
Men's Fire brokers talks with developer~ 
By Jim Windle 
SIX NATIONS/ 
BRANTFORD 

r-r,he Haudenosaunee Men's 
' .1. Fire tried to broker an 
agreement with two develop­
ers who have had their hous­
ing projects stopped by Six 
Nations counter actions over 
the past three weeks. 

Friday, Empire Homes' site 
supervisor to a large proj­
ect located at Conklin Road 
and Blackbum Ave. in West 

made by Empire that con­
struction on the site would 
resume in earnest on Monday 
morning. That rose concerns 
that it would likely create a re­
sponse from Six Nations that 
could tum ugly should that 
take place. 

Chief Bill Montour was 
able to work out a temporary 
stay of work on the site with 
Empire until the missed meet­
ing was rescheduled for either 
Thursday or Wednesday of 
this week. Even so, several 
construction workers came 

court. 
Brooder's clients are going 

to be sued almost immediate­
ly unless this development 
goes ahead. According to 
him , the developers came to 
Six Nations to see if there is 
any scenario that could see 
this development go ahead 
and avoid the impending le­
gal actions by people who 
have purchased in advance 
homes under the stipulation 
that these homes would be 
completed by a certain date. 
This has made seeking solu-

'M Men's Fin, through spokesperson Gene Johns, invited tM parties togetMr to open 
gru thal all parties hope will kllll to an agreement in principk and defuse tM growing 

nsions between Bran/ford and Six Nalions. 

presenting the Men's Fire 
·n Brantford. It was a meeting 

at was supposed to include 
lected Chief Bill Montour 

and someone representing the 
onfederacy Chiefs. Unfortu­
ately Montour was involved 

· n an emergency meeting re­
arding Thursday's attempted 
moke hut closure. 
"The · Confederacy Chiefs 
ere preparing for this week's 

onghouse meeting, and it was 
ery much last minute," he 

said of their no-show. 
Besides, this is.an issue the 
audenosaunee Development 

nstitute has the Confederacy 
andate to deal with. 
Either way, the planned 
eeting was scrubbed even 
ough Empire was at the ta­
le willing and waiting. An is-
ue arose Thursday morning 

when excavators and dump 
ks were seen working at 

e back of the site. Johns and 
ite supervisor Ed English did 
drive around of the area. It 

explained to Johns that 
work being done had to do 

ith silt management in ad-
ailce of the predicted warmer 
eather. Ditches were being 
ug and sediment from the 

containment ponds was be­
ing reworked into the soil. 

Johns, who works in con-
truction himself, was sat­

. stied with the explanation 
English offered and defused 
the situation before it could 

ather any momentum. 
There were statements 

ready to resume work Mon­
day morning but were met by 
members of the Men's Fire 
who would not allow them 
onto the site. Empire even­
tually sent all of the workers 
home again. 

The second meeting of the 
day on Friday took place at 
the Six Nati~ns Community 
Hall board room between Val­
ley Estates and a wide repre­
sentation from Six Nations, 
including Elected Chief Bill 
Montour, Confederacy Chief 
Allen MacNaughton, the 
Men's Fire, and the Mohawk 
Workers. The. Valley Estates 
project is located near the Em­
pire site but on the east side 
of Mt. Pleasant ~d. They 
have been shut down as well 
by the Men's Fire and other 
supporters. 

Representing Valley Es­
tates is a familiar name. Mi­
chael Brooder was the lawyer 
for Henco who handled the 
sale and transfer of the for­
mer Douglas Creek Estates 
near Caledonia over to the 
province in 2006 when Six 
Nations stopped that project 
in its tracks. 

Although media was not 
allowed into the meeting, 
reports from all sides were 
hopeful that sonie kind of 
creative approach could pos­
sibly break the log jam in a 
way that is mutually benefi­
cial and without Six Nations 
relinquishi!}g land while the 
claims are being dealt with in 

lions with Six Nations much 
higher on their priority list. 

A number of issues were 
discussed behind closed doors 
with the Valley Estates peo­
ple including a brief history 
of the people and the lands 
of Six Nations. Also a brief 
overview of the governmental 
intricacies that make up the 
unique political dynamic that 
is Six Nations. 

It was somewhat an eye 
opener and helped the visi­
tors understand better who's 
who. 

"The meeting was only 
designed to get people talk­
ing," according to Dick Hill . 
''That's what it has done." 

But_part of those talks in­
cluded a inner caucus amongst 
the different elements repre­
sented with their guests asked 
to leave the room for a few 
moments. According to insid­
e,s, there was much discus­
sion but the end result was a 
mandate agreed to by all par­
ties that Phil Monture float his 
proposal as published in the 
January 28th edition of the 

. Tekawennake on behalf of 
all groups represented. 

It was a harder decision 
for Allen MacNaughton than 
for the rest considering the 
Haudenosaunee Develop­
ment Institute, a creatjon of 
the Confederacy, was being 
essentially elbowed out · of 
the process. Yalley expressed 
f~stration and confusion in 
trying to deal with the HDI 
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aeceptable, wilhout Six Nalions concetJinB an ineh of land. (Photo by Jim Windk) 

as have many other develop- and if that is the case, we can 
ers and was hoping to find an- shake hands and you will 
other way. have to do what you have to 

By most accounts, the con- do. We will understand that," 
cept of the HDI.is sound and Monture told the Valley del­
is something that is very much egation . 

wards a workable plan would 
be discussed at length with his 
clients. There was a definite 
sense of urgency expressed 
by Valley Estates that these 
meetings begin right away. 

This same proposal will 
be placed in front of Empire 
Homes when the parties meet 
rater this week. 

needed at this time. But, the Brooder considered the 
approach being offered to de- meeting a very important first 
velopers by the present di- step and promised the propos­
rectors has been questioned aJ put forWanl b Monture to-.---=---~-----------------by people in both communi-
ties. MacNaughton, we are 
told, defended the HDI and 
challenged those who spoke 
against it to get involved if 
they don't like the way it's 
going. 

Although the present di­
rectors, have had a mandate 
to replace themselves with a 
broader community base of 
involvement, this is yet to 
happen, which is one of the 
main stumbling blocks to the 
HDI being more broadly ac­
cepted by the community at 
large. 

When the visitors returned 
to the meeting, they introduced 
Monture and suggested they 
listen to his proposal, which is 
based on the 1997 agreement 
reached at the time between 
Brantford's Mayor Chris Fri­
el and Six Nations concern­
ing the crossing of the Grand 
River with a sewer line. 

Monture believes that by 
using this agreement as a tem­
plate, a mutually acceptable 
plan can be designed with­
out the direct input of the 
slow moving federals and the 
equally slow moving prov­
ince. 

Monture made it perfectly 
clear, however, that a ratifica­
tion by the people of Six Na­
tions would still be necessary 
if any such agreement could 
be worked out. The Valley 
Estate people met right away 
with Monture to set up ongo­
ing meetings to discuss the 
proposal. 

"It may not work for you 


