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be had the girl been your daughter. 1
yvou to understand that. I think
['l] be petting along.

The colour had mounted to Oxtons
face and he had to admit that the Su-
perintendent had been right.

“IT'm sorry, Superintendent; very sor-
ry indeed. I can only attribute my re-
cent attitude to a condition of nerves
vhich has affected me since this busi-
ness started Of course, I sSee your
point. It might have been Brenda. I
nsist that wyou take whatever Steps

wWarnl

vou please in fiture to end this uncer-
tainty. If vou like yvou ean fill the store
don't mind—I don't mind
t to the bot-
tom of this distressing affair.
“Fven the disappearance of your
daughter?" Beck questioned, quietly.
The reply surprised the Superinten-
dert. Nevertheless it gave him a new
nnele on Oxton's character
“Even to that,” he whispered hoarse-
“T don't think you need fear thal

anvthing will happen to Miss Oxton,”

| Beck assured him, with a grim smile.

‘But I think I can say that we appear
to have got someone ‘on the run’ as
we call it. Without doing anything
practica] in my investigation we 1

created a feeling of uneasiness in

1l Ve

~meone'’s mind—someone who doesnt
cepm to know how much we know, and
[ fieure that Miss Varley has been
taken for that very purpose. They want
to know what Scotland Yard is doing
and Miss Varley, they imagine, is the
Koy,
But does Miss Varley know? asked
Dxton
superintendent Beck shook his head
“She knows practically nothing al
. But one never knows but what she
vill be the means of leading us to the
jaln e criminal we're after.”
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ght have proved LO De a false alarm.”
rhev were standing together talking

n t decprted corridor outside the

W can we do?" asked Slater,

rhe Superintendent shook his head
There are people disappearing al-
ur of the day somewhere

I ut and don't come back
Same are discovered alter a Iew nours
absence. Others are never heard of
aeain. Don't think I'm belng pessSimis-
tie " he added as he noted the startled
gxpression on the young man's face.
“T'm only trying to illustrate how diffi-
i1t it is for the police Lo gel on their
rvails. There's No clue nothing at

. ['ve met MIss
varlev but if vou could tell me what
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sony I'11 have the description circulated
nmediateh

‘T couldn't tell you for ceriain, my-

1ALy i 4 bt
:?I‘."'T:'I.'..l::-'i]': from some of the girls
I won't he¢ a minute.”
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mitted. tHe members of the staff spent
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