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Local Polish People
Given Full Details of

Conditions in Poland

On Recent Visit Here Polish Ennsul (iives Information on |

the Brutal and Criminal Reign of Terror Continued by

the Nazis Since Their Fntrance Into Peoland.

Examples Given.
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Some weeks ago when
Brzezinski, Polish Consul ntreal
pald a visit to Thnmins he A gri-
phic account of the d=plorable situation
in Poland due to i{he con'emptible me-
thods of the Nazi Invaders. In ad
dresses here to his own people tae
Polish Consul, who narrowly escaped
captur by the Nazizs, gave the g
in detail and with the most careful
pocuracy. His presentaticn of tne case
is the most definite arraignment cf the
Germans +{hat could be presented.
Some of the case as outlined by the
Consul was published In recent issues
of The Advancze in the form of inter-
views and reports ol addresses For
the record a more complete summary is
presented herewith:—

German lerror has
from the earliest days
and executlons took
slightest attempt ol sell-defence, ex-
pression of naticnal deelings or any
disobedience to the harsh invaders. In
November, 1939, a girl student of the
university in Warsaw was executed for
defacing an anti-British poster. Prof
Stanilaw Pawkowskl, Poznons was
executed for resisting the barbarian
eviction of himself and family from
their home., OQOther executions of pro-
minent citizens, mostly aie own-
ers and bearers of well-known names
in the Wesiern part of Poland, were
for vengeance for patriotic activities of
these good people in the past. Among
those s0 executed were:—Edward Pot-
worowski, Papal Chamberlain and
leader of the Catholic Action in Poland:
Thomas Komierowskl, Papal Chamber-
lain: M. Chkepowski, brother of the
former Polish ambazsador in Paris;
Count Jan Szokdroskl: Count Ponin-
ski+ the mavor of Byvdgoszez: canon of
the- cathedral in Gnhiezno: mavor. of
Inowrockaw and mony others. Nearly
all executed were about sixty. In ad-
dition men and women are being
sent to concentration camps. Among
the women so (reated were the wiie of
the former ambassador to Paris, and
Countess Potocki, whose hushband was
executed.

The executions
dimensions of mass
ing to verified information, 5 hostages
in - 8zanoiisky, 100 persons in Leszno,
o0 in Koscian, 134 in Bydgeszez, were
shot in November., 1938. In city
5,000 people were killed.  In the city of
Poznan 5,000 leadjing persons were also
executed. ‘Three hundred hostages, in-
cluding doctors, lawyers, judges, were
forced to dig their own graves before
being shot. ‘These mass murders were
but samples of conditions in all the
Western provinces. A bailiff of Tuohola
died from heart failure during a fire at
his home and ten Polish people were
put against the wall and in re-
prisal.
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Grudziadz, anti-German
appeared on some walls and the Ger-
man commander arrested several hun-
dred Polish people and issued an orde:
that they be executed if any disorder
D(‘EI.II'I‘IIE‘{‘]:

An outstanding feat of brutality
the murder of the former burgomaster
of Cieszyn, Dr. Iszck and his wife,
aged respectively 65 and 80. They
were hboth flogeged with steel rods while
lying prostrate on the floor until they
became unconscious. After this

posters

was

ture the four members of the Gestapo | closed

assaulted the maid of the doctor, Dr,
Olszck died as result of his injurles
His wife, though seriously injured, ap-
peared to recover and was sent a
concentration camp where she died.

In Gdynia the boast was made that
in case of any disorder thirty Polish
hostages would be executed every
German hurt

In November, 1839, an Extraordinary
Tribunal proceeded with utmost
severity, the defendants depriv-

Lo

for

the

beine

eéd of all rights of defence and the
usual senience belng capital punish-

ment,

The practice of taking hostages at
random and executing them on any
eXcuse was the common practice,

An official announcement by the
German authorities shows the means
and methods adopted. All Polish peo-

ple of both sexes were
way (o Germans. “The
to the victars and not to the
ed,” said the proclamation
men were to uncover their heads when
meeting any German. Germans
be served first in shops, markets,
All Polish uniforms for
men was [oroldden
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at a complete depopulation of the pro-
vinces, Pomaorzo, “’c..!n.t.‘t and Silesia
and Iar this purpose are throwing

people out of their homes, mostly with-
out any warming and without permit-
ting them to take anything but
clothes they have on

The first mass eviction took place ip
Gydnia, where connection with the
repatriation of the Germans from the
Baltic countries, the German authori-
ties ordered the evacuation of the whole
Polish population. . This meant the
eviction of the whole population of the
city and port, numbering nearly 130,000
men, women and children. The police
started to evict people from thelr
homes, allowing them to take only what
they could carry themselves, and giving
wem only

the

|
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ten or fifteen minutes to

Yieate their homes. They were trans-| Zodz
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ported 300 miles by train—1500 to 2000
| people in a transport. The evacuatlon !
was conduct under conditions of =
. rl
Lrezedented .1:'|':L‘.1'._'.'. Many cases of |
childbirth o-curred during the trans- |
' p3l Many children fell tims to
dveentry and diphtheria. Before the
departure of each train the Brown
Shirts took away all money and jewel-
ry {rom the unfortunate peopile. .
The recent Vatican broadcasts, based |
on a memorandum of the Primate of |
Poland, Cardinal Hlond, containing a |
detalled descripti of German atro-|
cities in the dioceze of Gniezno and
Poznan, characterize these mass evic-
tions as a “true axtermination conceiv- |
ed with diabolical cunning and calried
out wit inequalled cruelty . 'The
victin of these transportations I
all their land, houses, furniture, snops.
clothes, linen, mecney and other valu-
ad People were suddenly turned in-
to beggars In the spring many of
them will be in danger of dying
The Gestapo raided homes during the
nizht and seized between 500 and %00
pecple one time. In Poznan, s3ays
the report describing one of these raids,
the expulsion of people from their S
homes took place under heart-breaking
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