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MORE HARMFUL PEACE TALK |
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The pamphlets distributed recently in the dead
of night by Communists in various centres across

P

Canada pretended to talk peace, and had [the
shamelessness to pileture Soviet Russia as a
“beacon of peace,” and “the only nation in recent

wears to consistently work for peace on earth.”
Apart from the fact that the pamphlets were as
seditious in intent as it is possible for any litera-
ture to be, and so0 should be dealt with in these
days war without the slightest leniency or
toleration, these scurrilous circulars should bring
condign punishment on their authors and disTri
butors for the gross insult given to public intelli-
gence, If for no greater reason. To say that Russia
has shown the slightest desire for peace on earth
in recent is completely |disregard the
truth. Facts brought out in the law courts of
Britain, the United States and Canada, as well as
the mass of truth elicited in special enquiries
commissions in these countries and in European
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Years Lo

and

lands, proves beyond the shadow of a doubt that
Russia has been spending money sadly needed by
its own people to maintain agitators, spies, and

worse, in every land that would allow them the
slightest toleration. These paid agents have bent
every eflort to start civil war and disorder. No
opportunity has been missed to foster disorder
and lawlessness or to set nation against nation,
class against class, and creed against creed. That
is on the record for all to read

|

It is true that during the past few years Soviet
Russia has declaimed against militarism. but a

glance at the official figures shows how false were

the utterances of the greatest of all dictator
nations. Figures given in the Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica Year Book show that on Nov. 1st, 1938,

the Soviet maintained the largest army of any
nation on earth. At that date the United States of
Soviet Russia had an active army of 1,500,000, with
trained reserves of 16,500,000 men, a total of
18,000,000 men ready for war. China, engaged i:lf
actual defensive war, had only a total of 2,000,000
Japan also at war and with its full strength mus-
tered, had only a third of the army admitted by
the “peaceful” Russians. Italy had less than
8,000,000 men in its active and reserve armies:
France, a little over 6,000,000; Germany's total
4,126,000, while Great Britain, including its
armies and reserves in the colonies and Domin
lons, had a peacetime total of 1,121,695, men.

To judge the true attitude of Soviet Russia in
the matter of militarism and the desire for peace,
it is only necessary to contrast its peacetime
armies with those of Great Britain. The total
land and air forces of Soviet Russia on November
1st last year in the piping days of peace totalled

ver nine per cent, of the full Russian population.
The total land and air forces of Britain were only
one quarter of one per cent. of the population of
the Empire.

On Nov. 1st, 1938, apart from Japan and China.
mobilized for actual warfare then, as now, in pro
gress, Russia had the largest active military foree
in the world. At that date the active army of the
woviet was given as 1,500,000 men, while the next
largest active army in Europe, that of Italy, was
917.8991. Germany at the time had 750,000 men
under while France, in the face of the
threat of invasion had only 725,000 in its active
army. The British Army, totalling only 382770,

irely seemed the most like that of a peace-loving
nation, whatever may be said of its lack of logic
and good judgment in this present war-torn world

Russla may have talked peace and built an
army 18,000,000 men while calling for world
disarming. Russia certainly has preached against
what it terms imperialism, yet took the opportun- |
Ity to part of Poland, annex Latvia and
Esthonia and demand Finnish territory, for the
furtherance of its own imperial aims. Surely, even
the shameless Soviet has not the effrontery to ex
pect even semi-intelligent people to accept their |
unsupported professions against the unquestioned |
record.
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i. ANOTHER WAR J1.LOOMS {

Thoughtful people to-day hesitate to venture an |
opinion on the probable duration of the present
war. There should be general agreement, however,
that 1t 1s going to take quite a few years of battle
before t world is safe for déemocracy, for liberty,
right. Energy for the present. of course,

5T

lor ' should
be centred on defeating Hitlerism, Germany. But
when Nazism is crushed, the real battle will not be
won. It will be necessary to restore Poland and
Czechoslovakia. Even then the war will not be
iruly over. Esthonia and Latvia also have thmri
rights in the world, and there will be no true end-
ing of the war until the rights of the smaller |
nations are fully established as a principle 111..1!:
must be observed.

As for Canada—oOntario—there is a second war
looming-—a war that needs to be fourht after the
present war i1s won. Fortunately that second war

=

- - S — P == - ——

raay hl‘.‘: fought with ha[lnts rather l'.h’m bullets
But it will have to be battled through unless the
right of self-governraent is Lo be forgotten. For
years past there has been a tendency to take away
all the rights of the municipalities in Ontario
Now the supposed needs of war-time are made the
excuse for still further invasions of the rights of

' the people. The latest suggestion is in effect the

complete disenfranchisement of the people of the
municipalities. It doesn’t matter how sincere and
honest the proposers of this sort of doctrine may
be, the fact remains that it is against all British
Lthought to give up the idea of local self-govern
ment. As a matter of fact local self-government is
the foundation of British®Mlemocracy. Contrary
suggestions made by some of the present rulers of
Ontario, municipalities in Britain have not been
asked to give up any of the normal rights of self
government. Municipalities in Britain have not
been debarred from holding elections. The British
way would be to suggest to the municipaiities
ways and means by whnich economies or assistance
in the conduct of the war might be achieved. No
one doubts but that British municipalities would
all respond to the limit. No one need doubt the
to any similar call upon Ontario munici

Lo

response

palities. The people here are British, too. The
British way is to give generously, but to see {Tia
anything that is taken must be returned. Indeed
that seems to be chiefly what all the war is aboul

2 would be doing their part well

took care not to distract

1nose in high place
in the
tion from the

If they atten

main thought of

war,

the winning of th
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war by really needless and valueless interference |

with the rights of the people
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Attorney-General Conant has won
dence and regard of most people by his evident

-

the conh

fairness and good judgment and his adherence to!

British administration of his high

ollice.

ideals in the
For this reason,
nis proposals in regard to banning
men from trials in regard
What possible advantage could accrue from debar
ring newspaper reporters from trials involving in
decent acts, bestiality and immeorality?
few newspapermen who care to attend this sort of
case, but they do it as part of their duty for the
protecticn ol the public in general. Secret trials
are against all concepts of British justice,
effect the proposal of the Attorney-General
a form of secret trial. The only excuse for execlud
ing the general publie is that many of them might

there is much surprise at
all newspaper
offences.

to immoral

is for

There are |

vel Iin|

he degraded or injured by the evidence presented |

Recognizing the truth in that
curious or
at the

in such cases,
and realizing that the simply
should not be catered to, vet
recognizing the
the public should be represented,
peen to have the newspapermen present as repre
senting the people in general. With the news
papermen present, the trial has the effect of being
open to the public, without unnecessary contamin
ation of the morals of anyone.

same time

the custom has

The Advance does not believe that the interests
of the public and the accused are fully
guarded by secret trials, from which the public
1s fully excluded.
under the Atforney-General at the moment are
perfect in every way. But there have been times
in the past and maybe times in the future when

safe

injustices would have occurred had it been pos
sible to conduct the cases in absolute secrecy. In

any event 1t is beyond question that the pguard
of publicity always has the effect of upholding and
assuring true British justice. The Ottawa Journal
thinks it desirable that the press should be allowed
representation at all
judges and magistrates are willing
representation. The Advance would
and suggest that many judges actually
the presence of newspaper reporte
Knowing that the presence of public
tion is a guard to justice.

trials, and suppgests L.aat

to have such
0
welcome
rs at such trials
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If it is the sensibilitities of the newspapermen
that worries the Attorney-General, he need have
little anxiety. To most of them attendance at such

cases is no more than an unpleasant duty. They
are no more harmed than the police or the magis
rate or judge, or the legal gentlemen. Surely, the
Attorney-General is not planning to exclude
from the trial of such cases, except the

all
accused?
The truth is that for the general protection of
the oflicers of the law, no less than for the public,
It is necessary to have the public represented at
such trials. Newspapermen appear the

venient representatives. They do not

Most con

care about

| the job, and are not likely to object to the ban, ex
cept from a sense of public duty.

Newspapers in

Toronto dismiss such cases with a few bare essel
tial facts and no objectionable details The
Attorney-General could find no possible fault with

the*reports in the Toronto newspapers or in the
accounts of siniilar cases in other Ontario centre:
Vhat has stirred Hon. Mr. Conant
been the lewd and obscene stories of these
in some scandal sheets that are not conducted by
newspapermen of any recognized standing ISk
should remember, however, that the sensational
and lascivious stories have all been discounted by

to action has

trials

the general public with the suggestion of the
| =
| fact that the newspapers would not have dis

missed the matter with a bare mention had there
been real reason for greater attention. The
GI the lewd sheets for featuring the stories was
that the newspapers protected the
concerned by mere mention.
papers

EXCUSk

individuals
Banning the ndws
from such trials will simply leave the field |
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