs in the police depart-
ment.

It would be a pleasanter ending to the
allair, if the Commission, like Sgt. Gariepy,
would reconsider the matter: and like Sgt.
CGariepy have the courage to correct what may
be found to be a mistake.

Or 1s it desirable that we go back to where
we were several months ago when the
Police Commission knew nothing of the tamp-
ering with liguor in the police vaults — when
Mr. Downey had not brought it to the atten-
tion  of the Commission and when Mr.
Gariepy had not supported him in the matter.
Would we prefer to have such conditions and
not to know about them? Do we want future
policemen to adopt a “see no evil, hear no evili,
speak no evil” policy?

Or are the qualities of keenness, courage
and honesty not so desirable, after all?

VETERANS MUST DECIDE

Because their absence from the Canadian
scene deprived them of the opportunity of

making adequate arrangements for them-
selves at the time, it is now the returned
serviceman who is most interested in any

proposal affecting the housing shortage. It
1S a distressing paradox that the group which
did so much to help sustain the homeland
shotuld. on its return from overseas find that-
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for them, it is a land without a home

The situation was forseeable and. to a large
extent, preventable. The steps taken to pre-
vent it were hopelessly inadequate, however,
as are the measures so far taken to remedy
the matter.

For the homeless veteran, the best solution
s0 far offered, aside from a proper applicatio:
of the small holding provision of the Veterans
Land Act, is that now presented by Wartime
Housing Limited

Wartime Housing Limited offers, at mod-
« erate rentals, a type of housing equal to the

! average dwelling in this camp. It will be
made available to veterans if sufficient regis-
ter at the Municipal Buildings for it.

Specifications for this type of dwelling ap-
pear in an advertisement in this issue, anc
are available at the town hall. We recom-
mend investigation of these to those who

would criticize this type of housing.
For the dwellings now being constructed by

Wartime Housing Limited are not of the
make-shift type built during the emergency
of war. Instead, it is a well-equipped, per-

manently constructed type, superior in every

way to much of the housing already con-
structed in Timmins Equipment includes
hot-water tanks, three-plece baths, sinks,

lighting fixtures and blinds, water and sewer
connections.

These dwellings are available to returned

servicemen or their dependents. Whether
they dccept or not is a matter for them to
decide. They will be well advised to check

the specifications for this type of dwelling.
If they approve they can indicate their inter-

est . by registering their names at Rooms 3

in the Municipal Building. Doing this en-
tails no obligation.

The more who register, the more he

authorities will be impressed with the need.

! for housing in Timmins, and the more at-

+  tention will be given to the situation here.

Those who register will be helping both them-
!  Selves and their fellow veterans.

CLARENCE GILLIS

We had the pleasure, last week, of meeting
Clarence Gillis, the Nova Scotia M.P., a mem-
ber of the Veterans Affairs Committee of the
Dominion Government, definitely tageged as a
“labour” man, definitely interested in the af-
fairs of the Union here and elsewhere,

To certain people, Mr. Gillis is a dangerous
man, if for no other reason than his greaf
interest in the problems of the “working”
class. Many employers believe that because
a4 man “for” the worker, he must also
be ‘“‘against” the emplover. Mr. Gillis does
not, however, fall into this category.

The light in his eye is not that of the
traditional rabid, unreasoning labour leader;

is

l[ it is the light of genuine interest in the
welfare of those whom he represents. We
believe Mr. Gillis to have a thorough-going
appreciation of those problems which con-

i [ront the employer as well as those which

|  face the employees

In this sense, Mr. Gillis is perhaps doubly
“dangerous” — it is not difficult to disclose
to the public faults of the unreasoning man
— but it is quite another matter to find the
faults in the argument of the man who knows
both sides of the question. Mr. Gillis’ at-
titude toward management - employee rela-
tionships is not that of one who is isolated
from the opinions of others by his trade or
by geography. He gets around and he meets
a lot of people. He has a merry twinkle in
his eye, and most of those who meet him, like
| him,
' This, then,
mins recently.

It is a pleasure to be able to state that he

1s the man who came to Tim-

was welcomed not only by those who work
as employees, but also bv those who work
equally hard, as emplovers. The .Lions Club
is. tp.be heartily congratulated on the fact
that . he was invited to address one of their
regular. meetings, It -is-believed he enjoyed
the meeting, as did his listeners, The

members: got a ‘chance tp see and hear Mr.
GiiHis, who theréupon lgst most of his “bogey-
man’ atmosphere.

If it were possible for all employers to
meet employee-representatives on the same
friendly terms which prevail in such meetings,
there might be a subsequent improvement in
understanding and goodwill on both sides.

ARE*YOU A MEMBER?

The traditional job of Red Cross is disaster
relief. (we quote from one of their publicity
bulletins) Any disaster, large or small, is
the direct responsibility of Red Cross as long
as a state of emergency exists; or until the
permanent authority or agency takes over.

It mayv be a burned-out family, which Red
Cross will supply with blankets, food, clothing

|  and temporary shelter. Or it may be an epi-
demic in which Red Cross will give medical
supplise or voluntary aid In the case of

famine, flood. explosion, Red Cross organizes
local voluntary aid and supplies

There will be no national appeal for funds
| on the part of Canadian Red Cross this
vear. It is reported that the sapport pre-

viously given in this way makes it unneces-
sarv. But in oraer to carry on the big peace-
time program which the Society has under-
taken, there is a necessity for increased mem-
bership. A membership drive is being carried
on in all branches of Red Cross in Ontario
from March 1st to March Tth you are urged
to get in touch with your nearest branch and
join the Red Cross for 1946

A strong membership will enable the Can-
adian Red Cross to begin the operation of
its new free blood transfusion service; and of
its outpost hospitals on isolated foi to
bring mercy and comfort to gallant and dis-
abled veterans. and health, bhappiness and
conmifort to many people through the Society’s
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| THE CIRCUS IS COMING
Young and old alike will he delighted with
the news that a circus is going to visit Tim-

mins this yvear, as announced at the Kiwanis
Club meeting on Monday, and reported else-

where in this issue.
_ For next to Santa Claus, the circus, with
Its clowns, trapeze acts, and “ferocious” wild

beasts, comes close to the imaginative, wond-
ering hearts of children. Here, underneath
the big top, is a wonderland for all those who
are young in heart.

It is good to know that some of the les
praiseworthy departments of the circus are
not included in the one which is to visit
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. by parents as a heartening guarantee of its | tension of the hand of fellowship to the new- | The photography is good and glves
quality, | comers, and the adoption of genial and cordial |#& Splendid visual cross-section of the
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' Gariepy stated: “‘The Chief called me | v:'mt h”.m U.‘ ST e JUCEE ! ‘N0, but all officers work.eight, jn-ﬁ*.m." .‘w'{u;'.l'"f:r'-l'.'._* Atkinson stated, “These

up and esked me if T had heard ol wanted to know. | cluding mysels he Chief stated. { matiers should have been brought to

| it (the meeting) and I said I was a | “At 6.15 on the morning of the lasi ! His objection to the deputy attend-|our attention. We have been left .m

:‘-.1."LT1'|.['5-H He started to tell me that meeting the Chief mentioned this in- | ing Police Commission meetings x-'1-11t‘;1]1u dark for manv months, we will

| onlv returned men were getting jobs in | quiry,” Sgt, Thompson stated, “The | back to discussions of a scale of { never get anvwhere with the liguor

" the mines. I told him I was prepared { Chief compared my job with other | wages, set b e Commission, “”“;'"'”“Hlﬂrrtt-"

to go into the bush.” jobs I had had, asking if I minded ; which the dep vantéd changed | "I wanted the Chiel o, bring i1t up
“That is-pressuee,” Judge Danis de-; hard work. The Mavor rememberad the “i.‘..l,_ﬁ-“,n_: here first,” the depuly contended.

clared. f The meaning taken by Sgt. Thomp- | We set the | nd found we were | "‘-'*;_h.‘-' did you not do i!.- 13 months
Speaking of the matter involving Lilu-l..h{m from the conversation, which he | wrong and revised --1-1—*11.'-':':1-’ :111:* thflilflt'dlil' :.lhlrii'ft-h . :

| substitution of a bottle of Robble Burns stated lasted from 6.15 to 740 am ! up,” he s=ald : i 'L‘ ”'__ “l"“}: ik 'hhm.“" . I'U,L_. ”Uhi
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| had convicted, and answered that he | lestified to cerlain things. | had ed ba me the ..L;‘.l,“w.:f'-'hl}“-" {'”“~_‘"'f'f'”- S _

had. ! '"“That certainly is pressure.” the ! had attend: - -week course in| The _lll'-\;;hll'tlll- contended thal H_h’.
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mitted, “Now I will tell you why I} Another case, that in which a brew- | then I havi cl ition from the ‘-’-‘-“Hlﬂf-} long ’Iw_!' re. “You have i bOOK

chanzed myv mind. “A constable asked | ery employee was charged with the 1 deputy chit 51 it I have spoken lor it,” he sald.

me why 1 didn't tell the Chief tojillegal sale of liguor, was then dis- i on  difl Ls withh him ¢~i1!R‘l'i “We also have a heart,™ the deputy

leave the liquor alone, vou know he has | cussed. The police, it was slated, had t he came Dbacl orolito and can | stated
laken it, don’t you -- that is when 1 picked up the brewery driver and his | DeVi b ' ( I | “That is true,” the magistrale said.
: - | “Why did vou not report this to us?"” | "But 1 cannot see how the depariment
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BY LEWIs MILLIGAN g While each to his great Falher bends, | A fto o police C mmission “I Nave had the thought uppernipst
Canadians are in the habit of call- | Old men, and babes, and loving friends, meeting and the reports in the papers, | that evervbody will think I am after
ing a house a “home”, but a home does | And vouths and maidens gay! I told the mi i! Tooked as if 1t would | the Chief's “job,” the depuly poinjed

t not consist of bricks and mortar or of Those lines frecin Coleridgd All= I aither bhesthe Chiel ok mes" the ”,.,rm-__.‘.ic_mt “I wanted to be able to prove my
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