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THE FIVE-DAY WONDER

Now that the dust which obscured details
of the taxi shut-down has cleared away, the
Timmins citizenry are asking, "Why was it
necessary to suspend taxi service for five
days?”

For presumably the owners were interested
in doing business, the drivers in earning their

wages, and the council in seeing that the
people who had elected them are properly
served.

Why, then, did it take five days to do an
hour’s work? If cancelling licenses got results
it seems a pity they were not cancelled on
Monday morning instead of the followiing Fri-
day afternoon. And when the council took
action in the matter, why were the taxi-own-
ers so poorly advised as to ignore the council
and raise their fares in wilful defiance of in-

structions?
From where we sit, it looks as if the situ-
ation developed and continued in belng

because no one gave quite enough consider-
ation to those upon whom the taxi business
depends for its very existence: the public,.
Ignoring the public welfare, each faction con-
cerned appears to have been a little too taken
up with maintaining its own position,

Given a little more good will, there was no
reason why drivers, owners and councillors
could not have got together on Monday morn-

ing, without suspension of taxi service, and
ironed out their respective difficulties., But
council, perhaps rightly, ' felt their owners

should take the first step to arrange such a

meeting, The owners evidently felt that,
failing any directive from the council, they
could do as they liked. The drivers were

somewhere in between, waiting for one or the
other of the parties to make up its mind.

John Publie, trying to get to work on time,
was left to pray- that all concerned would
come off their respective high horses and
settle the thing, meanwhile thanking his stars
that the business of Comrades Dwyer and Dal-
ton, like Old Man River, “Kept right on rolling
along.”

Not until everyvone concerned had lost either
money or dignity, or both, did the public get
consideration. But perhaps out of the wreck-

age ol hard words and ill-considered state-
ments something nay be salvaged: the
Knowledge of how not to adjust a muddled

owner-employee relationship.

Next time, let's do it differently. Let's have
a quicker application of good sense, an earlier
display of good will, a sharper sense of obliga-
tion to the man in the street, who, in this in-
stance, is probably feeling thankful to Mayor
J. E, Brunette that the matter ended as satis-
factorily and as soon as it did.

WARTIME HOUSING (VERY) LIMITED

Latest development in the handling of the
nhousing shortage in Timmins is the decision
to seek aild from Wartime Housing Limited.
This is a Crown company, brought into being
by the Dominion government to see that
housing was available in war years where it
was needed for war-workers. Under its
administration some 30,000 homes were built
across the Dominion, and its program has
now been extended to meet the urgent need
for low-cost accomodation for returned ser-
vicemen.

Houses originally built by Wartime Housing
were+of an “emergency” type, and the repu-
tation of the company suffered in consequence.
Now, however, the houses are improved in type
to fill a different need. They are of substan-
tial build and it is said they will raise the
standard of housing in Timmins rather than
lower it.

The buildings would be erected on a four-

toot foundation, finished with three-piece
bath, circulating heating unit and storage
shed. An electric cook stove would be option-

al with the tenant.

Chief difference betweenr .this. and~ether
home-building plans is that Wartime's houses
are tor rent, vrather than for sale:  For homes
of four, five and six rooms, the rents are $22,
$27.50 and $30 a month respectively. Néterans
would have first priority, it is stated, especial-
ly those with children,

The rents are obviously within the reach of
most, and most vetérans would prefer to rent
‘ather than to be deprived of their gratuities
by the present inflated land prices.

There is a catch to the plan: it will affect
the town finances. The Company would pay
the town one dollar a lot and a 15-year agree-
ment would be drawn up. In lieu of taxes,
the Company would pay the town $24 a year
for each four-roomed house and $30 a year
for a larger dwelling, as well as $1 yearly
for strect lighting. The town would be re-
quired to provide the land, also make sewer
and water connections available and provide
streets and sidewalks.
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of which time the town would have the
opportunity ot buying the houses at $1.000
each, thus havine ai opportunity to get its

money back

The town could, of relieve itself of
much of the land cost by opening up a new
subdivision, rather than purchasing land now
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in other hands. New sewer and water lines
would have to be laid, however., and there
iIs the objection of putting all this type of

I.|'|
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housing in one district, rather than spreacdii
it throughout the town. Most veterans would
prefer some choice of location, possible

Despite certain faults,  Wartime Housing
offers the best and cheapest way of securing
nomes promptly, II approved, it believed
the would provide 50 homes here by July, It
1s to be hoped therefore, that servicemen will
be prompt in registering for homes built under
this plan, and that the federal and local auth-
orities will do their part to make such homes
avallable.
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THE BOY SCOUTS

The story of the Scouts, their activities in
peace and in war, the ideals inspiring the As-
sociation, and the benefits derived from its
membership, have given the Boy Scout move-
ment the highest possible standing in the
public mind. Because of it, hundreds of thou-
sands of youngsters, of all races and creeds,

have been given pleasurable and profitable
training for the years of manhood
It is generally conceded by those whose

experience has brought them some knowledge
of the Boy Scout program, that the best thing
a father can do to foster a sane appetite for
life in his son, to introduce him to the
nearest Scoutbt troop. There, regardless of the
state of his father's pocketbook, the lad may
enjoy association with other bovs of the com-
munity under the best of supervision

All of the foregoing is penerally known - -
what is not so well appreciated in that the Boy
Scout movement, in order to maintain its nat-
ural growth, must have leaders, and more
leaders. Men are needed now, in Timmins,
for leadership of Scout troops and Cub packs.

Here is a job which the average man with a
sense of human values and a desire to help
in developing our greatest asset, may well be
proud to set his hand to. If he hasn't time to
be a Scoutmaster ald it needs a bit of time
and traimineg he will be welcomed a1l
assistant. Helpers are required, and . one
need only speak to the nearest Scoutmaster
to find out how much they are needed. The
work is important, and believe it or not, can
be fun.
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OTHER EDITORS SPEAK

If there is anything that worries the editor
of the Pembroke Bulletin, it is the proposal
for a 40-hour week. Here are some of his
reasons;

“That 40-hour week, whether it in the
civil service, in the factory, or on the street,
should be considered as a pure pipe dream

and laughed at until those who advocate it
will .realize that they have very considerably
more than an inferiority complex.

“*On the farm, in. the summer season, it
iIs from a 70 to 80 hour week. or we would
all starve.

“During this war. and even today. on ac-

count of the shortage of doctors, those at
home often works15 hours per day, and if they
did not many would suffer,.

“The executives of any business, down to
those who operate a peanut stand or sell
potato chips, put in far more than 40 hours,
or thelr business would crash on the rocks.

“When the 48-hour week was made law
in Ontario, those who had operated 50 hours,

plus overtime, raised the ‘hourly wage s0
that employees would not suffer, but the
hourly wage cannot be raised to meet a 40-

hour week without a very great jump in all
the prices of consumer goods. Where then
could any benefit come to the employee?

“If it 1s argued that 40 hours' work per week
1s enough, this argument is enough to give
those who listen a pain in the neck, Work
never injures anyone, but idleness does.

“Zhe greatest pleasure in life comes from
Work, but no one wants it to be from bed to
work, and from work to bed. Work, along
with plenty ef time for recreation, is what-we
need, not work with lots of time for idle-

- @SS, T ;

Here are a couple of shrewdly-phased para-
graphs from the Huntsville Forester:

*Hon. Dana Porter, head of the Ontario
planning and Development Department at
Toronto, has discouraged any hope that finan-
cial assistance from the government will be
available to municipalities for the develop-
ment of general civic projects. Too much
public discussion of post-war plans and

government responsibility thereto, has led to
the belief that the governments at both Tor-
onto and Ottawa were to act as veritable sugar
daddies to the municipalities. It is probably
just as well that the vision of a wide-open
public treasury should no longer encourage
false hopes within Ontario municipalities.”

“The Orilla Council has asked the Dominion
Government to pay family allowances to mun-
Icipalities which are charged with the upkeep-
of children who are wards of the Children’'s
ald Societies. This protest seems a just one.
It is a strange procedure that maintenance
monies should go from the government to the
parents in support of children being cared for
by a municipality.’
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BY LEWIs MILLIGAN

The present epidemic of labol
strikes in the United States is Deing
attributed to communistic agitation,
the purpose of which is to creaite a
spirit  of unrest and of class hatred
| among working people. That, of
s course, 1s in full accordance with the
teachings of Karl Marx upon which
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THE QUESTION
Which would vou prefer ... . stores
to be open on Wednesday afternoon |
or on saturday afternoon?
THE ANSWERS |
Mrs., George Allison, 9 Borden Ave.
‘The way the hours stand at the
present time are much nicer, from 0
housewile's point of view, but it would

be nicer for the girls working in the
slores pe able to gel off on E:;l-'.*!
urday afternoon. One could get used |

shopping for the ht'L'l‘lEl'I]i.i.i
little time for Sat- |
shopping, especially if there are
to be looked after”

Mrs. W. D. Black, 69 Elm St. South:
“I think it would better if the
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store hours were changed to close on
saturday alflernoon. Such a change
would give the employvees the weckend
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“Personally, I won't much affected |
but I think people
with small children will find it a little |
nard to get out on Saturday mornings
for the weekend shopping. If they do
change the hours we will be able to
change accordingly, but I think it
wollld evenn better to close on
saturday atterno inn the summer.
when the emplovees would be able to
enjcy the weekend more and keep the
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closing hours foree
months.”
Mrs. Russel Hall, 4
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saturday afternoons
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Friday mornings,
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they close or stay open
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on Saturday nights, although I do
engoy bemg able o do my weekend
shopping on Saturdays and go to the
hardware. clothine ana furntture stores |

1 8 Saturdas

Mrs. W. Barber, 15 James Ave:

“It doesn't make a great deal of dif-
rerence to me. Either way of closing
15 all right as I think people would
be able to get their shoppinig done.

| purpose would be all right.

i appreciative of the long weekends, but

strained, Harold MacMlillan, a former
cabinet member under the Churchill
regime, told the British House of Com-
mons this week.

Pre-cleciion violence in Argeniine is|
continuing with the usual gunfire, in- |
Juries and death. The election has!
ben complicated by he US puhli-:nlmui

of a “blue book™ accusing the Argen-|financial adviser

tine government of compleity wiihl
Nazl Germany,

The Russian hold over Mnnrhm':u.]
cited as a condition of Russia’s entry
into the Pacific war, Is meeting a ris-
ing tide of criticism in China

L

Government employees are among
nose arrested by the dominion govern-
ment for passing on secret information
lo the Russians Russia has admitted
receiving the Information from Cana-
dian citlzcns, but states we are notl
encouraging Iriendly relationship by
sayng so. Authoralive sources are be-
hind the rymour of a Soviet fifthh col-
umn in this country.

An organized black market in British
textiles has been disclosed by R.C.M.P.
investigations in Canada.

Twelve out of thirteen persons aboard
the coastal steamship Robt. G Cann
died from exposure when the ship
foundered off the coast of New Bruns-
wick on Saturday night.

Only 60 points are now needed for
discharge from the. Canadian Army.
This means that only single men who
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en a Press
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cribbled that trash on
of this puge 1s pushing| Club and to urge more support for il
in. After sounaing off We will continue to do so
the subject or umu]*l We were therefore deli
115 editorial col-] week to find a rep
nasty bit of work in | chatting with the
were even more ple: .
n't got much dignity in|Stafl  writer and a pl
1t we know which Im]- turned up at a Club party
50 here goes: + It meant wider publicity for the Club.
bird-brained nitwit has|Swell!
shot af the Young Hoping to see photos of the Club in

enlisted in 1943 or married men Whﬂrpl'“}”t"h Club, and has written a 1:‘:1!'1'i:*1*litlz1, we have scanned the local daily
enlisted in 1944 are being retained. which was published by The Daily|for the past week. We have not seen
—_— Press, and which criticized the method ] the photos. Mavbe they are in to-
The next Olympic Games will be held | of voting in the Club elections and the | day's issue. Mayvbe they will be put in
in London in 1948, No information 5] attendance tomorrow. We hope s0 .1t is the
available as to whether Germany and Actuallv, of course, the clections | least the paper can do to make
Japan will be asked to participate. were held the same manner as in|amends.* If a paper has a right to
— most other oreanizations You jot|publish criticism, it has also the privi-
UNO has closed its first assembly In| down the name of vour candidate on|lege of giving “praise. And there's
London by deciding that the new world | 4 slip of paper and hand it in. If you|plenty to praise in the Young People's
headquarters will be in the New York | want to keev it secret you can. If vou | Club.
and Connecticut area, with New York | want to discuss it you can, This is If The Daily Press wishes to criticize
City as temporary headqguariers. Ib!ll'[, in this respect at least, a i]'l.'i'!']‘;;w Advance, well and good -- we've
: T | country. | been ecriticized by experts, and il's
Announcing a new and higher ‘~'-'il:~tt‘| And the election Wel publicized done us good. But if they intend to
policy, President Truman laid the basls | e 1 qdvance and nominations held  publish eriticism young people’s organi-
for sett'ement of the strike of ”“"—'F‘im a previous meetine. Evervone had . zations -- and we don't deny their
quarters of a million steel workers t!:i.«;{” chance to attend, subject only to the | right to publish on that level -- then
week, ' fact that the hall could not th.'l.'unm—'iffull will find a lot of nasty words in
T Er | date more than 225, There was the|this colmun in future.
In protest against what they 1'“““?“_“}1.1311:|! sood. attendance. | fw
“over-crowded and poor sanitary facili- | Th:lt. any person could be small| Something has been buzzing in our
ties,” 700 Royal Navy ralings walked enough and cheap enough io air ::!]}.'?l'i':'h all week. We keep hearing the

'off the Britain-bound Queen Mary on

Saturday

Whatever hours suit the merchants

Passer-hy:

“T have such a small [amily that
e¢:ther method of closing is quite con-
venient, although I suppose if Satur-
day closing were enforced the peopl
with larze families would find it dif-
ficult, to get past the long weckends

without being able to do late shop-
ping.
“In the summer months, though,

the store clerks would, I think, be more

there again the people with large fam-
ilies would meet with inconvenience.
52 vou see either way is convenient
for some and inconvenient for others."

LABOUR’S STRUGGLE FOR POWER
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communism and soclalism are founded.
Marx visualized a final struggle be-
labor and capital supreme
in which labor would be trium-
and state socialism established
in its place. That is what happened
in Russia as a result the communist
revolution led bv Lenin and Trotsky.
The question arises whether the la-
union leaders. and the workers
whom -thev lead, really want tp gain
supreme power, destroy the capitalist
ivEtem and change the name and na-
ture the United America
to that of a United Socialist Republic
America That way not be the in-
tention of the labor unions in promot-
ing but that is what it
will eventuallv lead to if the capitalist
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Socialism and capitalism cannot live

ceether., because thev are totally
opposed to each other, Scocialism de-
mands comblete state control of both
capital and labor -- of production,
wvages, prices and the private life ot
wery citizen Labor unions would be
abolished become mere instruments

0f the government WOork -
in
Labor leaders
would
amcng the workers and nip
the bud., This
disruption of industry
the loss

o Keep the
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would be civil servants

or be used to suppress agitation
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concerned, bul would mean

. 1 " of Mining Municipalities of provision of additional livh of freedom and the workers would
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Intervle“* (IU\‘ t hern 11_1..u|.:.ﬂ, held recently in La: da:ion become state slaves. with the union
S e : der Lake [t was also de oY 1e govern- | leaders as thelr taskmasters :
Re Mll]ll]g lil‘iltl{‘l] If necessary, following the inlerview ment would be asked v resirict the That mav be the best svstem for the
+ will the Ty i " i Fag Vi o we * 4 chir a7 y ¥ U} BT . £ ’ - ; F | |
1 the Prime : ﬁl.llla;r.l. a delegaticn hipmen of ‘manuf; t umber | Russian  people. who for centuries |
| il iy ] - . R I ar ¢ ¥ a3 o ——_— ey Bpres . . . ¥ F. 5 3 o
“"uu]:l Rkt o [ : I k.il‘lil.li'l.l heads would interview ) from Northern Ontario until e pre-| lived in serfdem.  under the Czars.
-~ 15 i L ' pruvincial cy 2t &1 'ule housin sho e in this| ap -
' 'l-rl‘ 1 . AN oer: | dicial cabinet. CNi  acuie nouslt noriage U= compared o whic ommunism  was |
LL'-EI.\']H,L‘.' I'he North In another matter, the chairman and | @rea tREY Cd a lorm ol emancipation; butn it was |
secreiary were auihorized to name 4 not {recdom
Reeve M. A Shipley and Clerk J. W commiiice to investigate the possibii- Toronlo ma nched « an ildegaly The viert  lende themselves rea-
:uIEHIllll of Teck township were guthor-| Ues o future use of the P.O.W. camp | pogsession charge explains he had 17] lized that the Russtan people were not
ized to interview the Prime Minister; @t Monteith following removal of the bottles of Scotch in the house to helplready for freedcm and could only be
concerning the Ontario government's| Priscners celebrate the raising of stone over | goeverned be
i | = % . . EETL ]| 'R T I oy T} — ¥ - | & ™ & ] . | 3 .
;lllen.igl.a i connection with mine The meeting alsp decided to ask , Lhe grave of his father: And now the ripe for communism Even today.
WX amendaments 0 TR ' the dominion government to reinstale 17, alas have joined the :l"jl.ll"L'ﬂ SPIrits. after a quarier of a century of com-

by

reginmentation - they were | frss to stand for in freedom and the |

' strike would be abolished.

the Russian people have no
Their soviet rulers are self-
their education is strictly
insulated from all democratic ideas:
they have no freedom of sptech o1
‘ree press: their newspapers beingz re-
stricted to news, views and even ad-
vertisements prepared by government
officials

One could nct imagine the working
people of the United States submitt- |
ing to such a slavish system, but they
are heading in that direction in their
struggle for dominating power in in-
dustry, which must ineyitably result
in the destruction of the capitalist sys-
tem. The only alternative to that sys-
tem are soclialism or fascism.

Captallsm is not a perfect system.

munism,
freedom.
appointed,

Sl e —— =

but it is a svstem of freedom and 1s
adapted to all sorts and conditions
of men. It is the only nown econo-|

in which democracy can
have the {reest expression and the
greatest incentive to political, social,
cultural as well as industrial progress. |

With all its admitted faults -- and
the faults made mostly inherent in
human nature democracy unde:
capitalism has made grealer strides of
progress in the past hundred years
than in all previous time,

Human progress in unlimited, b
it. requires. individual f{reedom.. incen-
tive. comperition and even opposition
for its operation. Any system of re-|
simentation is a dead-end street, and |
even capitalism can become that if it
is carried to the extreme. The danger
of modern eivilization is that men be-
Come mMeTre DATLS of or slaves L the
machinery which they have invented
They mayv gain a perfectly organized |
State, but thev will lcse their freedem
and their souls.

There is one thing to be said
favor of the present outbreak of quu:-;

I

mic Ssystem
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strikes, in that it may be a revolt
against wartime regimentation  But
it is beingz used by extremists to gain
palitical power for the establishmend
of a svsiem of permanent regimenta-
tion.

It cannot be too strongly
sized that the destruction cf capitalism
labor unions would result in the
d~struction of the labor unions them-
se.ves, and of all that the unions pro-

empha-

rights of labor -~ even the right to

such complaint

| -= and we don’
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ber of a sewing circle would think ol |
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other than to its own execulive
membership |l:r1t1u--'.1t-_ But here's the odd thing
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