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that the holder of such shares shall
have the board of directors notify the
clerk of the municipality that such pro-
pcrtion of shares are held by Roman
Catholics, and that they desire to be

LETTER IN REFERENCE 10
DIVISION SGHOOL TAXES
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assessed for Separate schools. That
| notice stands from vear to year, until
the board of directors sends a differ-
ent notice. It is difficult to conceive
| of any better plan for carrying out the
| intention of the Act.

But the bishops argue that there are
|m*1n}, other corporations whose shares

Mr. W. H. Dawson, of Iroquois Falls,
Pre-ents His Views in Regard to
the Division of Public and
Separate School Taxes.

The following letter has been receiv-
ed for publication, and is given here-
with as explaining the views of the cor- |
respondent on a matter now before the
public:—

| by Roman Catholics, which cannot be
| shown to be so held. They instance
'LhE Railway c¢orporations, and other

Iroquols Falls, Feb. 1st, 193‘31' public utilities. "No such board of di-

To the Editor of

| rectors’ can tell how many shares of
The Advance, Timmins.

itation b |511r:h companies are held by Roman
Dear Sir:—The present ag Y| Catholles. ' Theve' might: be téh thous

the Roman Catholic bmht}md ;ﬂrm_ sand shares held today and not one to-
division of the school taxes pald DY 'morrow. It is a constantly shifting

' corporated companies between the Pub- So in cases where it cannot

| are on the market, some of them held |

| village at Mooseheart.
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CHARITY BALL BY MOOSE
ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14

The Mooseheart Charity Ball, to 'n-:-,|
held in the McIntyre Recreation hall,
Schumacher, on Friday evening of next
week, February 14th, under the aus-
pieces ¢f the Timmins Moose Lodge,
will be one of the big events of the sea-
son and is sure to be enjoyed by all
attending. There is every reason for
the event to be a success. By past
events the Moose have shown how they
can present the most enjoyable aflairs.
The cause for which the event is being
held on Feb. 14th is a decidedly worthy |
one. It is for the benefit of the boys’ |
As may be gen-
crally known, the Moose support a com-
plete little city, with all modern equip-
ment and conveniences to care for the
dependents of decgased brothers, this
city being located at Mooseheart. Al-
ready there are about 2000 children be-
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ing provided with homes, training, care
and high school education, at Moose-
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ernment of Sir Oliver Mowat a score of
arnendments to the Separate School Act
and the Assessment Act giving them
additional special privileges, not con-
tained in the Act of 1863. Some of
those amendments are of so serious a
character that t@ey should be replaced.
That is subject for future consideration
and what we have to deal with at the
moment is the present agitation by the
Roman Catholic bishops to secure for
their religious schools a portion of the
taxes paid by Protestants for Publie
education.

So far as legislation can effect the
purpose, the law as it stands provides
a way by which every dollar of school
taxes that can be shown to be paid by
Reman Catholics is available for the
maintenance of Separate schools, whe-
ther it is in form of real estate, peTson-
al property, or business tax. So far as
real estate is concerned, the law iai
singularly generous to the Separate
schools in that regard. |

If all the house property in Gniﬂrmt
were owned by Protestants, the Separ-
ate schools would get the taxes on every |
residence occupied by a Roman Catholic
and the Protestant owners would be
compelled to pay at a higher rate for!
schools.

In the province of Quebec the reverse
is the law. Houses owned by Roman
Catholics and occupied by Protestants |
are assessed to the RHoman Gadwlmi
schools.

It will be seen, therefore, that the
minority in Ontario is treated much
mere generously than the minority in |
Quebec.

In dealing with taxation for school
purposes, the Legislature in Ontario has
done all that can be done—while pre-
serving the fundamental principles of
our educational legislation—to make It
possible for the Separate schools to get | '
every decllar of school taxes that can he
shown to have been paid by Rom:m,
Catholics—if they desire to fupj}‘dtl
Separate schools. 1
The Separate School Act dees nol
compel Roman Catholics to support
Separate schools. They have the op-
tion of paying their taxes to the Public
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common to all classes of citizens, while
the Separate schools are designed for,
and conducted so that only Roman |
Catholic children can use them.

The Government—having establish-
ed a Public school system suitable for
the education of every child in the pro- |
vince—and granted a special privilege
to the Roman <Catholics to operate
schools of their own—it follows that
the administration has a peculiar re-
sponsibility to protect the Public system
from any invasion upon its resources
from taxation. That is exactly what is
being tried by the Roman Catholic bis-
hops in their present demands.

In 1886 an amendment was made 10
the Assessment Act providing for the
| taxes paid on shares in incorporated
| companies held by Roman Catholics be-
i ing applied to Separate schools—if the
owners of the shares so desire. Thejy
have the option of supporting either
system. The method of procedure is
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