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METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE (0,
LIMITED

J. J. LYNCH, Branch Manager
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S. D. EPLETT & SONS

WHOLESALE ICE CREAM MANUFACTURERS
8> Cedar Street South i o » - Timmins
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GROCERIES, MEATS AND PROVISIONS

48 Third Avenue First Avenue
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HOLLINGER STORES LIMITED

LADIES’, CHILDREN'S AND MEN’S WEAR

Third Avenue - - - . . . - Timmins
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Legend of the Origin
of @ hristmas Stockings

Why Stockings are Hung Up, and Why
They Call the Jolly Old Saint
“Santa Claus.”

A thoughtful young miss in town has
asked The Advance as to why Santa
Claus requires the hanging up of
stockings at Christmas time M os
youngsters are quite content to hang
up the stockings and leave the rest
to Santa Claus, but it is a fair question
and the answer may be of interest

A5 8 matter of fact pood old Santa

Claus does not absolutely require th
]l.ili"i‘-l"—':.i? ol Ltockln : Indeed, he
nas been known to leavi hi 1IL5

seem practical. The use of Christma
stockings is more a method adont by
the people than by Saint Nichola:
And the reazon for it is as follow
Some centuries ago there lived in
Europe a very kind and wealthv man
Who was 50 good in his life and =o gen-

erous in his ways that they called him
Saint Nicholas. He was very fond
helping poor people and he particula:
Iy loved children and wished to please
them by gifts. At the same time he
did not want to be thanked for
of his kindness. It made him fepl
embarrassed when anvone caught him
doing good and told him how much his
Kindness was appreciated. He found
just the joy of giving to be reward
enough, and his chief fun was in hear-
g peopie wonder how the gifts came
to be where they were and who thi
Kind giver might be

One Christmas Eve St. Nicholas de-
sired to give a purse of gold to an old
man and his little dauehter, who were
suffering poverty and hardship in

brave way, without complaint and with

cheerfulness and a preciation 1or the
lew rare little jovs that did come thei
way. To avoid beine SEeEn, ot. Nicho-
las climbed to the roof of the little
cottage where the old man and the
little girl were living He dropped th
purse of gold down the chimney and
then he fled, chuckling at the trick
As he thought of the surprise and the
Joy oI the old man and the tle gi

at what to them would be a simplh
wonderful gift, old St. Nicholas laugh

ed until his stout old sides were =ore.

Now 1t happened that the little girl

had hung

the fire to dry, and the purse of ol
instead of landine on the hearth
*@allt Nicholas expected. aecidental
LI .:':l"l._EL I'li !. COWIN 1nto |i [ '-|_':|.'_-:.|_"_":',_

Bright and early on Christmas morn-
Mg the little girl was up and on tak
ing down her stocking to put it on
the found the purse of gold. What a
wonderiul Christmas that was for the
little girl and the old man!

Of course, the story of the strange
happening was soon known all over
the continent, the good news travelling
faster than bad news is supposed
travel. People began to tell their
children to hang up their stocking by
the chimney on Christmas Eve and
perhaps there would a gift in it in the

morning, Of course, the voungsters

tried it. What bov or girl would rc
fuse to take a chance like that? And
old Saint Nicholas hearine what the
people were telling their children,
chuckled over the matter, and saw to
it that the children did not lose faith
in the custom. After a vear or (wo
Saint Nicholas had to have hundreds
of helpers to carry on the good work
and when he died, these helpers and
their sons and daughters right down
t0 the present day have been seeing
to the filling of the stockings. Thi
15 the legend that explains the use of

Christmas stockings and if anvone

knows of a better story to explain th
mater, they need to be wished “A Ve
Merry Christmas!’
It was this same Saint Nicholas thai
responsible indirectly for the use

of the name Santa Claus. The story

goes that as the belief in Saint Nicl

las spread from one country to another

¥
and another, his name was spoken witl
allection by many children of diffe:
Nt countries and nations Some ol
thes children pronounced —aint
Nicholas" as if it were spelled “Sant

Nicholis,” and this pronounciation
spread and eventually became g
Iy used as “Sant Nick-laus,” and then

oANtA Claus,” just like that!

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS
ANID) CHRISTMAS TREES
stockings 1for Santa Claus to fill were
more in vogue, and Christmas
less so, fifty wvears ago. The latter

were reserved chiefly for larpe pather-

Ings, such as Sunday school teas, a
they were considered very wonderh

; i OLIE e d Cercal
charn yout til Christma 111
which could not be dupl d « [
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what it contained There wa!
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Do a he good » can as you roil
along. Life is a one way street and

youre not coming bpack.

—Exchange

Give more of everything than you
get or take, and more than you give
will come back to you.

—Exchange.
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HILL - CLARK - FRANCIS, LIMITED

GENERAL CONTRACTORS BUILDER'S SUPPLIES

¥ L] ]" . | " -4 L] &
36 Pine Street South Timmins

A A A A A A A S L A A R A AN A AN AN RN AR AR ALY

BANANRAEANNRNNNNNNNN
R R N R R e

R S S O Y

-
e
T |

1 TG I} 7oe
L=

i

o B ¥

i

Bt

2P 1 e

Puied Vord W
G T

1

Pt
Rl

J

v

s P

e P i e

o

| By
i,

lp one ol her stockine: by

i

L e

o

| fied

OSTROSSER & CO.

MEN'S AND BOYS' WEAR
1.} ]_.’.. 1 q b} '. | | -
5 Pine Street North
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T'HE GOLDEN HUB

=, ANSARA, Proprielor
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GAMBLE - ROBINSON TIMMINS LIMITED

WHOLESALE FRUIT MERCHANTS

Spruce Street South

Timmins
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