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SIDEWALKS NEEDED
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In the report of the meeting of the town council
this week it will be found that several councillors
urged that something be done at once to provide
sidewalk accommodation along the new three-lane
Timmins to Schumacher. This is
a serious need at the present time., After the new
pavement opened for traffie The Advance
called attention to the danger to pedestrians on
this st roadway. This roadway is used by
hundreds of men walking to and from work each

Others also use this road to walk to or from

. The danger is greatly increased by
fact that despite all warnings people continue
to walk with their backs to oncoming traffic and
also to walk three, four, and even five abreast. Il
would seem that tragedy is almost inevitable un-
less a sidewalk is constructed and insistence made
for it by pedestrians. At the present time
children making much use of the roadway
as a sidewalk. The sidewalk built by the Hollinger
covered over by the new roadway. It
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new sidewalk is built without delay. Men employ-
ed at the Hollinger are citizens of the town and

to a sidewalk just as much as those in
other parts of tl The Hollingel

always shown generosity to the town in all

entitled
1€ municipality.
Nas
such matters and no doubt will not refuse to con-
the cost of the work. But the respon-
clearly on the town to provide this side- |
once the convenience as well as the
the citizens who have to walk between
and Schumacher,
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MORE UNFAIRNESS ;
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The mavor appears to be leading an agitation
to secure the cancellation of all licenses of occu-
the land on' the west bank of the Mat-
With his usual pretence he claims

palion ol
tagaml river
to be doing this with the overpowering desire to
that the public has access to the river for
bathing and swimming. On Monday he told the
council with thrills of horror in his voice that one
man actually charges an admission fee of 10
cents to bathers on property on the river bank
held under a license of occupation. The thrill ol
horror might well be there for the misrepresenta-
Evidently it was Mr. Wilson of the
the man

:;" L

tion so made.
Riverside pavilion who was meant as
charging ten cents a head for the privilege of al-
lowing bathers access to the river. Of course, Mr.
Wilson is doing nothing of the sort. What Mr.
Wilson is doing is making a charge of ten cents

per adult, five cents per child of school age, and

nothing for small children when accompanied
by adults or other children old enough to care fol
the smaller youngsters. This small admission

fee covers muech more than right of access to the
river. It allows the use of a property that Mr.
Wilson has spent thousands of dollars to 1improve
and that costs him money every day to keep clean
ard and attractive. This small 1ee gives
free parking privileges—for all day or all evening,
It gives free use of the change rooms,
other conveniences erected and
vintained at Mr. Wilson's expense. The plan
assures supervision and decency at that particular
part of the river. Mr. Wilson was forced to ereci
the fence to protect his own interests and equally
the interests of the public. For a time he main-
tained the beach and diving board at his own ex- |
pense and allowed the public free access to the
property. For the convenience of the public he
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installed change rooms, toilets, etc., for the use
of which, naturally, he made nominal charge. He
found, however, that people who refused to use
the change rooms and thus saved the dime asked |
for the service, would dress and undress so pub-
licly that something had to be done about it For
proper control of the property that he had bought |
nd maintained, and to maintain decency on the |
beach under occupational rights for which he pays
proper rental to the government, there seemed no
|4 tive than to make a small charge. To pre- |
vent misrepresentation about this charge it should
bi d that the children using the swimming
P00 re admitted by ticket and do not pay any
[ 11 to Mr. Wilson for the privileges they en-
j O Indeed, as a matter of fact, Mr. Wilson will |
be materially the loser from the use of the swim- |
ming pool this vear, paying part of the cost of
maintenance after turning the pool over to Mr.
Fisher for the use of the children
'he Advance believes that all reasonable and |
fair-minded people will agree that Mr. Wilson has
been generous in his attitude towards the public

ticularly the children.
1ayor’s suggestion that in this

The public surely

and pal

will not accept the

matter Mr. Wilson is at fault. Surely, the mayor
does not expect Mr. Wilson to maintain the beach
and all the conveniences added at his own ex- |

Prehaps, Mr. Wilson would do so if he were
The mayor, for |

perlst

as rich as some of his detraclors.

course, is that he has occupational rights for only

| bathing

 unkind,

the town sadly needs another park and pla}*-r
ground. Mr. Wilson, however, is not unfair|
enough to suggest that the mavor should plant
trees, provide benches, keep the park clean and
sanitary, provide supervision, and turn the whole
thing over free to the town. Even that, however,
would not be as unfair a proposal as to suggest
that Mr. Wilson should maintain the Riverside
property, provide all the services there, and give
it all to the public without any charge.

The mayor would infer that Mr. Wilson has the
only route of access to the river., The fact, of

| instance, has land quite suitable for a park, and | _l 5 at the other end of the line. No rab-
| Olts, no breakfast.’” And strange to

a small portion. If the public do not care, or are
not able to pay the small fee, why not secure free
bathing at other points on the river? The reply,
of course, will be that no other point is suitable or
attractive to the public. That begs the answer
that the reason Mr. Wilson's beach is so desirable
is because he has spent money and effort to make
The town actually owns another beach and
picnic ground. Why not let the public use that?
There will be a chorus of answers to that. The
municipal beach does not provide access to safe
The temporary pool put in by the town
is condemned by the free bathers as being most
unsuitable—the water muddy and stagnant, and
reputed as infested If the
town desires to provide free swimming facilities,
why not do as Mr. Wilson did—spend money and
time and effort on the improvement of the pro-
perty and the providing of the necessary services?
That would be the fair thing to do, rather than
to attempt to defraud Mr. Wilson of property that
has cost him much money and work. Or the town
could buy out Mr. Wilson. The Advance believes
he would be very ready to sell at a figure that
would be less than he has spent to acquire the
property. In all the point should be
stressed that a good beach with all the conveni- |
ences and offered Mr, Wilson costs
money. Some one has to pay for it. The public
can not have it unless someone does pay for it.
It is useless to expect fairness from the mayor, but
the council should insist on some form of fair play
in the matter. As for the mavor his reply will
likely be to see if he can change the meetings ol
A way as to discriminate against
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The Advance and its readers.
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Recently The Sudbury Star called attention to
the odd instance of more than forty people offer-
ing to provide a home for a stray dog while appeals
for a homeless ward of the Children’s Aid Society
brought no response. This week The Sudbury
Star refers to the interest shown by so many in
the case of the little boy lost in the bush and the
generous way in which help was offered in the
hopes of finding the lost child. The Sudbury Stai
concludes from this latest example of public sym-
pathy and kindliness that people after all have
warm hearts, quick sympathy and Kindly impulses.
Against this might be quoted the example men-
tioned recently in The Advance, where four young
men at North Bay refused to act as pallbearers for
a dead friend unless they were paid for their ser-
vices. It easy recount instances
where the public seem heartless or indifferent to
suffering and want. It might even be argued that
in such cases as that of the homeless dog and the
lost child, the public interest arises not so much
from sympathy and kindliness as from love of the
sensational. There i for example, the classic
illustration that might be quoted from a murder
case in the South many years ago. While neigh-
bours—and people from a distance—sent flowers
to the father in prison for the murder of his wife

Children’s Aid workers in a town miles away
were having difficulty collecting clothes and fooc
children who had lost their
mother brutal death and their father to
prison cell. On the one hand hysteria and sensa-
tionalism induced generosity and expressions of
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sympathy, while on the other hand the real need
of the innocent was overlooked. To condemn the
public on such isolated cases, however, would be
false and unfair. It is true that the sensational
does appeal to many—that crowds may be stam-
peded into doing good deeds under the impulse of
the spectacular and the bizarre. It is equally true
that the great majority of the people respond
quietly and promptly to all worthy appeals, when
they know the need and understand the neces-
sity. This is no more than to say that there are
still pood and bad, selfish and unselfish, kind and
this world, but that—in Canada, at
least the kind, the sympathetic far
outnumber the mean and selfish. In other words
there mayors and ex-mayors—and the ex-
mayors are in the majority.

in
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are
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The St. Mary's Journal-Argus suggests a Satur-
day half-holiday each week the year round for
stores. With so many holidays falling on Mondays
and so many other holidays being pushed onto
Mondays, the proposal to have Saturday half-holi-
days should round out the joy of those whb love

long week-ends '

The Sudbury Star has good grounds for its pres-
ent pride in the fact that its rural representative
at Sturgeon Falls scooped all the imported city
newspapermen in the thoroughness with which

the story of the lost boy was covered. The “coun-

iry correspondent” got the news, got it first, gml
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that. Victor Laberge, the Sturgeon Falls represent- the
ative of The Star, gave valuable assistance in the
search for the lost comforted the father and|
mother in their anxiety, worked day and night till
the little lad was found, and because of all this
had the Bonour of being the first to interview the
family, and send the full
The Sudbury Star has a right to

| leader of
boy,

suggests that

recovered boy and his
story out by wire.

Conservative
' head of the Canadian administration “Billy,” less-
ens the dignity of public life

greater decorum of
History suggests that like so many other alleged
modern innovations, familiar names for people in
high places are as old as recorded time.
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