
S.N. takes Canada to court 
SIX NATIONS - Band council's 
lawyers will bring suit in 
Ontario Coun's General Divi­
sion in an attempt to force the 
government to account for 
money and lands it has held in 
trust for Six Nations. 

Land Research Director Phil 
Monture, announced yesterday 
that Six Nations of the Grand 
River pvc formal notice to the 
federal and provincial govern­
ments in December of 1994, 

that council will initiate legal 
proceedings regarding the 
Crown's handling of Six Nations 
property both before and after 
Confederation. 

Council suit will demand a 
comprehensive gcncra1 account­
ing for all its money, real prop­
erty and other assets which 
were or should have been held 
in trust for the benefit of Six 
Nations. 

"We're asking Canada as a 
----------------. trustee - they arc holding our 

lands and monies in trust for us -
what did you do with it?" said 
Monture as be explained the 
imcndon of th,- impcocting law-

bensive account of nloncy and 
property held in trust or of the 
manner in which the Crown 
may have disposed of those 
assets. He said the legal action is 
necessary to prompt the govern­
ments to respond to specific 
claims made by Six Nations. 

"All across Canada, the 
headache with the specific 
claims process is that Canada 
can just walk away at any time 
with no accountability," Mon­
~ added 

The intention of the lawsuit is 
to force the Crown to recogni2c 
Six Nations right to receive a · 
p,operaco~-., 

respond to Six Nations notice of 
its intemion to sue. Therefore, 
lawyers from the Toronto law 
finn of Blake, Cassels and Gray­
don, which will represent coun­
cil in this matter, cannot start lit­
igation until 60 days after they 
informed the government of 
their intentions. 

The claim will be filed against 
the Attorney General of Canada 
and Ontario in late February or 
early March. 
Mon~ said it's important for 

council to stan the litigation 
proccu bci>rc the .... into 
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