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Stirling Fair highlight of agricultural year

Farming still area’s lifeblood
By Bill Hunt
Staff Writer

There is something gratifying 
about working the land.

The hard work and long hours 
that go with that way of life show 
on the tanned, weather-worn skin 
and taut muscles of most farm­
ers.

That lifestyle is the blood line 
of Stirling. The village is home to 
the regional office of the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
— an indication of the soil’s im­
portance here.

"It’s great agricultural land," 
says local dairy farmer Garry Th­
ompson, president of the Stirling 
Agricultural Society.

The community’s relationship 
with the land is show-cased in 
the Agricultural Society’s annual 
fair. Organizing this event is the 
society’s main function.

Members are not all farmers, 
one is a barber, another is in the 
retail business. But their for­
tunes lie with the village.

Today many communities 
have abandoned the agricultural 
side of fairs for the more dramatic 
spectacles made possible with ex­
pensive machine^ and bright 
lights. But Stirling’s existence 
has always centred on farm life 
and the village has maintained 
its allegiance to that, although its 
automobile competitions and 
amusement rides ensure it 
doesn’t lag behind the times.

The fair gives local residents 
and their livestock a chance to 
put their best foot (or hoof) for­
ward. Competitions run the 
gamut of beasts from horses to 
ponies, cattle, goats, sheep and 
poultry. There are light and 
heavy horse drawing contests as 
well as pony drawing competi­
tions and ponyramas. The latter 
includes a games division that in­
cludes such things as an award
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Local dairy farmer Garry Thompson, is president of the Stirling Agricultural Society.

for "the best costume for a person On Friday night they have the ompson believes will be quite im- Although dairy fanning is 
on a horse," explains Thompson. Hell Drivers, on Saturday night pressive. m0st prevalent, beef and cash

Judges decide on the best spectators try to avoid the mud Thompson is the third genera- crops such as wheat, oats, barley
made cheese, honey products and pies hurled their way by the mud tion to work his 218-acre Brad- and corn are also raised here,
culinary dishes such as pies, drag racing cars and on Sunday Lee Farm, north-east of Stirling, There are even a few hog farms,
bread, cookies and cakes. Locally night the demolition derby wages off Moira Road. It is possible his says Thompson.

automobile war. great-grandfather also earned his
Country music (naturally) is living off the same soil, although

also a feature of the fair. This Thompson can’t be sure of that, as representative of the village as
year the band Billy the Kid and Inheriting the family farm is the covered bridge that greets
the Wild West Show will have common in this field of work. Th- visitors entering it. This year the
people kicking up their heels ompson’s son, Bradley, also fair begins the evening of Aug. 13
throughout the three day event, works on the farm and will likely and runs through Aug. 15. and
There will also be John Homeni- continue doing so after his father everyone's invited
uk’s amusement rides, which Th- retires.

made crafts are also judged and 
prizes awarded. Other exhibits 
include photography, quilting, 
home canning, seeds, flowers, 
public school displays and an arts 
and hobbies section. The latter 
covers such arts as painting, 
wood carving, jewelry making 
and more.

The biggest crowd pleasers are 
the automotive competitions.

Stirling Agricultural Society is
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• Riding Lessons - All Ages & Levels C.E.F. 
Certified Instructors

• Summer Camps- July 12-16, Aug. 9-27
• Trail Rides - Western or English
• Birthday Parties For All Ages
• Boarding & Horse Training

Des Moines • Iowaa distributor for...

We have the largest selection 
of new, used and replacement
parts for more tractors than you 
can find anywhere. And we
also carry spraying acces­
sories, animal health and 
livestock products, fencing, 
pickup truck accessories and 
more.

IF YOU DON’T SEE IT 
WE CAN GET IT!
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Year Round Modern 
Facilities For All 

Equestrian Activities, 
Riding Clothes, Horse 

Tack, and Gifts Available 
in Our Tack Shop.

Watch for signs 4 ml north of Sliding on Hwy 14 at Cone. 4, OR 
4 mu west of Stirling on the Campbellford Road

Barrett’s Farm 

and Family CentreFULL LINE OF PARTS 
AVAILABLE

• rake* 4 tedder toeth
• hub* & sprockets
• weidng supplies

• farm dolhing 
•hydraulic parts

• fencing supplies
• sprayer parts

• cutting ports
• P.T.O. parts
• Gr. 2 &5 nuts&botts
• grease & oil
• pofy tanks
• hoses & cylinders
• paint
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