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GIVE THE SETTLERS A CHANCE
In an interview with The Northern Tribune at
napuskasing last week, Rev. J. C. Cochrane, super-

for Northern Ontario for the

-

United Church, is quoted as criticizing the existing
nd settlement schemes under government relief

Instead of directly or indirectly subsidizing the
ettiers to live on the land without incentive to g0
i ||‘I '1:["' t-,.' .""-.:I.f_'lh‘_h‘l 11 i ';1'\-;

bountv lIor each acre cleared. In other words Reyv

Mr. Cochrane i{s advocating what The Advance has
peen urging for vears—a land-clearing bonus for
etile Icnl as has helped to make colonization

o ne nelghbouring province of Quebec

Ke a success of the settlement of WNortliern
Ontario, Rev, Mr. Cochrane 'I'r-:'j; properly points
ettler must be imbued with the real old

ime ploneering spirit. Direct relief is taking thi
vay from him and from his family. The former
pports of the struggling settler—the sale
ol pulpwood and the payments made for roadwork
bhoth distracted the w'[T;!'I".i attention from the
real business of his life—the building of a farm and
A home for himself and his family in this new
country. Neither pulpwood nor roadwork can be
e X el ted to LPpDILY 115 --.]ur'l"“'l.] r]l-r-rix in the future
LI vme time 1t must be admitted by all who
Know Lthe country and its conditions that tr
ainary ettler cannot establish himself withoul
ome lorm of assistance. 1f he does nolt possess
cap:tal of his own, he must have some supplied, or
equivalent, to Keep him during the years when
he is clearing his land, and gathering together the
ecessary stock to make his farm self-supporting
There are 3000 settlers and their families—a
total of 15,000 persons—now on the relief rolls ol
he North. It goes without saying that these good

10t be allowed to starve or freeze f{or

per clothing. At the same time, it
cqually beyond logic or common sense to accept
Lthe burden of the support of these settiers by the
country at large as a permanentcondition. Yet un-
der present conditions tnere does not seem the
lichtest chance of these settlers ever petting oft
relief. That is one of the serious features of the
matter. Direct relief has kept them alive, but that
that it has done. It has not helped them fto
establish themselves on their farms. They are just
where they were, in a4 material way. So far as mor-
ed, they are worse off than evel
Some of them are developing the attitude that the
ust look after them—that they will not
be allowed to starve—and that consequently they
have little real cause for worry. Fortunately for
the country, however, the majority of them do nol
want relief—they only ask a fair chance to make
id to be self-supporting and independent
Action should be taken to remedy the situation be-
fore the majority lose their hope, their courage
'o The Advance, it appears that the country ha
relief will be continued indefin
tely, with all its very apparent evils, or whether
uation will be altered by the Inauguration
in Ontario of a system of land-clearing bonus. The
whole attitude towards the settler should be al
tered. Instead of the people feeling that 1t 1s a gen-
eral responsibility that none of them should be al-
lowed to starve, the idea should be that it is t

e province to see to it that they

|
. I
in the way of establishing themselves

dependent and self-supporting citizens of thi
North. If anyone can suggest any feasible method
whereby this can be done, except by the land
clearing bonus, then The Advance would be de
ted to hear the plan. So far, however, no ont
ved any method or means to this end, ex-
clearing bonus. There 15 every reason
the land-clearing bonus would ds

Even such a remedy may fall, if it is de-

[t does appear that action should

be take: t once in the matter. That is why The

Advanci been so insistent in its recent ad-
. [ the proposal. For a great many yeal
peen urging the landa-clearing

he Advance feels that unless the
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[t is freely admitted that even the land clearing
ponus would not be sufficient to establish some on
eir homesteads, but these would be proven to

be unsuitable for Northern pioneering and they

id be removed to other centres or otherwise

1Those who have studied the land-clearing bonus
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| prove cheaper than direct relief. From the hl“lﬁdE'I‘

imltmrrl-. it certainly is the cheapest and best 1}1;11‘.

vet advanced for the solution of a serious problem
i ABOUT SECESSION

D —— L

The Liberal Party Association at Michipicoten |
recently forwarded a petition to His Majesty Kin[_‘.|
Edward VIII, asking that a plebescite be taken on|
the question of the creation of a separate IJI‘I,’H'lIl{‘t':
to look after the interests and assure the develop-|

ment ana progress of the great North, which con
stitutes four-fifths of the area of the whole pro-

vince of Ontario, as well as likely an equally large|
proportion of the total potential wealth of the
irovince. This appeal to the King cannot be
dismissed by an exhibition of bad temper by the

premier of Ontario. Coming from a Liberal Part)

whole

m——

|

Association, it cannot be lightly termed a political

dodge. because both the provinclial and Dominion

o-day are Liberal party organiza
tions. It will be found that the people at large in
Ontario are vitally concerned about the matter

wondering as to what are the motives Ior such an
appeal, the grounds of dissatisiaction, and the ex
in the North for secession. 1i
the people in general are not Keenly allve to the
r, it will be too bad tfor the province at large

It would be a poor sort of hound that would allow

faction, the Michipicoten people have suifered

along with the rest of the North from the stupid
and shortsighted policy of the South in [I:*;ulll]:!
with the North., Recently it appears that requests|
from the North are not even treated withh common

courtesy. Excuse has been made for lack of govern- |

mental action on many lines by sayving that the
- : |

administration does not know or understand the|
North. The truth is that the chief trouble is that
1

the government does not know the people of thel

irit, the temper of the
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people. Neglect of the interests of the North and| ™

L

rudeness and discourtesy to the people of the North |

sum up the chief causes for dissatisfaction, The

motive [or sect on talk may be briefly given as|
an ardent desire to see the North given a fair deal
and a proper chance to develop and expand, and
the equally keen determination not to take neglect
and impoliteness in any meek spirit, but to make
the world at large understand that the North 1s
not only dissatisfied, but further that it intends
one way or another to do something about it. :

.

The extent of the secession feeling is rather

amazing, especially among Ontario people who|.

have been among the pioneers of the North. Just|
|
the minute that governments assume the attitude |

that they can disregard

the North and nothing can

cdone about it, this secession talk resumes. Years .
ago a local gentleman based his platform for {‘*]w'-
tion to the Dominion parliament on the one plank
of secession of the North from Ontario. The small |
vote he received in the election did not mean H'I':Elll
few felt the way the candidate felt in the matter. |
Rather, it proved no more than that the peopie |
had found another way to express their dissatis- |
faction as well as a new hope for the righting of
their evident wrongs. Following that Iormer gen-
55ion, the North received|

4
=
=
-
=5

ion and a closer approach to a fair deal, |
The point that should Qe noted by the people in the |

; : : i
South is that the North is not disposed to take 111-

usage meekly or quietly. The North intends to find| .

a way L0 secure l1alr treatment [f secession is the
only way, then the North will eventually secede.
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A heading In a Southern Ontario newspaper|
says that work is to start immediately on the I'uur-i
laned hignway from Hamilton to the Niagara Riv-|
er. The Advance has been told repeatedly that the
reason no money is being spent to make Northern

roads safe for travel 15 because there 158 no money

to spend. What 1s to be used for money for that|! . c
I

new four-laned highway? But why bring that up?

People are amused at the idea that Quebec’s new |
premier has exposed the fact that the former ZOV- |
ernment had a steam roller insured against theft
To the ordinary mind the thought of insuring a
steam roller against theft seems laughable, How-
ever, in view of other exposures in regard to the
Quebec government recently, was it ridiculous al
ter all? At the present time there are people in

Timmins who feel it might be a good idea to in-

1Ire school bulldings against misappropriation as
II."'..Iq_; | 1 ] } 1 i
- eek towll council much
business was dealt with in a comparatively brief
session because the council were not hampered bv |
undue discussion r blockade by the mayor Ir;
won't be long now, however, before the mayor will
be telling of all the wonderiul things he would have
cecon - ' 1ad only helped him
Liong. 1 3 esent may It that as al
councilior he made a remarkably fine mayor, but
tnis year the ratepavers feel that as a mayor he|
L W

Soviet Russia has been held up to Canadians in
recent vears as having a form of government that
this country would do well to imitate In whole o1

in part. At the present time the Soviet is execut-

Ing by wholesale men who are accused of differing
1
opinion from t esent czars of Russia. Oh,!
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