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by the soap and soup companies and a few news-
papers. Radio might have played a powerful and
beneficial part in the progress of the war from the
people’s standpoint. Instead, it has been more or
less of a curse. Recently the quality of
grammes seems to have

| similar procedure.
pro-
sadly deteriorated. Most |

of the private stations seem to have no thought.

but the staggering profits in this
form of monopoly.
stations,
not be

government.

tolerated under any

most vicious |
As for the government-owned |
they are such as, to say the least, wuuld;
form of national)|
The whole set-up is absurd and ob-|

jectionable. It is true that subversive and del‘eal;-;

ist propaganda has been deleted from Canadian;

radio in recent months, but it is easy to recall the!

so-called debates and addresses

that weakened |

national efforts and attitude in recent years and|
built up fal=e doctrines that the public has found,

difficult to dispel in these dangerous days.

many cases their evil effects still linger
What is needed in Caradian radio is a complete

viddance of the political features that

In too|
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cursed it in the past and the building up of a true|
Canadian and British atmosphere. In other words!

radio should be operated for the people of Canada

| to

and not for the advantage and benefit of pulit.i—?

cians and the merely mercenary.
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The proposal of Premier Hepburn that the reré
fm*i
a few weeks so as to permit boys to help on Lhm demning Mayor Houde's attitude, public indigna-
fanms where help is badly needed has roused a| !ion would not have been roused and Mayor

opening of the schools this year be deferred

storm of criticism and a gale of confusion. It is|

alleged that the plan will have no beneficial effect | ¥
have no|

on the farm problem, and, indeed, will
further result than to retard the pupils in their
studies. “"What earthly good will a pack of prim-
ary. school children be to the busy farmers? one
newspaper asks indignantly. “The plan is only an
excuse to give the teachers further holidays,
the suggestion of another,
that Premier Hepburn has made another of
wild suggestions.
criticism of the Premier himself has been a
wild. Premier Hepburn is a very successful far-
mer, and there is no doubt but that there
good points about his idea. He knows as well,
any critical newspaper,
help boys may be on the farm. There
to believe that he spoke without any thought, or

his

a5

wn]mut i{‘.r]‘t'--liff"]"llm!l of the fact that the ynuth are hundreds of “’E‘M‘hﬂ'ﬂ““ LUUlH ready to be in-

from ”H. farm. PI‘E‘I‘IHPI prh._”” had no l-ha:}uglll snrt of pubhmt}' for Lhmr m.'11 wntmg,..

of turning public and separale and high school

pupils onto the farms in a mass and expecting, indignation in regard to this alleged interference
Instead, hE' with the freedom of the press has fallen flat. The

[ pupils who were willing| public takes the supposedly intolerant and un-
5 reasonable attitude that there is a war on at pre-

any good results from such a policy.

arranged for a register o
to assist in the patriotic work of helping the far-

mers this season. and from this list no doubt it is|

the intention to select those who are fitted to give

some service.
necessary that the
vice should not be
school work,
was to extend the
should have equa
times warranied any move of this description
The Premi plan was prompted by his anxiety
to help In winning the war, and it does not take
much consideration to show that unless the war
is won the education of Ontario children will be

much more seriously affected than it will be by
the Premier’s plan, Reports from Toronto indicate
that a large number of pupils have volunteered

puplis giving the patriotic ser-
prejudicially affected in their

The fact seems to be that the|
little ' Papers should be permitted freely to publish the

' full arguments and misconceptions for which a

were

' the principle adopted that newspapers could pub-
I ]

how much or how little lish subversive propaganda in this way, there are

1S NO reason !

i the hrfﬁ[l]{tfl:‘j‘ of the

is, the interview with Mayor Houde is admitted by al'l
The charge is made ' to be—is punished by more drastic penalties than

(e the plan suecessful it was-:' ;

and the easitest way to assure this, that even Britain itself was seriously endangered
holidays so that all pupils| by the sly and plausible propaganda spread often

| chanee. The seriousness of mﬂi by the innocent and the patriotic.
. right about this. It is a time for what would pass

service in the necessary
It might be the ideal |

who actually give any
harvesting of the crops.
plan to have all schools in the province follow a
There is no doubt whatever
that Premier Hepburn was moved by patriotic]
impulse in making his plan. There is no guestion
about his patriotism. Because of this, his proposal
deserves courteous consideration and a trial.
At the same time the duty of school boards is
watch the interests of the pupils, with the long
view of the advantage of the country as a whole.
The plan adopted here seems to meet the case in |
point. Those who can help on farms are free to
do so, and assurance is given that they will not
suffer in their educational progress if they take
this patriotic stand.
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Sometimes what to be the
and unreasonable attitude is the only safe one.
In this connection, the case of Mayor Houde may|
be cited. Some daily newspapers under the guise
of defending the liberty of the press have sought|
rouse indignation against the authorities.
There has been much criticism of the censors for
banning an issue of The Montreal Gazette carry-
ing the verbatim interview in which Houde urged |
law by refusing to register
under the National Registration plan. Tt is argued
thhiat had it not been for the publication of the in-,
together with the Gazette editorial con-

appears intolerant |

Lerview

Houde might have been left free to carry on sub-
work against the safety of the state.
Taking this as a fact, it would appear that The
Gazette should be content to know that it did a
public service at little cost to itself. It is within
the powers of the censors in wartime to see that
the publication of subversive material — such a.ﬂ'l

rsive

the mere suppression of a couple of columns in an

issue. It is surely absurd to suggest that news-

ie arrested and interned. Were

mayor of a city

enough Fifth Columnists in Canada at the present
time to assure publicity for this material as there

The effort by some newspapers to rouse public

' Mrs, Hamilton Brown's wedding.

| ;
something each to0 meeat the guaraniee,

sent, that treachery is rife, that there
communist, fascist and nazi influences at work,
seeking to use propaganda to weaken the position
of the nation. The public remembers Norway,
Belgium, Hollend, France. The public remembers

Ell'E'[

The public is

in peacetime for intolerance and unreasonable-
ness. Newspapers, as well as others, must defer to
the common safety and the common good. The
present day threat to the liberty of the press is
the danger of a Nazi triumph. There is no other
meneace. It is better for all that restrictions should
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The Empire is united as never before.
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