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BETTER HOMES EDITION

_Ahcient History Of

New Conveniences

Bathroom Idea 5,000 Years
- Old, They Say.

The present-cay idea of a bathroom
that affords real comfort, or even -
gouch of luxury, is not new; it is at
least 5,000 years old, says the Can-
adian Institute of Plumbing and Heat-
ing. Yet even though Canada and the
United States boast many more batli-
rooms per unit of population than other
parts of the world, there are s*ill many
homes in cities as well as in the coun-
try without other bathing facilities
than a wash tub in shed or basemen’

Archaeologists hLave discovered the
existence of tiled hathrocms in palaces
of the ancient Mescpotamian civiliza-
tions and even the idea of a bath to
every bedrcom has been revealed n
certain Egyptian excavations. The
elaborate and luxurious bathing facil-
ities developed by the Romans, cen-
turies later, are well remembered as
one of the marks of the heights al-
tained by the civilizaticn whichh was
swallowed in the “Dark Ages” of medi-
eval history. The very word plumbinz
derives from the Latin word for leac,
the princial pipinz material used |
the installatiors of the timss.

Along with arte and other sclences,
the science of sanitation was lost in
vhe Dark Age?s and was lef{ consider-
ably behind when the Rénaiszance
brought some light back to a semi-bar-
barous Zurcpe. The lack of even sim-
ple habits of private and public clean-
liness are significant in the plagues and
diseases which ravaged the old world
with +toll ef countless millions g¢:
people. In spite of religious fervour
the salutary laws of cleanliness ccu-
tained in the Old Testament were so
long overlocked that it was only com-
paratively recently that John Wesley
felt constrained to proclaim thar
=cleanliness is next to godliness.”

It is really only in the past century
~—and principally the latier half of it —
that sanitary engineering has teen re-
coznized as one of the vital pillars o
civilization, says the Institute, adding
that no matter where or at what per-
iod one studies the development of
Public health, one finds the sanitary
engineer and his team mate, the lum-
ber, in the forefront of progres:.
Through the installation of modera
municipal as wei as domestic waleT
and sewage syvstems, communitiss have
been able greatly to reduce sickness
and mortality rates.  The gradual
general decrease in the infant mortality
rate and the reduction of tuberculosis
cases and death rates are due, in &
certain degree at least, to better hous-
ing conditions in which modern plumo-
ing plays a lan:e part.

Just as every community that desirss
®ood health and comfory for its peop.e
must spend a great ceal of moneyv for
equipment and its maintenance so also
must every home owner and operator
©of public buildings be prepared te pro-
vide adequate plumbing equipment for
individual needs and to keep it in prop-
er conditicn. Mcdern plumbing, con-
cludes the Institute  has made it-pos-
sible for every place of human hadi-
tation in civilized communiiies 10 have
adequate facilities for the mainterance
of cleanliness and health. Present-day
requirementis have also maae the mas-
ter plumber, in his role of guardian
of public health, & highly specializad
artisan and, in the interssts of hygiene,
the Institute advises that cnlv preper-
iv qualified artisans should be entrusiec
with installation id maintenance
work.

Dominion Said To Be In
Need of 200.000 New Homes=

Recent investigations carried on by
government departments and by in-
dustries and private individuals seem
to agree on the idea that at the present
time Canada is in need of 200000 new
houses., If Canadians are to be as w2l
sheltered as they should be, it is hed
that at least 40000 new dwellin:s are
required annually for the nexi lew
years.

SCRUBBING THE BASEMEANT

For the basement concrete scrud with
water 10 winch a pound of lime and =
hanatul of sall 0 the gallon has been

added.
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Radiators Belong
Beneath Windows
New Design of Radiators

Properly Located, Bafflc
Cold Air Drafts.

Apart from the strides which have !
been made in the improcvement of“de- -

sign and efficiency of heating -equi-
ment, one of the
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Placed under the windew, the modern
radiator not only provides radiant heat
arcrnd it but also creates a current of
warm air which baffles and warms cold

drafts created by the window space and
circualtes throushout the room.. The |

sketch shows how the cold air currents

zreatest = ad-.

(breken arrows) are cut off and warm- -

ed by the convected warm air (selid |

Arrows). -

vances mace in the better heating O
Canadian homes is the relatively simple
practice of placing radiators uncer the
windows, says the Canadian Institute
of Plumbing and Heating. In this
position, the hot alr currents goenerated
by the radiator serve to baffle the cold
air currents created by the windcw ap-
erture.

Although this lccaticn of radiators 1is
lcgical it was not until improved radi-
ators were designed that it was entirely
practical. The very first hot waier
systems distributed heat by means of
large coils ¢f ordinary cast-iron pipe
hung on the walls and a large length
of pipe was needed for sufficient radia-
tion for the averale cubic space. Toe
earlisr models of free-standing radia-
tors were generally tco large TO Permii
ccnvenient placement belcw the levels
of window sills.

By scientific design, the modern
radiator, though much smaller, gives
very much better performance than the
olcer types. - It is easier to place
under the window. where it belongs,
and provides a larger square footage ol
radiant heat, that is to say, heat trans-
mitted by direct rays, as the heat ol
the sun. Morzsover, by flue design, cur-
rents of heated air are set up which
circulate and tend to provide mere uni-
form temperature in all parts cf a rooni.

Ordinarily the windew is the cclaes:
part ¢f any roocm. Even when 1S joinis
and openings are perfectly insulated,
the window area is inevitably colder
than the other outside walls and there-
fore, the scurce of ccld alr curréents.
With the radiator leccated undéer the
wincocw, hot air arises by ordinary ther-

mal principles as well as by the con-

vection principlies upon which the moad-
ern radiator is designed.

Thus a certain of warm air rises in
front cf the window, bafflinz intruding
cold air currents or drafts and warming
them to circulate throughcut the room,
eliminating ccld corners and providing
complete comfort for the cccupants.
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TWLO Bathrooms Or

- More, Modern Stvle

Comfort and Convenilence
Given Emphasis in New
Plans: e

An incication of the public' demand
for Dbetter bathroom conveniencess. 1s
to be se2n in the incrsasme frequency,
in advertisements of houses for renit
or sal2, ¢f menticn c¢f Tv9 ©or more
cathrooms and often acdditional lavai-
cries in the bedrcoms, says the Can-
adian Institute of Plumbing and Heat-
ing. |

Ample conveniences for bathing,
washing and shaving are especially

needed in homes which house growing :

families, In anyv house equippsd with

only a single bathroom, the problendt,of
crowdad bathroom traffic can be sim- -

plified easily and cheaply by the In-,
stallation of a lavatory in each bed-

Fitth +ht Inits ol 3 et
room. With this additional &quipment,

saving time and steps, family routine
is enabled to move much more smoothly
and merning toilet wrangles eliminat-

‘ed in hemes where there are several

membcers going to business and school
at about the same time each day.

In the past, the more strictly utili-
tarian designs of lavatories did not
necurage their installation in a tasie-
fullv decorated bedrcom. The desizns
of today overcome this objection. The
smart styling and beautiful colcuring
of the modern china lavatory., with 1its
handsome chremium plated fixtures,
legs and tcwel bars, makes it decor-
atively acceptable in the most- tasteful
bedroom. In fact. the lovely. pastel
shaces in blues, vellows, greens, or-
chid or cream, can emphasize and en-
hance decorative colour schemes.

There is no need to disguise the pur-
pose of the mcdern lavatory. In fact,

its generous shelf space and flat sur- '

face has given it additional value as a

" make-up .table and one of the most

useful furnishings of the bedrocm. The
many atfractive styles are -availabie 1n
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both large and small sizes, with chrom-

Canada Spending More On
Liquor Than On Housing

In the course of a recent address, Mr,
Earle C. Brockett, vice-president of the
Canadian Johns-Manville Co. Ltd,,
made the following strinking state-
ments:

“We are constantly—daily sometimes
many times a day — given Instances
of desire on the part of the consum-
ing public for new homes and more
modern old ones. But as an indusiry
it has become increasingly apparent
that we lack the aggressiveness 1o g0
out and take advantage of that desire,
The market is there. There is a need
for new homes. A need for the mod-
ernization of old ones. And, what Is
more: A definite desire for both.

“Yet the building industry in Canaca
gets but five cents of the. Canadian
consumers’ dollar, while the liquor busi-
ness—to make an unusually striking
comparison—gets six cents cf that dol-
lar!

The moral of Mr. Brockeli's presenia-
tion of the case would se2em to be:
“Don't buy a drink! Build a home!”
Or. “Not a drink on the house, bul a
house cn the drinks.”

Ottawa Dept. Has Series of
Plans for Low Cost Houses

More recently the Housing Adminis-
tration 'has prepared a new s&2ries ol
plans for small houses which we are
coenfident can be buily In many paris
of this Dominion for $2,500 or less.
Where this can be done, and taking
into account the 90 per cent. loans
now available on these low-cost homes,
this would mean that creditworthy per-
sons who can invest at least the mini-
mum equity might be enabled 10 own
one of these houses. Workinz drawings
for these small houses have also Bbeen
prepared and are now available from
the Housing Administration at the
nominal price of $10 a set.”

- ium plated legs or pedestal base. Also
in favour for bedrcom installation 1is
the cabinet type of lavatory which
consists of a basin ¢f vitreous chins
or enameled iron set on a cabinet made
of hizh grade funiture steel. With iis
rcomy shelves, the cabinet supplies
convenient space for the storage of
toilet articles and ccsmetics.

Accentuating the decorative features
of the lavatory is the handsome mir-
ror. with or without medicine cabinet.
These are obtainable in many atirac-
tive styles and with tasteful lighiing
arrangemenis  of which tubfilar lights
at each side are very popular,

In modernizing older homes if Is
advisable to consider the installation
of lavatories in the bedrooms, sSuggests
the Institute, adding that plumbing
contractors will be glad to suigest the
est location for such fixtures from the
peint of view of piping economy. In-
stallation of extra bathrooms and lav-
atories may, of course, be financed oy
Hceme Improvement Plan loans.
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B. KAMINKER

B. ARCH., M.R.A.L.C,

ARCHITECT

McINNIS BUILDING, 20 PINE STREET NORTH

TIMMINS, ONT.
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