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{ “GOD SAVE THE KING” :

I-,_._....,-----_._._.,_..,.-,,,,_,-,_,,_--_,,,,,__;

Recent news from Britain has caused much
anxiety and sorrow throughout all parts of the
Empire. Because the King has been so greatly ad-
mired and beloved there is keen regret that he and
his constitutional advisers should be unable to
agree on a matter that vitally affects the welfare
and the standing of the Empire. The suggestion
that he desires to wea a womal: twice divorced,
ind whose two former husbands are still alive, has
created a critical situation in Britain. In the
various Dominions and colonies the reaction {is
even more marked, The fact that the woman to
whom the King is said to be attached is a com-
moner has no bearing on the case from the stand-
point of the people. Neither is thie iact tnat she 158
of other than British origin considered as any bar.
The marriage of the King to a commoner of any
country would prove popular and approved among
all the people of the far-flung Empire, provided
the proposed consort was of the type befitting a
Queen of Britain. One British newspaper strikes
the popular note when it demands that the lady
who is to take precedence over Queen Mary, the
Kine's mother, and the Duke and Duchess of York,
should be a woman of the kind that is beyond the
neer of the world.

The affection in which the royal family is ]lI'lllil
not only in Britain but throughout the Empire is
shown by the number who have allied themselves
in support of the King in any action he may take.
It is an odd fact that most of those now forward as
supporting the King even though he offend the
grealt majority of his people are men and women |
who have previously been ready Lo €XpPress their

business.”” The class of supporters now rallying ;r:JI

the side of the King, if he takes a course such as his
royal father would not have considered, nor any
of the roval line these many Years, should make
the King consider well the attitude he assumes in
the matter. On the other side, there is the stand |
of Queen Mary, who is reported as saying that she
will go into permanent seclusion if the King defies
his advisers and the majority of his people in this
matter. There is also the reported decision of the !
Duke and Duchess of York and their family to|
leave Britain for as long as a woman who does not
measure up to their high standards remains upon
the throne

In one of his last addresses to his people, king
Goerge V said, with wisdom and with truth, that |
the greatness—the very life—of the British Em-
pire rests upon the home and upon high morality
that does not shirk saerifice to maintain decorum
and nobility. It is the goodness, the high standards
of morality, the avoidance of the appearance 0l
carelessness and indifference, that has given the
British Royal Family so firm a place In the hearts
of the people. What would be condoned in lesser
folks is not to be approved in those who truly set
the standards and the moral plane ol the people.
The marriage of the King is a matter that all
would leave entirely to the King himself. Fne
choice of a Queen for the British Empire is another
matter. That is something in which the feelings ol
the subjects of the King should be considered first.
A marriage of a certain kind would be a direct af-
front to a large majority of the people of the Brit-|
ish Empire. It seems to be a case where the King
is called upon to sacrifice his own desires to meet
the wishes of the majority of his subjects.

There have been some who are forward with the |
idea that in these ultra modern times, the reported
plan of the King is no more than an evidence of
his up-to-date outlook. This is another case, how -
ever, of attempting to justify something undesir-
able on the grounds that it is something new. The
actual truth is that to advocate laxity and the
lowering of ideals is to go back four hundred years,
instead of forward. What is proposed to-day is not!

something new, but something old as Henry VIIL
The most modern toueh to British Royval Family
history is the devotion to the very highest ideals
of the sanctity of marriage

On the one hand. there is the beautiful family|
life that recent Kings and Queens have idealized
calling the King to duty and high principles. There
ic the earnest word of all his constitutional ad-
visers: there is the prayver of the established
churches: there is the fervent hope of literally mil-
lions of his people; there is the strongly express-
ed oplinion and desire of all the overseas:Domin-
jons. It is not too much to say that the issue threat-
ens the very life of the British Empire. While other
crowns have fallen, the British throne has grown
rreater and stronger. The late King George him-
self said that this was because of the maintenance
of ideals. because of the spirit of service and sacri-

e. because the true welfare of the people came
11rst

The people ol the Empire have built a halo round
the throne and round the Royal Famlily. It is the
deep, sincere prayer of all his people in the Empire
that in this day of test and trial the King will|
choose the kingly way, the way of service, though |

| it be the way of sacrifice, so that the British

lanonymous letters—so accustomed to them that

| down his house if he didn’'t do differently. There

| That stuff has never been advertised in the news-
papers and consequently is an unknown quantity.
| In this modern age it is not safe to use anything | ris Landers—a son ¢ has been living in recent years, Har-

' others saying that he disappeared deliberately for| " = _ ton says that he worked for the lal

throne may hold fast to the most modern thought |
that ideals cannot be too high.
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