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A Merry Christmas

) and
» a Happy New Yea )
g to All
G F. W. WOOLWORTH CO., LIMITED G

= 11 Third Avenue Timmins
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o We are sincerely ;1'1':11&'{'11[ {0r your co- —
operation rlm'mw the yea that is pass- .
) ing and take this oppor LUI 1ty to thank &
: You and tu wigh vou :_|U}i .
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
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Street South Phone 605
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fl';i THE SEASON’'S GREETINGS =)

A Happy Christmas
5 and every ¢
o Good Wish for the

New Year. N\

FRANK FELDMAN <

112 Pine Street South
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) We wich all our customers and

J friends a Very Merry Christ- »

mas and the Happiest of New

o Years. J
-

SHANKMAN BROS.

S 92 Third Avenue Phone 207 Timmins
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Early Celebrations
of Christmas Time

Early Christians Observed the Greal
Day in Secret. The Story of
Christmas Through the Years

The Christmas spirit invades al
gsorts of places. Thoughts of Chrisimas
are everywhere, even in the most un-
expected places. For insiance, no one
would look for Christmas thoughts In
The National Revenue Dept., where
fieures and facis and hard cash are
dealt n all the vear round, and where

certain Hmml..t of rad tape must be
kept on hand all the time, or it wauid
be just too bad. But Christmas can
not be kept out of the National Re-
venue Department. For example, here
is a Christmas article from The Na-
Lional Revenue Review:.—

Christmas! What memories the sea-
son brings in its joyous train, of merry
children dancing around the gaily be-
decked tree, of family reumions, of lit-
tle feet pattering down the stairs In
the early morning hours to see whal
Santa Claus left in the stozkings pin-
ned up in faith and expesctant hope, of
the joys cof friendly fellowship and
hearty © greetings, and all the other
things which make of Christmas the
most wonderful birthday in the whole
wide world, And although, as the
vears glide on, Christmas comes upon
us, seemingly, with increasing rapidity
the day of days is welcomed with all
the old time zezt and heartiness., It is
in truth a magic season. Th2 latch-
string is out for every friendly hand.

It mayv be of interest at this time
to look back to those -.’-a‘trlr;f days of
Christianity when Christmas festivities
were beginning to take form.

The origin of celebrations of the
Feast of the Nativity is necessarily lost
in obscurity. The early persecuted
Chri=tians “wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves oi
the earth” and their celebrations were
in secret. What are probably the earli-
est relies which give evidence of “the
festive jpvy with which they c¢ommem-
orated the Nativity of Christ” are
found n the Catsecombs at Rome. On
the rock-hewn tombs of these ancilent
underground cemeteries the early
Christians painted the pictures of
Riblical events, among others the Ador-
ation of the Magi., The earliest record
of the Nativity celebrations dates from
about 180 AD. Some churches held
the festival in spring, others in Janu-
ary. Finally December 25 was decid-
ed upon as the most appropriate date,
a5 almost all nations regarded the win-
ter solstice as the turning point of the
vear—the berinning of the renewed life
and activity of the powers of nature,
Al :'r~ winmr '*"l'L'Et’. alncn LhE'-' Norse-
oration cf t B Iw*x sun-whoeel.

Many of 1 vsages of the Romans
and (J:.l.muﬁ were adapted {from pa-
ganism to Christianity. Por instance,
the old Roman feascs of Bacchanalia
and Saturnalia were modified, and
made to serve in honour of Christian
events. Warnings were "wmeci. how-
ever, by church authorities "'against
feasting to excess, dancing. and crown-
ing the deor,” (the laiter practice de-
rived from the heathens) and the ped-
ple were urged to celebrate the festi-
val “after the heavenly and not an
earihly manner, s

The _T.T:Il-..—]i'!.{]_r‘.'l Christmas tree, the
Yule log, holly, mistletoe and the was-
sail-bowl were adopted from pég(zan
usazes, In ancient Britain, before the
advent of Chriztianity, the pagans held
their festivals of rejoicing during De-
cember in honour of Woden, Thor and
Saturn, and many of their customs may
be traced to-dav in our Christmas cele-
Some of the guaintest of
these are found to-day in Iceland.c
Christmas custoems. In this land o
Thor the Yule or Jol is celebratzd as a
festival of light, particularly in the
rural districts. The housewife makes
a large number of candles, using candle
forms that have been in the family fer
generations. From time imnyemorial
it has been cCustomary to present e€ach
member of a family with a candle on
Christmas eve, The gift is small, but
it ha: a real significance, for it 1s to
symbolize the light and joy that the
Christmas message .5 to bring.

It is the ambition < the Icelandic
houzsewlife to have every nook and cor-
ner of her home ablaze with lights on
Christmas eve. Now, when oil lamps
and gas lights are everywhere, and
many country homes are even lighted
bv eleetricity, this is not =0 much of
a problem, but when the Icelandic ma-
tron had to depend upon candles and
small iron lamps in which fleating
wicks burned in cod-liver oil, the light-
ing of a home was no slight task. The
outstanding characteristic ¢f an Ice-
landic Chr.stmas. however, is religious
reverence. Il colours everything. Bew
fore and during Christmas the children
hear over and over again the story of
the Christ Child.

Tature seems to co-Operate in this
sacred festival of light, for outside the
northeri: lights in vhe.r full giory at
this ¢ime of vear shuat like meleors
from the polar regions, making every-
thing alive with throbbing «f amber
and violet, sometimes hanging like
streamers of gold from the blue bow!
cf the =ky.

Feasting has played an important
part, of course, in Christmas celebn -
tions in nearly all countries. In merm
old England the favourite [lish for
breakfast and supper at this used te
be the boar's head with an apple or
granTe in the mowth., and set off with
rosemary, plum pudding and mince
pies. We might include, also, “brawn
of the tuske’'d swine, " peaccck pies (tail
feathers and all), bee’, with ale, mead
and wine. One marve.x how the jovial
1d {ellows got away wiky it all. There
was aopparently no dietng in those
a4aFs.

As the years roll by many good old

Christmas custom= have dl:iappeared,
but others have arisen in the.r places,
and &0 to-day the Chrisimas season,
though lacking some of the glamour

brations.

and munificence of clden times, is just
as rich and overflowing with the true
spirit. And through the laughter of
the children may some an echo of &
voiee that is still, and the loving touch
of a van.shed hand be gently remem-
herad.

Telling the World
About Santa Claus

The Answer of a Famous Old Editor
to the Fameous (Md Question Asked
by a Dear Litile Girl,

Time and again the question is ask-
ed by the youngsters:—"“Is there a
santa Claus,” This question arises
every Chr.stmas, It has been answer-
ed every Christmas sinece Dickens died.
Pcssibly the best arfwer ever given was
that by the famous old editor of The
New York Sun when a little girl wrote
to him asking the perennial guestion.

“Is there a Santa Claus!” That is
the question the little girl asked the
b.g editor to answer. The Advance
once before published this answer. On
reguest it 1s republished herewith.

The New York Sun editor published
the little girl's letter, and then he
replied : —

“Virginia, your little Ifriends are
wrong. They have been affected bv
the skeptical age. They do not be-
Lleve, except they see. They think that
nothing can be whieh is not compre-
hensible to their little minds. All
minds, Virginia, whether they be men's
or children’s, are little, In this great
universe of curs man is a mere insect,
an ant, in his intellect, as compared
with the boundless worid about him, as
measured by the intelligence capable
of grasping the whole truth and know-
ledge,

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and gen-
erosity and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and give Lo
vour life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas, how dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It
would be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias, There would be no child-
like faith in them; no poefry, no ro-
mance, to make tolerable this exis-
tence. We should have no enjoyment
except in sense and sight. The etermn-
al light with which childhood fills the
world would be extinguished.

“‘Not believe in Santa Claus? You
might as well not believe in fairies!
You might get vour papa to hire men
to wateh in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but
that is no sign that there 13 no Santa
Claus. The most real things in the
world are those that neither children
Lor men can see.

“Did vou ever see fairies dancing on
the lawn? Of course not; but that's
no procf that they are not there. No-
body can conceive or imagine all the
woniders there are unseen in the world.
ou may tear apart the baby's rattie
and see what makes the noise inside,
but there is a vell covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
not even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived can tear
apart.

“Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, 19-
mance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernal
beauty and glory behind. It is real?
Ah, Virginia, 1n all this world there is
ncthing as real and abiding!

“No Santa <Claus? Thank Gad!
he lives and lives forever., A thousand
yvears from now, Virginia, nay, ten times
ten thousand vears from now, he will
continue to make glad thes heart of
childhotd.”

—

It was a Wet Christmas

A friend of The Advance, who origin-
ally came frcm the United States,
sends in the following as a Christmas
rhvme that he imagines will be humor-
ously appropriate as to what some peo-
ple think Christmas will be like this
vear in the “land of the free and the
home of the brave.” Of course, it is
not a true picture of the United States
cr any other land. In most places
Christmas will be chserved with feast-
ing and jollity and home jJjoys. But
in every land there will be the occas-
sonal.place where it will be true:—

"Twas the night before Christmas

And all through the house

Not a creature was stirring,—

They were all on the souse,

Some lay con the table,

Some lay on the floor,

"Twas a heck for a sight for Santa

As he came through the door.

Just Imagine! Onee it was
[llegal to Observe Yule

Without doubt Christmas is the
most popular festival of the yezar. It is
the time when, above all others, the
family circle makes an extra special
effort to complete itself. It is a time
¢f peace and goodwill.

Yet there is actually a pericd in Eng-
lish histery when the strong arm of the
law intervened to put down what was
described as “superstitious festival
and all Christmas festivities were for-
b.dden. The holly and mistletoe were
crdered to be destroved, roat and
branch, as “plants ol the evil one.”

It was Oliver Cromwell—a reformer
in many ways—who tried to suppre=s
the observance of Christmas, ordering
that the “hurtful custom,” as he styled
.t, should be ignored in the.principal
tcwns. In order to attain this end he
enscted that all markets should be
held on December 25th. But the Pro-
tector could not enforce the abandon-
ment of such a time-honoured and
popular custom, and his command was
honoured nwre .n the breach than the
chservanee,

Once, whei; Bluff King Hal lay very
i1, in Decemier, and the nation was
anxious about his recovery, by com-
moen consent it vas decided to have a
silent Christmas, without bells, carols,
or merrv-making.
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2} With sineere thanks for the patronage \
:J given us during the past yeat, we wish £
to all our customers and friends A Very .
J Merry Christmas and a Happy and %)
Prosperous New Year., 1
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X MRS. J. PLUTA 2
S LADIES' AND CHILDREN'S WEAR e

2515 Pine Street North Timmins
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May Your Christmas be Bright and J
C Happy and Every Day in the New
Year be as Happy as Christmas J
h for you . ; : . ; : %
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RANCIS LIMITED  §

HILL - CLARK - F

Timmins

New Liskeard
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d"j* FOR PEACE AND PLENTY “’J
The beauties of life be yours 3

The hardships of life be Hlli._,ﬂttﬂl‘l,—
This 1s ovr Christmas wish to all.

JOHN W.FOGG, LIMITED

HEAD OFFICE AND YARD BERANCH OFFICE

o -

Timmins, Ont.—Phone 117  Kirkland Lake-—Phone 3!
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G May Christmas bring you all the

8 Happiness ouyr hear: can wish and ’

the New Year the Beat of Health
\ and Prosperit; s
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In Style and Value the Store that Sets the Pace.
Third Avenue, near Imperial Bank

Timmins

. OF ©

mmmmm ) ) ) ) ) ) L S ) e




