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A SCOTSMAN LOOKS AT HOGMANAY
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: : [ guid auld Scottish custom, this Hogmanay, has been [o1 ::
: & long and is likely to persist for many a year to come. As the Old :
g 1 Year shuffles off the stage with the New Year crowding upon its a5
E : heels, Scotland enters upon its “Daft Days.” Though the modern :::
& yurship of the great god Efficiency has shorn the Daft Days of & 4
::: :E: much of their glory, it still remains a joyous period and the most 15: 3
:;: ) carefree in Scotland's calendar. It is New Year not Christmas }
4 3 that the Scot considers his holiday and woe betide the employer g .{
y A who would attempt to keep office or factory at work on that holy b 3
é. E. aony Even now, in wartime, Scots workers Bel their New Years ::: r g @ ' ‘l:
; Da; : I'he Chief and Members 3
i) 3 Reasons for Scotland’'s celebration of Hogmanay instead of T %
Ky & Christmas are not hard to find. Roman Catholic Scotland kept ¢ [}f lh(‘ ':.
T the Christmas festival in the traditional manner, but John Knox 4 “ . ae ,
£ changed all that when he initiated the great Reformation that :;: ﬁ{lulh l]UITllplllt’ l"ll’t‘ “t‘l}l. 't}'
culminated the Presbyterian cult, with all its predestination, o KX
eternal punishment, un;t nt]_mt_‘ gloomy Calvinistic tenets. His ::: at this festive season of the vear take :‘
7 k) doctrine, hopeless and fatalistic, made the devout fear God, but > T el blic &
_ K certainly leit no room fon love or even respect for Him. ::: this opportunity to thank the public .:f
:;: A MERRY {'HHIH']“ 1AS .-L\U \ great man was this John Knox, a terrific driving force but ‘4 very si]];'{i}'y]}' for L*u-{!|1f.‘t‘;1'[iu]‘| and -;
A HAPPY NEW YEAR. " .- ntolerant bigot. He was self-conscious, self-willed, and in- ::: oood-will throughout the ]I'L*-'c;iﬂ“' vear ':
) & tensely dogmatic, characteristics shared by so many of his fellow- k: el . 2 S N
s :E: countrymen then and now. In 1569 he hectored an act upon the f:: and to wish one and all %
e 5 ) |1 Ringdom ordaining heavy penalties, with death on a third T }.
; l{l*\ N l;l{(}b' conviction, to those who should celebrate mass or even be present E | ¥ \ . 3 ::
¥ o xR R R S T T e 2 L ils celebration. And so Christ I"»*In.»af-; went by the board as a na- A I“E"I'I'} ( hl‘lSlll‘lilS H“d d llill]l]} :::
j 3 tional festival in . Scotland In England under the Purit- = d l} 3 p % \I y ‘ ‘ ;o
13 Pine St. North Timmins Ans the obsery ance 01 [_.]11‘1&;111[15 Was .L;tl:u‘t.llg.' forbidden by Act 01 KX an l‘(}hpt‘l‘ us I(NEeW edr :::
X o Pariiament cnaries 1I revived the festival throughout the X
...... S B S A S e B A s s m s S A A S AN 8 e A8 8 A s b AT N N 0T T U0 U VLW W U Y E jont Kingdom, but the Scots, set now in narrow Presbyterianism, *. T o T S, S, S S S T T, R S -E-
N b e b SR R e bl SRR S R R BE S B SR S S S e e SR e S R R B R R B e b e R R b e B 'l':l 01 irl E:‘:.I'II o _:Jhl.': .[.l[“:-' "]]_ i i t_l!_.:_l.[ 1]‘,,].] i:‘:],.l !J(j!]lhtl !]r;l[" :' i";l"-—‘“ {
NN RSN SRR NN MO N R N N R R S o S B o B O I L SR Hozmanay was observed by the Druids—those irascible old :E_‘:":":":":":":":“:":":":":":":":":";":":";":":":":"'"'.":":":":":":":":":":":‘":":":":":":":":":":":":":":'.:":":":":":":":' X
""""" ¥ K long-whiskered gentlemen, always depicted with arms high flung :::
) and 1n a reariully bad temper, calling down the fires of retribu- - 4 ,_
) ¥ tion on someone’s head. They were never very much of a force "y :%.
“ In kngland as a whole, but were strongly entrenched throughout s
:E: Scotland. Among their ceremonies at the beginning of the vear :_
ks 0 Wwas one ol going into the woods te gather mistletoe. Doubtless A .i
Lhere were pretty girls around those days, but, no, one couldn't 'y 2
Y k) imagine the Druids using mistletoe for that purpose One old o K
3 writer states: “They were wont the first of each year to go into : & o
XX oy lie wodes where, having sacrificed, they gathered mistletow, e jE: k!
'y teeming it excellent to make beasts fruitful and most soveraign ) X
* a7 L all poyson”. Another says the Druids “cut mistletoe with )
3 s a golden bill and brought it into the towns and houses of the ) b
't 3 great next morning, where it was distributed among the people, e = x5
k3 who wore it as an amulet to preserve them from all harm, par g a Ky
5 ticularly from danger of battle.” EX T W P g
k3 ' perivation of the word “Hogmanay” is obscure. Attempt has }-
v g nade o derive 1t from “hagia mene” (holy month or holy s &
oon i n:_:,-.-a'l.-- class 1t as .-illf'nl'!‘H]H'.le] “.1, the Latin *hoc in anno”. We hovne for vou a verv Merrv :E:
' 4 “Whatever else be lost amone the vears ) (@5t Ll!u-..l. 1.!'.:._‘- '.[“l'.lllhli".*i '[tl:"-rm.l'-ill Ulgl I 1'3:1[11 rau gul l'an neul ::: t . F iy : e )
+E* Led L { & L , : .;; to the mistletoe this Z‘a'li'w ']-v["“._l];.l "..i_-llél‘lilt ]IH}-.'.;' the 1-I.r'{_J]!‘L|_ with the 'E' (‘hrl:_;[n“t_._;. 1““1 Ih.'l': .I"'I““ [l“ft .:.
| leaann Chrictmae ofi a chinino Diuld unmmoning ol the people to iollow them to the forest in i : X
i =Es keep Christmas still a shining i search ol mistietoe. In Norway they have “hoggernott’” or “hoeg- KX all that you seek In the Glad -}-
thing.” led"”. This word, however, comes from “hogg” (to kill) and nar- s Faan :::
"y - rows the meaning to the siaughter of beasts on the eve of the s : S k3
5 great feast of Yule. Gaelic Scotland proffers several derivations -i- ::Z
7 'y which at least are ingenious if not very convincing. A part ol kX o
Xy the Hogmanay ceremonies in the Highlands was that a member £ &
‘ " INTE TN T k) of the party would be decked with a mantle made of cowhide and JOHN W. FOGG. L'TD i
o 1 ¥ 1Y } i s v nis companions would race after him shouting and belabouring B ” ? Y
) ::: nim with sticks. The main shout would be “thog mi n’ eigh” (I B o
Opposite T. & N. O. Station Phone 324 b taised the cry). Maybe, but why all the fuss about raising a cry. Phone 117—Timmins Schumacher—Phone 72: &
& Another Gaelic suggestion is “thog mi au t-eug” (I bring death) &
: .............. e e T T S WY SO S N A A W AR N NN A A N PRy "‘ possibly because so many bottles are killed around that time. E e T B S T 0 0 S, N, 0 N X0 W0 N N N N N N NN N W W W % tf*
T R e i " it s el L bt L e S D K Vet another is “,[11”1: manaidh’ (I hl‘itl;_f,‘ luck) which is a trifle
s MM M N M better than the preceding. And then, there is the Englishman, i i i A
o 3 T k3 who, when asked what he thought of the word, replied diffident- ;3 k)
ly that it probably was the epitome of the Scot's national traii .::
: e o e "Hogmanay: hug money.” Derivation of the word is purely con- e 1
& Ayt ﬁ;ﬁf;ﬁ";fW sy s k) jectural: one man’s guess is as good as another’s. i 2 %
X : T ; ' :;: Great religious celebrations and festivals hold the imagination &
't X of a people long after a change in the national faith has taken * :::
plai 1he Christian Church has therefore found it judicious at o &
x4 limes to graft its teachings upon the pagan beliefs and appropri- K 3
:E: ate festivals of the superseded cult to its own ends. Our pres- :i:
"y ;' ent-day word, Yule, now synonymous with Christmas, is taken ) 3 k)
irom “Geol” the name of the great mid-winter festival of the I 4
4 ::‘, Angles, Saxons, and other Gothic peoples. Similarly, when }
: ' Christlanity was introduced to the Celts, the mistletoe-gather- k3 &
ing ceremony of the Druids was adapted to Christian teachines &
- K and mistletoe remains to this day in close association with the T
observance of Christmas. A A
:E: :;: For many a year it has been the custom all over Scotland for :5: :
Mav Christmas be hElU!W and carefree f}n_:.fu Lli‘.?']‘.-‘.'.lfi:"-"ll tu_ g0 T.l_‘u;* rounds from door to door begging .:
kY A : | - 1or sometning as a token of Hogmanay. Burns says of them: oy : &
and from its 10V may he g‘etthtri‘f:al “The cottar weanies, glad and gay, ;\.-lu‘\; }*1|*i[*1|{]:-‘~hi[“r and (roodwill ;
ri]'t‘]lu'..il 1O INM4adke LI][* E\'t”u'u' ‘]T.i'EH‘ el ‘ TT-.I-: gl;u‘k;-.- lu'ei'. owre I]}tlr'il‘ th{ll.l'[il!;'!'.“n. * {]“.{_“ ‘ﬂ'if_h iil] lhi.‘"» ("}”*551_]””_.;, ,::
o : 3 oing at the doors for Hogmanay.” o . . : : - v WO T i
Happy One. K The song they sing has come down the years with but little tide and throughout 1S Ypal :::
¥ change, though one does not hear it very often nowadays: 5 Lo come, :}:
& “"Hogmanay, Trollolay, 3
k3 ) Gie's o' your bread 4 ':*
: X An’ nane o' your grey". 5 )
kX \i{}"";] F“ & B r&l L 3 ‘ Here :l'.".li-r-]ll'.:l' quaint word 1m%1:; up, one which may mean any- kX ‘ :::
KX A VIR 4R ' § thing or nothing. “"Hogmanay, Trollolay” say some wise philolo- :;: A “,1 & ()l)()l{] F'k‘% {'l F' x\ !411{%‘ A
DRUGGISTS—PHARMACISTS K3 1sts, has a Christmastide derivation: “homme est ne: trois rois bLUl ' dBhN) ELRALRL Lo :;:
5 la™ (a man is born; three kings there). That is to say: Christ is k) X
R - J= i born, three wise men from the east are there. In Scotland how- o o e 1 Ty T Ins Phone 592 p A
[1mmins Schumacher & ever, Lnristmas 1s practically ignored and Hogmanay, Trollolay i: 7 Balsam St. North, Timmins o :::
L A R T e R i e T e TP W S A S et Wt . E a part of the New Year festival. Again it may be nothing more ST S N A A N WL AU NI WA SRR G TN SO NP N, NN N e, W, O, % L F -
R T S .:..:..:..:..:..:..:..:..:.._t._.i._.._“_.+_H'+.*u_"_"*--*--'--.--‘--_-t_-*_--_--."_--,H.,*-..".H,*:." B T S A R than the inherent l'h:fr' ﬂ'li:l'i?_', ]..I'l-"'.iT.ilI'I.L‘.L of children coming into o N ™ T T T T T e e
T A AU R LU U L0 A SN (P SRS PP O LS W N S0 S Q0 A G/ W 2 W00 W action. Hogmanay, Trollolay, one slips smoothly enough from B i e
R T P RN R S e S R the first word to the second, just as one hears from the lips of s 3 :::
k) cniidren at play, the world over. If so, then down go the the phil- :::
'y 't clogists and their strained derivation. *“And they shall be con kX 5 4
e lounded by a lisping child” as St. Augustine says. It may have it Z;: ':'
-+ K3 roots in the "tra la 1a” so common in English poetry and song, es- :f:
LT ' pecially around Elizabethan times., From the lips of a child “Hog- ‘ ,
= PR manay tra la la” would swiftly merge into “"Hogmanay Trollolay :E: :E: '
Ry % However, here we are again in the wide field of conjecture. Once 7
NS again your guess is ;l.x_i_:uuti as mine, ) . % )
kX \; #! s ) Hogmanay celebrations seem 1o have been originally of a reli- :f:
"y \45" | 7 finﬂ - characler and were enacted in the churche: This wa @
' :51 later pronibited, however, when observance of the holy day de- :;: ::.
;4 i generats 0 wild and preofane clowning. In the sixteenth ce o
' ' F'rance complained bitterly of the fantastically "y ,
$) dressed men and women who disturbed church service and 4
K ppers at prayer. In the next century the wild buf & 5
nery had become lawlessness and the government took heavy )
A hal ' ' tamp it out. These motley-clad merryn ¥ . : o
o e - A : Thaoaroa are n anNeVv WoOrids tnat express T
S T SR LR R T T e (Continued on J!u.up 1X ) I..;I 1.: d 1’ 1.||. 1f,,,1l_ WOoral . ; |~1 :E:
kX e e e e S B S LR S el i ) the honest thougnt more ciedrly Luial ;4 _
Friends vet to Come, we wish a Very R s o g SN S SR (= o) ust:—“A Very Merry Christmas ane :E:
w Merry Christmas and a Glad New Year. : : 2 Haopv and Prosperous N Voai &
: : a Happy an | ;
: T s e i 4
; ; ; 'he Porcupine Advance i :
3 ; z i -'3‘ ) '3
i : Wishes One and All % 2 : ot LDV ‘AT MARKET #
TR Y Ov ™ }ICIJPJIJIJ.X;\ h (Il{( )( PJ |{\ " \IP *\l . I*i 4 4
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i : A Very Merry Christmas i . . SR Phone 770 4
& T = Schumacher ) : y Pine and Second, Schumacher 5
lmmins v atlic . : A
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