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Service Offered.

Several important features in rela-
tion to the application and facilities of
the enlarged <and revised National
Housing Act were ably outlined recent-
ly at a well attended meeting in Sarnia,
Ont. The special speaker was R. W. G.
Card, of the Department of Finance,
Ottawa, who sald in part:

It is a great pleasure to come here
today, the more so since it is through
your invitation that I am here rather
than becauses the Department decided
to hold a meeting I see that your city
council has already made application
for, and obtained approval of, partici-
pation for, and obtained approval of,
participation under Part 3, of the Na-
tional Housing Act. It is a very re-
freshing example of municipal progress-
iveness. This part of the Act has to do
with assistance to the owners of newly
corsstructed small houses in the pay-
ment of municipal taxes; and now thatl
you have passed the necessary bylaw
it means that every person building a
house in Sarnia, between June 1st,
1938, and December 31st, 1940, the total
cost of whica (including land and all
other charges), is under $4,000, wil
receive 100 per cent of municipal tax:s
for the first vear in which the houst
is taxed, 50 per cent for the second
year, and 25 per cent for the third year.
The taxes which will be paid include
general real estate tax and school taxes.
The basis on which the tax to be paid
is calculated, is the increase occasion-
ed by the construction of the house
Taxes which would have been levied
on the lot regardless of whether the
house was built, are not included.

| Two Impertant Points

There are two poinis I would bring
to your attention in regard to this:

1. The house need not be built under
the National Housing Act. Every new
house is eligible if the cost is under
$4,000.

2. The house need not be built on
one of the cheap lots offered for sale
by the city. It can be built on any
lot. It must be accupied by the owiner.

The Government has done so mulh
for the construction industry lately that
a brief summary of some of the items
may be the best way of impressing it
upon you.

1. National Housing Act, Part 1. This
has to do with financing homes for the
average citizen.

2 National Housing Act, Part 2. This
provides money at 1% per cenl. and 2
per cent. for low-rental houses in the
Jarger commuinties.

2 National Housing Act, Part 3. This
provides a tax subsidy on certain hous-
es. as 1 have already outlined.

4 The Housing Administration
Plans. Not only have two pian books
been made available, but working draw-
ings of a number of lower cost houses
have been prepared and may be pur-
chased from the Department at $10 per
set.

5. The memorancdum specifications
(1839 edition, 10 cents) i§ one of the
most useful booklets published in Can-
ada for the i;uidance of the home build-
er. Whether you are building under
¢the Act or otherwise, no person should
build a house without reading a copy of
it. Tt has gone through five editions
and the latest one contains the e€x-
perience of several -years -of -use, and
facts gathered from the building of
over 7600 houses. +
6, National Bujlding Code. This
code, which will be issued shortly, is a
standard and guide to all communities
throughout Canada, and will help to
unify building practice, assist smaler
communities in drawir'; up their build-
ing bylaws and raise the standard of
builsing throughout the Dominion.

7. Removal of Sales Tax Irom Cer-
tain building materials used in house
construction. this has meant a definite
lowering of building costs.

Home Improvements

8 The Home Improvement ¥Plan.
Under this Act @& large sum of money
nas been made available for alterations,
additions and repairs to existing homes.
Under it. the builder gets the advan-
tage of being paid for his work as soon
as the job is done, and the home owner
has the advantage of paying for the
work on the deferred payment pian. .

THE PORCUPINE ADVANCE, TIMMINS, ONTARIO

The Sarnia district has already made
use of these various Acts, and it is in
‘the hope that an even 2reater volume

of business may result that today's

meeting has been arranged.

The following are the totals of Home
Improvement loans in Sarnia, up to
Dec. 31st, 1938.

Total of loans, 354; amount $109.243.-
20.

Under the National Housing Act the
figures are:

Sarnia and district .14 loans, totaling
$51,040.-

] am sure that under the influence
‘anid guidance of the .Sarnia  Housing
Committee the. figures for 1838 will
show an even greatér increase, to the
benefit of the whole community.,

Care Must Be Exercised

I would like to cloze with a word of
caution, to the effect that care must
be exercised to see that all who pro-
pose to make use of the National
Housing Act are going to benefit by it

While there 1is a need for more
houses, there is a definite limit to the
number which can be absorbed per
year, in any ziven community.

The need for new houses 1s govern-
ed by the following factors:

1. Increase in population, or varia-
tion in population trends.

2. Depreciation or obsolenescence of
existing hoemes.

3. The gradual rise in the standard
of living.

4. A change-over from renting to
home ownérship.

5. The introduction of some new in-
du.‘:"tr}'.' . -

Anything which exceeds these de-
mands is wrong, but anything which
helps us to keep up with them deserves
our urgent support.

Skould Net Force Matters

If a man has noi the income, steadi-
ness of emplovment, money for a down-
payment, or a suitable lot, thers is no
use trying to-force him into the hcme-
cwning class. The National Housin:
A-t Part 1. is no. an invitation to pro-
ceed recklessly with building construc-
tion for the sake of building. It is a
carefully thought-out plan to improve
the financial set-up of home owner-
ship, to the lasting tenefit of the home-
cwner, the builder, and the whole com-
munity.

In reply to a question, Mr. Card said:
“It should not be too readily assumed
that all low-rental housing has been
an unqualified success in Great Britain
and the US. That there is a need for
such housing in some parts of Can-

ada, nobody could deny, but it called
for careful safeguarded progress, in
order that its value might be perman-
ent rather than temporary. The gov-
ernment has offered a generous subsidy
in the form of low-interest-rate money
for such housing, but it is coupled with
the very reasonadsle requirement that
the local atithorities should also show
‘heir good faith by making Or COIrres-
sponding subsidy in the form of partial
tax exemption.”
Insuring the Morigages

 Two o:-her questions were: “Does the

Department make any arrangements to-
insure the mortgages so that in the
event of the death of the husband the.

house woild become the property of the
widow.” “and did the Department real-
ize that every new house built made it
harder to rent the existing homes.” .
Mr. Card said these questions Wwere
outside the Aect. In regard to Insur-
ance it was an interesting idea and
could be arranged privately. It was
frequen:ly used in Britain. In regard
to the effect of building new houses
and lowerinz the value of old houses,
this was a natural process which al-
ways oczurred and should be met by
allowing a suitable amount per year
for depreciation and obsolescence of all
properiyv, espscialiy rented property.

Comfortable Homes Mean
Contented Happy People

(Bv Richardson Wrightl)

There are signs, 100, that many new
homes will’ be suilt. this spring and’

many a room giown shabby or oui of
style reireshened. No surer indica-
tion of the prosperiiy and forward-

-Jookir. . spirit of a people "exists than

that whic cenires about its homes. Ler
them slip backward and the whcle na-
ticn lowers its morale.

A house newly painted, fresh, crisp
new cbrtains blowing from a window, a
rose arched -over a doorway, children
playinz on thes lawn. & woman fussing
with her f.cwers 1o bring them to per-
fect blocm, a man, pipe.in moutn, put-
terinz around his place to keep it ship-
shape—these are the malks of a con-
tented people who can look to the fu-
ture assured and unafraid.

To them. as once it was to old Cam-
uel Sewall, two centuries ago, the ap-
proach of Spring is the most important
event that can nappen and if swallows
“prozlame” it, taen they know 1t is
cloze inqgeed.

—

“The glorv of ne house is hospialiy.”
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TO BRIGHTEN EUGS AND
CARPETS "B

To brighten your rugs and carpets
wipe over with a cloth wrungz out of
lukewarm water that has a half cup oi
vinegar and a half teaspoonful of am-
monia in it. When threads wind a-
round the vacuum brush, clip them and
they'll come out easily., To keep these

rushes stiff and clean, wash weekly in
s2da water and dry in the sun.
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ELECTRIC
WIRING

Cook by Wire
Instead of Fire.

COOL

Home Improvememt Service

Rez,
General Contractors Agent
Ask for N.H.A. Boeoklet on New
Home Financing

Ask for H.1.LP. Bocklel on
Financing Improvements

- F.-H. MATTHEWS,! Manager

1 Cedar St. N., Timmins Phone 2610
So. Porcupine Residence Phone 210

LARGE LOTS

33 ft. x 120 ft.

some fronting on both Polaris Rl
and Carlimr Ave. Others with rear

. New Carlin Avenue Subdivision
The Ideal Site for Your New Home

SEWERS
& WATER

sewers 1in.

LOW COST |
.c;i-::;j_;:]side $ 3 2 5 ;

$10 MONTHLY ‘

lane. Water now available,
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WATERLOO ROAD

Insurance

PUBLIC LANE
EXCLUSIVE AGENT

w3 Thomas-E.Bailey v

Phone 1590
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