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: J. J. KELSO PASSES
L*"'*”’**‘*"**’*J#+FJ*###&#*###;r*,'J

Brief mention was made in The Advance on
Monday of the death of J. J. Kelso, for forty years
the superintendent of neglected and dependent

children for the province of Ontario. The death

of this man deserves more than passing reference

He was a great patriol He was in big business in
big way—the biggest business of the country
a fair chance for every child.” His influence on

every walk of life in this province would be difficult

to circumscribe, and the eflect of his life work

yeyond provincial boundaries. “LoOK

children.” he said more than once, “"and

"
qu1-| N -

there need be little for the citizens of to

worry
morrow He developed a resource, a vast wealth
in Ontario, riches beyond compute—good citizen
without

hought, his interest, his planning, and the

hip, where all the chances were for evil,

inAuence, the effort and the aflfection he roused in
is wards, thousands of them now happy
ul and kindly

ither provinces and states.

yehalf of h
healthy, usel citizens of Ontario and

Those who bemoan the evils they see in business,
finance and industry, and thoSe who deplore the
horrors of war, must be discouraged at the little
advance they seem to make in actual settlement.
The truth is that they can hope for little, so long
as the hearts of humanity remain unchanged, so
long as false ideals and false standards are so gen-
erally held. If they could replace the story ol
some so-called merchant prince or captain of in-

dustry or valiant man at arms in the school books

of the day and in the thoughts of the people with |

the more glorious story of a life like that of J. J.
Kelso, they would do more to advance their ideals
than all their propaganda and political creeds. 11
they could make a glory of the life of J. J. kelso,
the truth would overshadow military glamor and
material success.

The life of J. J. Kelso had romance, adventure,
struggle, humor, nobility and true success—all the
factors that make for interest and 10or greatness.
He knew poverty, coming to Canada from Ireland
and seeing difficult times before he could make his
way. He Enew responsibility and burden, having
a widowed mother and her family that he felt to
be his care. .He knew work and worry and effort,
struggling hm way from newsboy to printer and
then to reporter. He knew humanity, its frailties
from actual contact in his duties as
a newspaperman. As a newspaperman on The To-
ronto Globe he was given the assignment ol expos-
ing slum conditions in Toronto. Like the good
newspaperman he was, he went far beyond the
bare limits of his instructions. He wrote aboul
the cruelty under which dumb animals laboured in

and its glories,

the cities® he described the evils that beset the |

childrensof the day who had no law to protect
Be@ause his own heart was touched, he was
able to %ouch others. He founded the Toronto
Humane Society, the first organization of its kind
in Canada, and it is worthy of note that the first
clause iy the constitution of that sociely was a
pledge to"Work to save the children from neglect,
cruelty and abuse. He had the gift of inspiring
sthers with his own ideals, and was eventually
able to interest the government of Ontario in the
special problems of the children and the homes
Hon. Oliver Mowat established a special depart-
ment to care for neglected and dependent children
and called J. J. Kelso to the post of superintendent
» held with credit to himself, service to
forty

them

a place he
the children, and honour to Ontario for
vears. The difficulties, the enmities, the Opposi-
tion. the abuse, incident to those early days of the
work could scarcely be believed to-day. Selfish-
ness and greed and cruel natures lived then no less
than now. It took a stout heart like J
to face all the forces arrayed against him. There

were a few newspapers, like The Toronto Globe, |

for instance. and there were many good men and

women who gave the most generous support, bul
in the main there was at the best but apathy and
at the worst vicious opposition. It should be re-
membered that this was the first of a new public
movement for social welfare, and it had to bear
the hardships of the pioneer. The patience, the
deep earnestness, the undaunted courage Ol J. o

Klso triumphed through the years.
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J. Kelso's |

| intoxicated. When questioned on the matter he
| cqid that a man was intoxicated when he had too nual

J. J. Kelso accomplished the task he set himselt. | [luctrated Talk

for his true
soclal welfare work The model legisiation In
Ontario has
tries, and J. J. Kelso was in efTect consultant-at- L.,
large wherever governments on

He was widely known and esteemed

veen copled by other states and coun- |

shal's

individuals were
interested in social advance i
Night.

Few men have the blessing of so many I(riends as
J. J. Kelso left behind him

sands of children he helped

There are the thou-

Do you kn
There are the in--| fires? Would

numerable workers for betterment who will treas- | sessions saly

on Fire Prevention ......
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could well
needs a new town hall The present
structure is inadequats Insanitary, an 1Nnconverll-
ence to the public and a danger to those forced to
make use of its poor accommodation. The Ad-
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needed in the town

ve been built in the past
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walks is not the fault of the council but of the pro-

property is fronted. This | considerin

perty-owners whose

tl ] that most pressing. ||
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The question of the difference

intoxicated and being drunk is one that comes up

for frequent discussion without very conclusive
detinitions being given A man who pleaded not
eguilty before Magistrate Jelfs at Hamilton when
admitted that he was .H'Ehi]it}.'

th being drunk,

chareed wi

much liguor but he was drunk when he couldn’t
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It is doubtful if there i1s a man Iin Oontario who

has done as much for the true welfare of Ontari
as J. J. Kelso

Children’s AilqQ,
”'IUH."C;.IIlLt'- of children thelr chance in life but he

rounded the first Children’'s Fresh Air Fund on the

4 ¥

which has given literally tens ol

continent; he was
mencement of the Mothers’ Allowance Act; he

urged the need for old age pensions ior a genera-

Not only was he the founder of the |

the moving spirit in the com- |

tion before the actual passing ol legislation:; to his |

talent and thought is due the Unmarried Parents |

Act and the removal of the stigma from children

horn out of wedlock; it was his able and active |

planning that perfected the correctional schools
for boys and girls; he was the true founder of the
rTuavenile Court in this country: and in scores of

other ways he worked efTectively and successfully | m

for the betterment of the chances of the children
and the nobler c itizenship to follow
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