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THE PORCUPINE ADVANCE, TIMMINS, ONTARIO
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Greetings to All
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A Merry Christmas k)

and a Glad New Year.
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i [t 15 our hope that yvour Chrigtmas
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¥ may be replete with the good things Py
k) of life and that the Coming Year ;e
5 " may bring gcod health. happiness £y
;;: and prosperity. 1
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- The Day Before (‘hristnias -

Ever since there has been a Porcupine, the day before Christ-
mas has been a big day in Timmins, South Porcupine, Schumacher
ind Old Porcupine (Golden City). It has been a busier. livelier
day than Christmas—much more =0 than the day after. Even
in what old-timers term the “First White Christmas” in Porecu-
pine, the day before Christmas was a busy time. That “PFirst
White Christmas’™—to distinguish it from the Christmas celebatad
In Porcupine by the Indians and the other Scotsmen in the em-
ploy of the Hudson Bay Company—was in 1909, That was the
year that Gibson and Stirling started the first store at Golden
Clity lor the accommodation of the people flocking in here in the
gold rush at that time. It was a busy time for Gibson and Stir-
ling, who were busy getting the store ready. bringing in goods,
ete. It was a busy time for the twenty-five other men who were
all that was left in Porcupine of the scores who had come in here.
The others had gone home for Christmas. The few left here were
busy planning how they could make a merrv Christmas in this
new iand that vear,

Messrs Gibson and Stirling turned their store over to the men
here at the time as a sort of hotel or stopping place for the twen-
y-five or so men left here to spend Christmas. The store was
uged as Christmas headquarters, so naturally is was a busy place.
Belting ready, the day before Christmas, 1909 2%

Every year since 1909 the day before Christmas has been one
0ol the busiest days of the years in the Porcupine camp. And
there are many other busy days in Porcupine at that Despite
‘!:'.-v fact that there has been a regular campaign every vear, urg-
ing all to “Shop Early,” the day before Christmas is one of the
biggest shopping days of the year in the towns of this part of the
North. This makes it a busy time indeed. There are all the usual
last minute things to be done before Christmas. so the day before
Christmas is a day worthy of note because of the many calls upon
It—the rush—the hurry—the worry—the friendliness—the good-
will-—the cheecrfulness—the Christmas Spirit. '

.- Christmas Day -:-

-

Christmas Day is always well observed in Timmins and the
Porcupine. While it is particularly a “Home Day"”. the other fea-
tures of the celebration are not forgotten. There are alwavs
special services in the churches that attract comparatively ]Lil":l:'
congregations. The attendance at Midnight Mass at St. Anthonv's
church in the earlier days of the camp meant the gathering uf 3
record crowd each year. Attendance was not restricted to mem-
bers of the church, many others finding interest in attending the
ervice. There were many also who found interest in simply
watching the erowds come from the church in the first nours [_1”!
Christmas morning-—cheerful, happy people, wishing each other
and everyone they met a “Happy Christmas.”

T'ne people of the North have the deserved reputation of being
®m kindly and a friendly people. Accordingly, Christmas is a time
that makes special appeal to them—just the sort of occasion thai
they celebrate with enthusiasm and sincerity. Christmas Dav in
i ,
Kindrgess, generosity—a real Christmas. All that is true of the
past In respect to Christmas is still true this year.

The call, “Merry Christmas!” will ring out here in this vear of
1940 with the same old friendly and sincere tones Merry 'l'.‘]n‘i.nr—
mas! Merry Christmas! |

-:- The Day After Christmas -:-

It is over twenty years ago that The Advance first suggested,
nalf in joke and half in earnest, that there should be a three-
day celebration of Christmas—a day to prepare. a dav to cele-
prate and a day to sober up. The fact is that the Elurz-'nuiml has
really observed a “three-day Christmas” since the early days.
For many years here the day after Christmas was more or lesy i
noliday unofTicially. If the day before Christmas was one of the
busiest days of the year, the day after Christmas was not so. In
recent years the day after Christmas has been ofTicially observed
as a holiday. At a recent meeting of the Timmins town council

resolution was passed authorizing the mayor to proclaim the
day after Christmas a public holiday olmilar procedure has
beein the rule for several years here,

In Great Britain the day after Christmas is observed as a sort
ol holiday. It is a bank holiday in England, Scotland and Wales.
Q1 course, on that day (named “Boxing Day") there are some who
work as usual, perhaps harder tHan usual, but it is very pleasant
occupation

The name “Boxing Day" is said to come from the custom of
opening the church poor boxes on that ;!::_‘, and sharine the pro-
ceeds among the needy. That was a custom that went back into
the distant past. In later years errand boys and apprentices em-
ployed by tradesmen were allowed to call upon customers to
_-..:l-é: donations to their Christmas box—on Boxing Day. Nowa-
aays the postmen do it in the Old Country, after the Christmas
"ush. In this country, while the idea of having the dav after
Christmas a holiday is a very popular one, the other .:.-:11'+-r-t.~ 01
Boxing Day have not been featured. Here. it is still ':itf'-t'll:*l!f]ﬂ]
tor “Christmas boxes” to be given before, rather than after
Christmas Day

s S Christmas Blossoms .

(By Lieut.-Colonel H. Chas., Tutte, S.A.)
Though flowers bloom in the summer,
When the days are long and bright,
When the warm rains cleanse the verdure.
And the dews refresh the nieht:
Yet Christmas has its beauty
AS Tragrant, tender and sweel:
They are found in the Christmas dutie
We lay at the Christ-child’s feet

The blooms of Christmas are lovely,
AS any the summer can show

For greater than outward beauty
The graces of spirit glow

At Christmas grows such flower
As the blossoms of charity,

And love at home has its bower
O heavenly ecstacy

How choiee in its fragrant bloomin
Is Kind generosity,
Which everything'perfuming,
Makes life sweet as can be,
And the poor receive the present
OUn the joyous Christmas morn:
Like the gold and the myrrh and the incense
Wwhen the Lord of love was born

I often think of the Flower
God gave that CAristmas Day
When sang the angel choir
And the Kings from far away
Wwith the shepherds came to worship
To the manger where He lav,
What a proof of love and friendship
(xod gave the world that day! ;

That Babe was a flower-token

Ul a great, unaying lovi
For the IFather's heart was broken
When He sent His Son from above
And that precious, heaven-born Flower
May be }Jl.‘.l.'"lT.{'Ei In yvour heart, too
There enshrined in a sacred bower
When the Christ-child comes to you

hhe Porcupine always has been a time of goodwill, friendliness.
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Monday, December 23rd, 1940
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E) ['o our many friends—we wish all
) of the Season’s Greetings. May %
k) their hearts be light on Christmas
¥ Day and throughout the New Year.
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: May the homes of our friends and patrons "
be bright with the glow and contentment i
and good cheer on Christmas Day and :i:
KX thirough the Coming Year.
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We extend to you—the old wish—a
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Tmu',
]

VOGUE SHOE SHOP ,

Pine St. South ’l‘i'n'unin:-:
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An old wish—but new in its
sincerity and earnestness:—
“A Merry Christmag and

A (lad New Year.”

SIMMS, HOOKER & DREW

INSURANCE and REAL ESTATE .
13a Pine Street North Phone 112 Timmins
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The Chief and Members ;
of the | :

Timmins Fire Department 3
at this festive season of the yedr take
the opportunity to thank the public
very sincerely for eco-operation and

good-will throughout the passing year, :
and to wish one and all

A Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Prosperous New Year
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