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A lot of peopic Lhese days are talking about
“basic English,” and whenever you find a lot of
people talking about anything you are sure to find
s0me newspapers writing about it, whatever it may
be. Donald Gordon of the Wartime Prices and
Trade Board hasn't rationed talk or writing yet,
though some departments of the Government have
gone quite a way along that line. In the mean-
time, however, talking or writing about basic Eng-

lish is just as lawrul as having cuffs on your Lrnu—i
SErs or two pairs of pants to your suit. 5

Basic English is being hailed as a plan wherebyi
the aforesaid basic English may become a sort of
world language. It is claimed that English, is n:me‘
of the casiest languages in the world to learn,f
though the claimants do not prove anything of Lhe|
sort in their own right. Starting with the idea|
that English is basically much easier to learn thanjl

French or Russian or Chinese or Hindustani. L‘hef bureau.

claimants proceed to prove to themselves that a]l:
that is needed is to simplify the language and then |
anybody could learn it all any Wednesday half-j
holiday. Instead of having 38,000 words, like a|
dictionary, t dinary man would be expected tU!
get along with some 800, just as he was expected to
gelt along with a single pair of pants until this
week when the law was changed. In the language
0f the day, the idea is to ration words, Withﬂ'l_lt;r
coupons. There would be just so many nouns and@
no more, after the plan of the meat ration. In the|
same way that a fellow to-day can have mﬂjr S0
many cups ol tea in a month, so under basic Eng-
lish he would have only about so many verbs with
which to water his thoughts. Adjectives, like su-
gar, would be measured out with miserly hand, and
adverbs would be as scarce ag gasoline, Deponent
sayeth not whether it would bera erime or not for
neighbours to swap a word or two for which they
had no use for a couple of others to sweeten con- |
versation. -?

Ihis basic English idea has been given a lot sz
iree publicity in the past few weeks. There arr:f
several this, apart from any merits. |
Premier Churchill was supposed to say a word in!
its favour, and that set off a lot of folks. Thesei
same people would likely go completely wild over |
the idea, il someone suggested it would mean a
second front in Europe. It is a wonder (or is it?)
that no one has risen up to ery out loudly that basic|
English should bc adopted at once, because the
English-speaking world has fought so bravely
against Hiftler and all his works. |

Of course, what has upset so many people in!
favour of basic English is that old idea that it is!
new. From sad knowledge and bitter E:-cperiencel
The Advance can state positively that there is
nothing new about this so-called basic English pro-|
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position. Already, there are altogether too m-any!

people who can only speak basic English, and not |

too fiuently at that. There have been bankers whnE
appeared to be restricted to only one word, and that |
Is “No!" and politicians who knew only two, “Yes! [
Yes!” There have been reporters who have known |
Imr less than 800 words, and thoese net the right|
ones. If the plan is tq help out these lads, therei

|

would also have to be something done about basic
Spelling,

Instead of being new, basi¢c English has been in
use literally centuries all . over the world.
Literally thowsancs of people in all parts of the
globe have made themselves more or less under-
stood through it They didn’'t call it basic
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English. It was known generally as Pigeon Eng-

lish. A loeal Irishman assures The Advance that |
]

it was called Pigeon English beeause it was the
native tongue of the English Sparrow. But Lhatl
seems like a basic Irish insult, or something. Nni
doubt, the Ch;

i A

wrlady of Judith Robinson's News|

would call “basic English” something like "bersek!

English.” And sometimes the Charlady hits it off
very nicely, thank you. |

In behalf of basic English it is argued that
foreigners would be able to learn this simplified
language with verv littla effort and in remarkably
short time. Thus, in practically no time at all, the
whole world would soon know basic English and|
the tower of Babel would have no more place in|
the thought than it would have in basic English. :
Jhat may be the fact. The trouble would be that
it would be impossible to describe in basic English
the difficulty that English people would have in|
translating their thoughts into basic English. For
example, the famous words of Prime Minister
Churchill would be translated into basic English:
—"“I have nothing to offer vou but blood, work.
face water and eye wash.”

The present English language, rich in its des-
criptive powers and strength, developed from the
basic English idea that obtained centuries ago. If
the centuries of growth are to be cut away from the
roots of the English language, it will not he long
before British ingenuity will be building up more
language to express ideas, and The Advance is

sure The Ottawa Journal will not like that because

it will mean new words waorse than “hospitalize”
and “Affrontibilitv."”

The Advance 1s not necessarily against basic
English, but this paper would at least like to see!
it tried out In government directives and bulletins
from the bureaus before it is too hastily adopted.
It would be interesting for example, to see a cir-
cular to the rationing boards in basic Eneglish, on
basic paper and in a basic envelope.
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BACK UP DONALD GORDON

Newspapers have strange requests at times,
There was one this week. A lady enquired for as-
bestos paper stout enough to withhold scorching,
but thin enough to use for a six-page letter. The
letter was to be a reply to a request from the War-
time Prices and Trade Board for the publie reac-
tion to the board's ruling that friends or neigh-
bours could not share each other's rations. This
ruling is one of the apparently unnecessary and
irritating bureaucratic restrictions that have added |
to the difficulties nf the Wartime Prices and Trade
Board. If all the heads of all the ration boards in
Canada send in their true opinions of this sort of
regulation, the muils will be carrying a lot of in-
flammable material to Ottawa this week. And|
next week is Fire Prevention Week all over the
continent. The public reaction to the bureaucra- |
tic type of rulings is definitely unfavourable. Peo-
ple are ready to sacrifice if it will help the war
effort, but they have a congenital disinclination
to wearing hair shirts simply to please some ab-
sent-minded individual with an easy chair in a |
The public idea is that the purpose of
rationing is to provide for the equitable division of
rationed goods, but that'it is not the business of
the bureau to teil the individual how he or she
shall dispose of their lawful share of sugar, honey,
gasoline or pork chops. People will cheerfully go
without their accustomed tea, for instance, but
will resent the suggestion that to give part of their
sugar ration to thiwir own baby or the neighbour’'s
baby or even the neighbour is any form of [Jl'imt*_:
The public naturally resents the implication that
the bureau is not only telling them what they may
have and how much but also who is to consume it. |
The public feels that the individual is entitled to
the tea or coffee or meat or honey on his or her
ration card, and that all this has been arranged so
that none go without. If one member of a family
goes without some article simply that another mav |
have the item, that appears to be a personal pro-
blem only. It would be most deplorable if the
Wartime Prices and Trade Board worked against
sacrifice and sharing with each other. Of course
everyone recognizes the danger of black markets

g

developing from any laxity in the use of coupons. |

For the proper enforcement of the rationing laws
the sympathy of the public is essential and well |
worth seeking, thhe outset the Wartime Prices |
and Trade Board had this sympathy and c*u-mwr—'
ation, and they c¢an have it again. But for this
desired end, it is essential that the people feel that
the observance of regulations is helpful and not
merely restrictions to satisfy some bureaucrat.
Mr. Donald Gordon started with the very apparent
intention of preventing inflation. It is doubtful if
he received much support from the government.
But he did have the people behind him at first,
and it looks as if they will again line up in honest
support of his department
regulationd in regard to men's clothing have been
rescinded this week. No longer is it a crime to
nave two pairs of pants or cuffs on the trousers.
These restrictions caused more dissatisfaction and
irritation than was desirable, because the people
Telt them unnecossary and
lieved that the only advantage was to some manu-
facturers and that there was no saving of cloth
or anything else, but rather the reverse. A some-
what similar view is held in reference to the swap-
ping of rationed In families between
neighbours. It is honestly believed that no injus-
tice or inequality results. It appears that Mr. Gor-
done is anxious to know the mind and will of the
people and to himseif accordingly. His

At

useless.

ooods or

govern

' may be one
against the coming war loan campaign.
odg fact that just before the last war loan or two|
there has always been some political skulduggery |
that made it harder for the campaign workers to|
Possibly the Prenmiier intends to

Two of the irksome|:

| sized that in

It was be-|

recent attitude seems to prove that he is only anx- |

ious to accomplish what he set outf to do, and that
he does not wish in any way to burden the public
or establish any dietatorial bureacracy. Because
of this, there should be very general and generous

support of Mr. Gordon and the Wartime Prices and |

Trade Board. In the main, the bureau has been
doing a really remarkable work. Let all rally be-
hind Mr. Donald Gordon. That will be to the real
benefit of all.
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Is there to be an election this year for the Do- |

minion House? One man's guess is as good as an-
other. Even Premier King does not know. He is
guessing too. He is trying to guess whether there
s any possible scheme by which he can spring an
election with hope of any advantage to his part of
a part of a party. There have been many signs
that an election imay be in the early offing. The
conference of Liberal party workers in Ottawa last
week was one sign. The suggestion that $8.00 a
month be paid for every child in the Dominion was
another possible sign. Returning a pair of pants
to a lot of men in the Dominion and repealing the
law ‘that made it a crime to have cuffs on pants
mght be considered as other signs. Possibly, the
biggest sign of all is that Premier King refuses to
say whethex there will be an election this year or
not, or even to state definitely whether or not he
ever sald there would not be one this yvear. Of

course, there should not be a election this year.|
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Indeed, those respons
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ible for suggesting that ThPT'Fi how Porquis Junction got its name through evolu-
be charged with working|
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tion. Porquis is the junction of the Porcupine am:l?(‘,__;‘Il’“.“ndu‘lnlt&“II F:‘lg F“n
Iroquois Falls branches of the T. & N. O. Hnilwa}'.i hends S.O.b. l(ll‘ _\lil['[‘
Fags for Overseas
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It is an|
The first part of Porcupine was taken and the
“gquis” of Iroquois was added and there you were
| —Heaven help you, if you wefe! There were -"‘“"';]‘E ent Bro: I st Hel l

ple folks who thought, until the last week or two : j;[t : ]I';‘“ ?drl H”-wi e
named in something the same| m i onations Needed

the concluding sessions of the court try-
Desroches were not reported In 1ts
the announce-
the sentence,

ing
previous 1ssue,
Lhe

beyond

Of verdict and

ment

The Cochrane Northland Post in its last

week's issue deals with the judge’s sums-

| ming up and other features of this con-

of the court, and this
herewith in The Ad-
to complete the record:
Masterly Address by Judge
“Tn a masterly two-hour address in
which he held the scales with inflexible
speaking neither for nor
Mr. Justice Chev-
on Friday morn-
trial neared its

clucing ses510N

1eport 15 £Ziven

0
ootk DAL

.mpartiality,
inst the prisoner.

charged the jursy

ing as the Desroches
end.

“Both
marks

his ‘opening and closing re-
were designed to Impress upon
the juryv the solemn obligations towards
and towards accused 1n-
volved in their task. The power to de-
the guilt innocence of the ac-

rested solely in their hands, it
pointed out, while the power to
initerpret the law and to apply it rested
with the judeze alone. It would be just
15 much a great miscarriage of justice
't a guilty person go free

PETSUI.

soclety the

clice ar
cused
wWas

1
1M |

willingly to I
to wrong an innocent
“Explaining the Criminal Code defin-
itions of murder, His Lordship empha-
murder thelr must be in-
tent, and “As I saw 1it, the deience does
rot deny that the accused shot the de-
ceased, but without admitting it, claims
that, if he did it, he was insane, or was
s much under the influence of liguor
his reason was dethroned and he was
rendered incapable of forming the in-
to kill."

“The defence need not prove conclu-
sively that the accused was insane, in
the same that
required to prove its case, the judge ex-
nlained, but need only establish to the
jurv’s satisfaction that the accused was

4 I

Imanier

insane or drunk, and that this condition
existed at the time the action was com- f
mitted, not necessarily now.

“Our law does not recognize the de-
fenice of irresistible impulse, His Lord-
i ghip stated. However, if the jury
should find that the accused was not
insane, but was drunk—too drunk to
form an intent—if{ he committed the
| erime, would be manslaughter, not

A person is nol
irom crime by reason of

not excused
drunkenness,

but 1if in such a state the category of
the erime might be reduced from a |
greater to a lesser ogne If the jury

found that the mind of an accused per-

was s0 obscured by drink that his

AT
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reason was dethroned, and he was in-
capable of forming intent, then the
charge might be reduced to man-

slaughter. Drink might stir a man up
without dethroning
that case he was not
of intoxlcation
to fortify the
was not excused, as
the indent was there. The qguesion was
When the gun was obtained, when the
wWENntL Lo April house, had

to violent passion
Nnis reason, and in
excused, Il A

wilfully produced

SI100T,

ar sStatea

wers

- o 1
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the

accused n

he formed the intent to shoot?
“He had allowed Desroches' state-
ment to be admitted as evidence, His

Lordship explained: the question as to |

whether n statement was vol-
untary was one of law, and he had de-
cided that it should be placed before
the jury, But that was not conclusive.
While the jury could not reject the eon-
fession incompetent, they were the
sole judges of its truth. Suppesing the
jury were to regard the statement as
not containing the truth in whole or
part, they would in any case have to
analvze the circeumstantial evidence,
and the judge defined this type of evi-
dence

or 1 the

as

the Crown was |
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cution will take place barring some un- I
loreseen developments. It would be
the =ixth execution at Haileybury sinze
the district gaol was. opened there in

1820,

vears, and the latter appeared normal
in the morning; 4, that in connection
with the suggestion of drunkenness the
Crown considered the detailed nature of
the statement made by the accused of
capital importapce; and 5, the verdict
must be based on the evidence alone,
and the defence had produced no evi-
dence of 1nsanily

“After short arguments had been pre-
sented on both sides and the judge was
on the point of recalling the jurv. both
counsel withdrew their obhjections,

Guilty
“The jury returned at

&

“Desroches showed reluctance to re-
enter the gaol, hllT.‘ otherwie according
Lo reports throughout the l.I'iIJ and in ;
Lhe death cell since then he has re- | C A REM L

| tained his former attitude compounded 4 s 3 ¥
of indifference and self-possession.” p U NS,
Third Ave. at Cedar Street
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Bill—Did any cne of your family ever
make a brilliant marriage? !
Arthur—Only my wife—Exchange *
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THE BATTLE OF, BY AND

for the GUNS!
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ithout firearms, the victory cannot be won,  Bofors anti-aircrafc guns, Vickers machine
Our men must face with equal or superior guns, heavy anti-tank guns, trench mortars,
weapons the modernly armed foe. And our light arctillery, heavy field pieces, coastal

men must have all they need. So the batle for defence cannon. What an inspiring barctle

guns— grear and small automatic guns—grows for guns our men and women workers are
fighting!

i intensity, as the battle of and by guns rages

horter and fiercer.

Six thousand men and women of the
Canadian workers in scores ot fac- Bank of Montreal ar hundreds of
tories are rra-lJl‘.H_'_' l!.J:‘. and IEI_.'__'_i.'f o branches are LO-Operanng closely in

produce these weapons. Great quan- rendering to war-workers, war indus

aoft tries and our Ghvernment the al

: s
[ne assemabpbily

Bren gu

ties are coming D

lines — Lee-Enheld nites ns 1}.1r1i-‘.mg needs of war-time,

HOLD HIGH THE TORCH OF FREEDOM

BANK OF MONTREABILE

“A BANK WHERE SMALL ACCOUNTS ARE WELCOME"

MODERN, EXPERIENCED BANKING SERVICE . dbe Owscome of 125 Yaars' Successful Opes

Timmins Branch: T. W. TOD, Manager




