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CHAPTER VI
LADY INVADES

Faul B n waited on the steps
until f nin ir drew up The
chaufleur alighted and opened the doo:
DL tNe Gl il I H0Y EVENl molre spec-
tacular t L ar itself alichted
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‘If it i=n't the famous Rebecca!” hi
vd
aid, surveying the
lounge from the GOCrway,
He ra the bell and the maid, not

vet o horoueghly trained as she would
be when she had been with Miss Me-

Kech ' few weeks, was obviously
111 fi1 a different lady
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: l"‘.' 'l 11 ratd vou are losing Erip
'I* | I've always looked on
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LT ki wve INE | ity of either of us exhibiting such
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colerie vs; I write for the| “That is meant to be ironic?
I | "1t was ironic, my dear Rebecca "™
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' , mme with the heari-1  She contemplated himy in silence for |
b i1 1 igested WILD ja4 moment before she said: *It's been
s 'y P good seeing you again. And now 1
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I'_' Arivi | He went cut with her o her cal
b Ferhaps its just as well, Paul [ |
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i come 10 lay my nones |

that luckiest ol mor-

land if six people read every book of
mine that is sold it comes to 200,000
: And what about my Irock?” she
demanded.

“Sorry, Rebecca, but I hadn't noticed
it. Stand up. I can’'t see it i you sit
in & heap like that. Rather nice. A
lovely colour!"™

“Who is that woman over there fac-
ing the window?" she suddenly asked

“A woman I painted once in Paris,
he sald.

She crossed to the picture but he re- |
mained sitting on the low seat by thi
rrtrm:'. quietly watching her. She was
ne had never considered the matter
before — thirty-five? Certainly not
more than thirtv-eight.

"I don’t like her,"” Rebecca said over |
| her shoulder.

“No?'

“Cynical.”

“No. I don't think she was cynical
iI"w-' women are, IL's a rather curious |
| fact.”

Slowly she turned and came back to|
the table; “She has very beautiful
eyes.

“Very, he agreecd

“You must learn a great deal about
women by painting them,' she sald
thoughtfully. "You know, Paul, you
intrigue me,” she sald as he lighted hel
cigaretie,

‘I thought that wyou writers had
agreed not to use that word any maore
| “What does it mean . by the way? I've
oftenn wondered.’ i1

“To make one curious. Few people|
have that eflect on me.

“Or on me, Rebecca.”

“Why haven't vou married?"”
| “I've never had time. You see, Re-
becca, I've been a very busy man.”

“Nonsense. I'm certain that there :
f romance at the back of vour llIe-!E
There's probably a good plot in it, too," |
she added as an afterthought

“Romance!” he said, wistfully. “Shall |,
I tell vou the tale of my life, Rebecca?”

“If I thought there would be a shred
of truth in what vou said I'd love vou
to. But I should like to know the story
|c=.’ that woman In the picture overjp
|
|

Ea

there.”
“So would 1. [ fancy that it would |
be very interesting.”
“She was a model?”
“In so far that I painted her, ves."
“You're In a most maddening moaod,
this afternoon Quiescent! You ac-
|cept everything 1 say. I've never
known a man who could be s0 rude so0

| i - NET'E
politely—not outside France, anyway.| ..

1 You haven't told me vet why wyou set- |
{tled down here, Youre not going to
| be married?’ she asked sharply.

i “No,” he said evenly.

“Men of your age are capable of the
most Incredible folly,”she said In a re-
lleved tone.

1 “You regard marriage as ‘incredible
folly,’ then?"

“Not necessarily. Not if it 15 intelli-
| penit For a man like you to go and
Imarry a chit of a grl would be the
most crass folly."

“Don’'t worry, Rebecca,’ he smiled.
| "It was probably only my vanity, but
in San Remo I llmw ht that you were
|rather fond of me.’

“So I was. So I am.”

"Quite s50," she sald. "I felt certain
of it when you disappeared into thin
{air that day. I really thought you had
run away from me." ,
| “Why should I? We were just good |
friends."

i tNonsense!™ she snapped. "“As a|
iriend I should bore yvou to distraction.

And vou would me."
| “That 15 true,” he agreed “You |
imean that if you wanted a [riend you
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