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THE PORCUPINE ADVANCE, TIMMINS, ONTARIO
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CHAFTER 1—A CRY FOR HELP
Outside Hampstead Tue Station Peter
Hastings st | a8 moment looking up at
the skyv. Just e had expected, the
clouds heavy over the Heath and,
a flicker of sheet light-
ning contended with the electrie lights
which were beginning to gleam out be-
low. It wa nine o'clock Bn a sultry
July evening

Peter walked slowly up the hill. He
wore g serge suit, his brown shoes
were old but well polished, and his soft
grey fe] was just like 2 hundred
others, I had taken the trou-
ble to watch him they would have taken
nim for a eity clerk enjoying a qulet
stroll to get what little fresh air was
moving on this wickedly hot night.

Peter turned to the right and came
presently into> a region of big houses,
each standing in its own walled gar-
den. These roads were not so well light-
ed as the streets he had left and the
lightning wl flickered across the
ragesd nedees of the storm cloeuds over-
nead showed plainer than before. Peter
tall wall built of mellow,
iIcks. The drive gates stood open
light he saw the drive
norcered by thick rhododendrons, and
behind them two rows of clipped yews.
His clean-cut face hardened. and after
one glance round to make sure that no
one was ight he stepped through
the gate and instantly vanished into
the sarubbery, As he stood, hidden be-
neath thi shadow of the yews,
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and switched it on. The in Question’s a bit superfluous. isn't
of light fell upon an unfamiliar carpet ' it?” he remarkeq with a glance af

looked at her he be-

Ehe was gazing at

and on furniture he had never befor Judith, and as he
seen, yet the room itself was the sam: ame aware that
How well he remebered that qucer him with a most extraordinary ex-
peast, half bird, half dragon, carved prestion in her wonderful eves. She
on the marble mantel opposit2! For a might almost, he thought, have
moment ne stood quite still, memoris 10oking at a ghost. The tall man
crowding on him, then with an impa- straight at him.
| tlent movement of the head he shook Geol he ordered savagely.
himself {ree of spell, and crossed Am I to get out, Miss Vidal?" Peter
softly to the door asked easily. Judith recovered herself
| Switching off his torch, he No! No!" she cried. “It is Mr. Lan-
ly turneq the handle. The door opened yan who must go, not you."
‘quietly enough but a board groaned Lanvon! Peter knew who> he was now
beneath him as he into tne Paul Lanyon had been Adam Vidal's
dark hall, and again he felt a nasty sscretary. A bad hat if half he
{ quiver run through him. It did not last. heard was true. Bat there was no
| Those stones—he had to have them, to think of that for Lanyon's fist
and it was easy now. They were in the driving straight for Peter's head.
smcking room to the ter ducked and closed, flinging his
‘moment he had opened that around Lanvon's body. He did
| passed through and closed it behind this deliberately, for h= had realized
him. instantly that Lanyon had a
Again he switched on the i longer reach than he, and that he was
its thin, white beam circled the tall, /g Peter himself could
handsome room. Yes, there was the |fists as well as the next man, but most
bookcase on the north wall, just as it |of his fighting had rough
had always been, the same tarnished |and tumble order. He back-heeled Lan-
'EH.:. onn the covers of the old volumes 'on and the two went to the floor to-
Only they were not real books but jJust | gether with a crash that shook the
camouflage and the small whole room. But the pile of the rug
the safe was between “Pohlman on jen which they fell was deep and soft
Chess" and Hawker's “Instructions to | Neit took much harm and next in-
Sportsmen.” , they were fighting like wild cats
Peter drew the key from his pocket. | his right arm free and
Curious that he should have KkKept blow into Peter's jaw
all these years, but Wwas Just the all his teeth into one
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